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PREFACE

This volume presents the data related to the South India Fertility Project, Phase II. It includes: Village Profiles, Focus Group Discussions and Individual Interviews. All the data are given for the Low Fertility Site, Inanganur Village and High Fertility Site, Oduvankuppam Village, separately. The translated English version of the data gathered only are presented and not the original which is in local language, Tamil. 

In the case of a few Focus Group Discussions and Individual Interviews, some questions were dropped as they are likely to provide similar answers. This helped us in utilizing the time to focus on other sections, which needed more attention.  
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VILLAGE PROFILES

VILLAGE PROFILE - 1

Inanganur Village – Low Fertility Site

	VILLAGE:         Inanganur

Hamlets:          Inanganur
	Distance from village to ...

	Mandal/Taluk
: Aravakurichi
	14 km.

	Block:               Aravakurichi 
	14 km.

	District:            Karur
	35 km.

	Nearest town:  Pallapatti
	7 km.

	State:               Tamil Nadu
	


Name of investigators: 
N. Kavitha and S. Arul Devi


Survey period:
             
September – October, 2002

Visits by SIFP researchers:
9th, 16th and 17th September, 2002

Preliminary notes: 

· Some general information about the village may be gathered from printed sources (census data), but most information will be collected during the village survey.

· The survey is not a household survey where the same set of questions is asked to a sample of village households. Many questions are simply descriptive (type of infrastructures, etc.).

· No exact figure need be collected when the information is not readily available. Investigators must however ascertain the plausibility of estimates given (population estimates, irrigated land, migration remittances, etc.) by crosschecking from different sources.

· It is mainly a qualitative survey, where information may be elicited from people belonging to all sections of the population. But the same questions need not be asked systematically and questions remain open: answers do not follow a given format and may stimulate further observations from the interviewees.  

· Some village key village figures will be considered in priority to discuss given issues: teacher, ANM and other PHC personnel, panchayat members, religious leaders, landowners, trade unionist, shop-owners, community leaders, political figures, village accountant, etc. Women and elders are also an important source of information on tradition and change in the village.

· Many issues relate to opinions and perceptions and investigators must therefore compare answers from different people (gender- or cast-wise, for example). Data collection will be much longer than for descriptive questions.

· The last part includes the questionnaire for individual interviews followed by the questionnaires for FGDs.

1. General Data on the Population (from 1991 or 2001 Census)

	Present estimates of population (2002)

Number of households:

Population:

Density: 

Other available Census data
	Not Estimated


	(1991) Population:

           Males: 

           Females:
	1465

713

752
	% Workers by Occupation:

                              (1991)
Cultivators
	51.7

	Child-woman ratio (CWR):
	131
	Agricultural. Labourers: 
	40.7

	Rural district CWR (2001):
	--
	Transport:
	Negligible

	
	
	Mining:
	--

	Male literacy rate:
	57.4
	Fishery: forestry:
	Negligible

	Female literacy rate:
	29.4
	Household industry
	1.8

	District fem. lit rates (2001):
	57.3
	Other industry:
	--

	
	
	Construction
	1.1

	% Tribals:
	--
	Trade/commerce
	1.0

	% Dalits (SCs):
	24.8
	Other services:
	3.5


	Land use (%): 

Forest:
	26.2
	% Cultivated land irrigated
	41.3

	Major irrigation type (%): Tank
	Nil
	Well:
	100

	Canal/river:
	        Nil
	Other:   
	--


2.  Social Composition of the Population (2002 Field Survey)

(Estimated) number of households per religion in village:

 Hindus
340
Muslims
1
Christians
20
Others       Nil

Main denominations/sects among Hindus, Muslims and Christians (when applicable) 


Among Hindus: - Kongu Vellalas (Backward Community) and

                            Chakliyar and Parayar (Scheduled Castes)

Households per Caste / Community in Village:

	Name of the 

Caste / Jati
	Main 

Occupation
	Number of Households
	Whether MBC/BC/SC/ST?

	Kongu Vellala
	Agriculture
	140-150
	BC

	Chakliyar
	Agricultural daily wage work
	220
	SC

	Asari
	Carpenter works
	10
	MBC

	Pandaram
	Pooja
	4
	MBC

	Boyar
	Construction work
	6
	MBC


	Type of Castes
	In Village
	In the Area (if different)

	Numerically caste(s) in villages?
	Kongu Vellala
	Kongu Vellala 

	Richest castes?

(property/consumption)
	Kongu Vellala
	Kongu Vellala, Kamma and Muslims

	Landholding castes?


	Kongu Vellala
	Kongu Vellala and Kamma

	Most educated castes?


	Kongu Vellala
	Kongu Vellala and Kamma

	Upwardly mobile castes?


	Backward Castes other 

than Kongu Vellala and 

Most Backward Castes
	Backward Castes other  than Kongu Vellala and Most Backward Castes

	Most backward castes (land, education, status?)
	Chakliyar
	Chakliyar and Parayar

	Landless castes?


	Chakliyar
	Chakliyar and Parayar

	Dominant caste? 

(Power, Land etc.)
	Kongu Vellala
	Kongu Vellala


3. Accessibility

	Type of Access

to Village
	Yes / No
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance 

to the nearest

	Kutcha Road
	Yes
	1971
	

	Pucca Road
	Yes
	2001
	

	Bus stop
	No
	
	1.5 km.

	Bus stand
	No
	
	6 km.

	National Highway
	No
	
	17 km.

	Railway station
	No
	
	40 km.


Number of buses per day:
4 Trips



Main destinations: Pallapatti,   

Markampatti

Private bus service: Y/N          Yes

Towns with an important bus connection closest to the village:

Pallapatti, only private buses are available. No Corporation bus service to the village. It was plying in the past, but later on withdrawn due to poor patronage by the public. However, for the last one and half year (since 2001), one Mini bus comes to the village. It passes through the village for four times.

(a) Are people complaining about lack of transportation facilities in the village?

Yes. Villagers have to walk about one and a half kilometres to get the bus for any emergency. Moreover, after 7.30 or 8.00 p.m. there would not be any services even at the district main road. 

(b) What are the main reasons for visits to nearby towns? such as health, studies, family visits, places of worship, shopping, etc. excluding work)
Family visits, family functions, health, places of worship, shopping, telephone and agricultural market.

(c) What are the reasons for such visits by womenfolk to these places? 

Women visit the nearby towns mainly to make use of the facilities like shopping, market, hospital and entertainment, in addition to family functions and visits to relatives

(d) What are the obstacles to visits by women outside the village?

No obstacles.

(e) Who are the women most likely to travel outside the village?

Women working in a Mosquito net manufacturing company (mainly SCs and MBCs) generally travel outside the village.

(f) Where and how far may people go on foot, and for what purpose?

1.5 km. to the bus stop and around 2 km. to go to agricultural farms

4. Communications

	Type of Communication
	Yes / No
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance to the Nearest

	Newspapers (received)
	Yes
	1999
	--

	Community TV sets 

Television sets Cable Connection (No. of channels)
	Yes

Yes (only 6 Dish Type) 

3   
	1994

1996-97
	For others, 5 km.

	Telephones   - Public
Private (individual)
STD booths
Internet centre

Accessible by cellular phone
	Yes 

Yes

No

No

No 
	 2000 (Condemn)

2001 (only Two)


	5 km.

40 km.

40 km.

	Radio (Individual / Community)
	Yes
	1994
	--

	Post office
	Yes
	Roughly before 50 years
	

	Cinema
	No
	--
	5 km.


Newspaper

(a) What are the favourite newspapers? Describe them. 

Dinakaran is the favourite newspaper in the village. It is a Tamil (local language) daily. Though major portion of the paper is covered by day-to-day affairs / happenings around the World, Country, State and District, special focus is given to education, business and commerce, religion, women’s issues, etc. on each day.  

(b) Who prefers which newspapers?

No specific preference to the villagers. One of the local leaders, Panchayat Union Councillors, initiated the process of supplying newspapers and he only meets the entire cost of it.

(c) Who are the people reading regularly newspapers? Do they read newspapers for others (who can't buy or can't read)?

Both old and young persons in SC and BC communities read the newspapers regularly. For those who cannot read, few others read newspapers.

TV

(d) What are the favourite TV Programmes/Channels? Describe them.

Three houses have cable connection through dish antennas. Main channels are Sun TV, Raj TV and Vijay TV (All are Tamil Channel). Most of the people watch only those programmes relayed on Doordarshan (TV channel supported by the Government).

(e) Who are the first people to own a TV in the village? When was that? Profile of these families.

In the village, first Panchayat TV was bought as early as 1994. In the same year, two more persons, i.e., Panchayat President and Councillor, bought TV. 

(f) Are some people watching TV collectively? Describe how.

Yes, in Panchayat Office, people gather and watch TV collectively. In some houses, where private channels are available, people gather and watch programmes like daily news, serials and weekly films.

Phone

(g) Who is using more the phone facilities?

Business people mostly use phone facilities. However, almost all the members from Kongu Vellala (KV) community use the phone facilities as their sons and daughters stay outside the village (cities or towns). Cellular phones are available with two of the villagers, but they kept idle within the village, since the tower, which send the signals is too far from the village.

(h) For which purposes? (Business, family matters, etc.)

Villagers used telephone facilities mostly for family matters and at times for business purposes.  

(i) Who is using less the phone facilities? (Women, poor sections…) Why?

All those who didn’t have their sons or daughters outside the village use phone facilities to a lesser extent. 

Mail

(j) Frequency of mail delivery in the village?

Mails are delivered once in a day except on Sundays and National holidays. However, the frequency of writing letters or letters to the villagers is less common.

Movies

(k) How often do people go the movies? (for fan association, see below 8)

Going to movies is not common among KV community, but it is observed to be common among SCs. However, on an average, they too are able to go to films once in a week or fortnight, since they have to walk return to village from the nearby town (where cinema theatre is located, 3 km. if one can go across the field) down after watching the film.  Few young people who are working in the nearby towns manage to come by own / friends’ vehicles. 

(l) With whom do they go there? (Alone, with family or friends from the same jati, etc.)

Mostly with family members or friends from the same caste.

Pilgrimages

(m) Where are people going most often to for pilgrimages? 

Palani (60 km.) and Kodumudi (60 km.)

(n) With whom do they go there? (Alone, with family or friends from the same jati, etc.)

With friends or family members or as a group from the same caste.

(o) What are the most important festivals celebrated in the area? By whom?

For village festival called “Kaliamman Thiruvizha” and for “Pongal“ (festival of harvest).

5. Educational Facilities

	Type of School Facility
	How many?
	If Yes, 

Year of establish-ment
	Number of male students
	Number of female students
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Primary School
	1
	1971
	24
	18
	

	Middle School

Secondary School
	1

No
	1978
	21
	26
	5 km.

	Private Schools
	No
	
	
	
	5-7 km.

	Junior College/Higher secondary
	No
	
	
	
	5-7 km.

	Technical Institutions (specify)

(Typing, Computer, Tailoring Institutes; 

Industrial, Teacher Training, Handicrafts Training


	No 
	
	
	
	

	Anganwadies / Balwadies ICDS 
	1
	1994
	13
	14
	--

	Others (specify)
	
	
	
	
	


Are children from outside Villages/hamlets coming to school? From where and why?

(a) Primary        : Yes, in Salarapatti (1 km.), the school in that village has been closed           

                            due to insufficient number of students (only three students)

(b) Secondary   : Yes, from the nearest villages as in those villages the school facility is

                             up to 5th standard only.

Are children from the Village/hamlets going to outside school/College? Where?

(c) Primary
: No
(d) Secondary
: Yes, Markampatti (5 km.)
(e) College
: Yes, Pallapatti (7 km.), Karur (40 km.), Coimbatore (105 km.)
(f) Are primary school teachers from the same village?

No. Almost all teachers come from nearby towns. 

(g) Observations on the functioning of the primary schools: timing, presence of teaching staff, quality of equipment, noon meals, etc.:

No proper timings are maintained in the school. Teachers come and go as per their wish. Noon meal programme is available, but of poor quality.

(h) Role of teachers in promoting new life styles and attitudes.

No role has played by the teachers in this aspect.

(i) Influence of religious/traditional education (Madrasas, etc.)? 

No such influence in this village.

(j) Are they educated people from the village who have "done well" outside (role models)? Who are they? 

No role models as such, nobody to point out in specific.   

6. Medical Facilities and health issues

	Type of Medical and Health Facilities
	How many?
	If Yes, 

Year of Establish-ment
	If No, Distance 

to the nearest
	Observations 

on their functioning

	Sub-centre (SC)
	--
	--
	7 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Primary Health Centre (PHC)
	--
	--
	7 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Community Health Centre (CHC)
	--
	--
	7 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Govt. Dispensary
	--
	--
	7 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Govt. Hospital
	--
	--
	14 km.
	Good 

	Private Hospital 
	--
	--
	5 km.
	Good 

	Hospital by NGOs
	--
	--
	14 km.
	Good 

	Private Clinic/ practitioners
Allopathic

Others (specify: Ayurvedic, homeopathy, Unani, Traditional Healers
	--
	--
	5 km.
	Good

	Village Health Guide
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Traditional Dai
	--
	--
	--
	--



	Trained Birth Attendant
	--
	--
	7 km
	Good



	Nurses
	--
	--
	7 km
	Not Satisfactory

	Others (specify)
	--
	--
	--
	--




(a) Observations on the functioning of the health infrastructure (if any) : timing, presence of staff, quality of equipment, etc.:

Staffs on duty are not in time to Sub-centre. People complain that they go to town or to attend some meetings and visits to the village also not regular.

(b) Disposal of Waste Material (poor/moderate/good):

Disposal of waste material is very poor. They dump on the road sides or in an open space.

(c) Drainage facility(poor/moderate/good)
:  Poor 

(d) Source of protected water supply 
: Bore Well connected to the tank and through

                                                                         common street pipes

(e) Others (specify)

(f) Is abortion common in the village? Where is it practised? For which sections?

Yes. It is practiced in Karur, Aravakurichi or in Oddanchatram. Mostly by the members of SC community.

(g) Are government health facilities visited / preferred by villagers? Why? 

The villagers do not prefer government health facilities because there also they have to spend money for the poor quality services and care. 

(h) Preference for private health care?

Quality of care provided at private hospital is good.

(i) What kind of traditional healers are found in the village?

One traditional healer is known for the treatment to muscle sprain, i.e., massage. He heals the fractured part with some paste and binds it. 

Main illnesses in the village (information from both PHC and from people):

(j) Adults


--

(k) Children 


--

(l) Recent epidemics in the village:

--

(m) Are some diseases disappearing from the village? Any emerging disease?

Heat boils in hands, feet and in head also.

7. Public Facilities and Amenities

	Type of Public Facilities and Amenities
	How many?
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Fair Price Shop (PDS)
	1
	1982
	--

	Milk Co-operative, 

Agricultural Co-operative, 

Credit Co-operative Society 
	--

--

--
	--

--

--
	5 km.

4 km.

4 km.

	Poultry farm
	--
	--
	

	Bank
	--
	--
	7 km.

	Post Office
	1
	Long since
	

	Tractors
	2
	1993
	

	Heavy Vehicles (own)
	--
	--
	

	Light Vehicles (own)
	2
	1998
	

	Motorcycles
	Numerous
	
	

	Weekly market
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Drinking Water Tap connections (own)
	9
	2000
	

	Public toilets
	1
	1985
	

	Panchayat office
	1
	1997
	

	Church
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Temples
	9
	Long since
	

	Mosque
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Other places of worship or pilgrimage
	--
	--
	60 km.

	Others (specify)
	--
	--
	--


(a) Who are the people using the bank facilities and for which purposes?

Those who are engaged in cultivation use the bank facilities to a large extent; mainly to deposit the money and to pledge jewels for loans.

(b) Who are the people not using any bank facilities and why?

Members of SC community are not using the bank facilities to that extent. Some of them have fixed deposits for meagre amounts.

8. Peoples' Organization







Availability

Membership







Yes / No
       Year of Est.
 

Political/caste/religious organizations:

    

Mahila Mandal, Youth Club, Sports club

No                 --                    --
Fan association/mandram


No                 --                    --
Jana Vignana Vedika, Others (specify)

No                 --                    --
Traditional caste panchayat (earlier and now)
Kongu Vellala as well as SCs.
Other important caste/religious/political organizations (specify and describe) No
______________________________________________________________________

(a) What are the most active organizations? What are they doing?

REDS – an Non Government Organization. They help to form Self Help Groups (SHGs), so as to empower the poor women.

(b) Who are the members? (age, gender, economic status, education, caste)

Those who are in poor economic condition are the members of this group, mainly from SC community. Women from other communities have also been involved, but the number is very less.

9. Industrial/commercial Establishments:

	Type of Industrial / Commercial Establishments
	How many?
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Mill/Small Scale Industry
	--
	--
	35 km.

	Major Industry
	--
	--
	35 km.

	Household Industry
	2
	1994 & 1996
	--

	Motor/cycle repair shop
	--
	1999
	1.5 km.

	Electrical Repair/shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Bunk/ provision shop
	4-5
	--
	--

	Market/Kirana Shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Pharmacy/ Medical shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Cinema Hall/ Tent
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Pawn shop/money lender 
	--
	--
	5 km.


What are the development programmes active in the village?

Such as Development of Women and Children of Rural Areas (DWACRA), Self Help Groups (SHG), Podupu Lakshmi, Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), National Rural Employment Programme (NREP), Training Rural Youth for Self Employment (TRYSEM), Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS), Indira Awass Yojana (IAY), Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana (SGNY), CMEY, Prime Minister Rojgar Yojana (PMRY), Annapoorna, National old age pension (OAP), Others (specify)

Self Help Groups (SHGs) and National Old Age Pension

Who are beneficiaries? Who selects them? 

Women from Scheduled Caste and economically backward people are the beneficiaries of the Self Help Group. It is up to the women concern whether to join or not in the SHG.

What is the villagers' perception of the government's or the NGOs' action?
Villagers perceive that the NGO’s action is not good and they do not even visit them after collecting some money.

10. Agriculture and Related Activities

     Main crops (by order of decreasing importance in area and value):

Area, whether irrigated, number of yearly crops, whether produce sold and where 

	Main Crops
	Area 

In Hectares
	Whether irrigated?
	Number of Crops per Year
	Where is the Crop sold (if at all sold)?

	1    Cholam (sorghum)
	99.58.0
	No
	1
	Markampatti (5 km.)

	2    Kannuvalli Kilangu
	85.75.5
	Yes
	1
	In village itself by the middle men / business people

	3    Ragi (Pearl millet)
	38.87.05
	No
	1
	Markampatti (5 km.)

	4    Drumstick
	33.67.5
	No
	1
	In village itself

	5    A variety of green dram dhal
	33.14.0
	No
	1
	Markampatti (5 km.)

	6    Black gram
	31.22.0
	No
	1
	Markampatti (5 km.)

	7    Ground nut
	20.52.0
	Yes
	1
	Markampatti (5 km.)

	8    Green gram
	10.20.05
	No
	1
	Markampatti (5 km.)

	9    Chilly
	4.80.0
	Yes
	1
	Oddanchatram 

	10  Coconut
	3.93.5
	Yes
	
	Oddanchatram

	11  Kollu (Horse millet)
	1.32.05
	No
	1
	Markampatty (5 km.)

	12  Mango
	0.51.0
	Yes
	1
	Oddanchatram

	13  Lemon
	0.05.0
	Yes
	1
	Oddanchatram

	14  Ilavam
	0.02.0
	No
	1
	Markampatty (5 km.)

	15  Narthangai (a variety of lemon)
	0.01.0
	Yes
	1
	Oddanchatram


(a) Irrigation type (canal, tank, …), year of introduction, % of village lands

Wells are the main source of irrigation

(b) Description of most common types of land tenure (ownership, tenure, landless, etc.): 

Most of the villagers possess own lands and some cultivate on lease basis.

(c) Main agricultural seasons and slack season.

Winter season (during October – December) is the agricultural season. During other times, not much work related to agriculture is available.

(d) Whether any labour or produce exchange (jajmani-like)

No such things in this village.

(e) Distance to the market place for the main crops

Markampatti (5 km.) and Oddanchatram (22 km).

(f) Other agro-based activities: plantations, forestry, dairy, poultry, fishing…

Two small units, which extract butter from fresh milk, are located in this village.

(g) Husbandry in the village

Many Kongu Vellalas have cows or buffalos. They sell the milk out of it. About 30 persons have goats. Some have 20-30 in number, some have 7-8 goats and a few have 50 goats or so.

11. Other Rural Activities

(a) Handicrafts (pottery, basketry, weaving, etc.):

Income, age and sex of workers, monthly income 

       No such things in the village

(b) Small-scale industries: (handlooms, biddies, matches, bricks, etc)

Income, age and sex of workers, monthly income 

       No such things in the village

(c) Other local activities

No other local activities.

(d) Illegal and clandestine activities (prostitution, distillation, smuggling, poaching, etc.)

One SC man sells liquor from his house.

(e) Daily commuters and short-term mobility to near-by areas: where and who?

Pallapatti (6 km.) and Markampatti (5 km.) are the places of short-term mobility. Daily commuters to these places are both men and women from SC community.  

(f) Child labour: Main activities, income, age and sex 

      No such activities in this village.

(g) Women's work:

Main tasks in agriculture and other activities, income

Wage differentials for agricultural labour: male vs. female

      The wage rate in the village for males is Rs.100/- and for females, it is Rs.80/-.

(h) What are the major recent changes in local activities (irrigation, industries, commuting, etc.)? How are women affected by these changes?

At present, among Kongu Vellala community, no young woman is staying in the village. They live in cities or towns of Tamil Nadu and its neighbouring states. Their attitudes and behaviour have been changed over a period of time by seeing the living condition of the people where they live.

12. Migration

(a) Short-term migrations to other areas (harvest, labour contracts, etc.):

Main destinations

--

main activities of migrants
--

Duration of stay?

--

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status, reasons for migrating)? --

      No short-time migration in this village. 





(b) Long-term migrations to other districts in the state: 

Main destinations
all towns / cities main activities of migrants: 
Finance business

Do migrants remit?  Yes

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status, reasons for migrating)? 

Kongu Vellalas

First families to migrate and when? 

Kongu Vellalas migrated as early as 30 years back. They have migrated mainly because of poor economic conditions prevailing in the village and thereby, to earn money through finance business.

(c) Migration to other states:

Main destinations: 
Cities and towns in Kerala and Karnataka

      Main activities of migrants:
Finance Business

Do migrants remit?

Yes

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status, reasons for migrating)?

Kongu Vellala

First families to migrate and when?

Kongu Vellalas migrated as early as 30 years back. 

(d) Migration abroad:

Main destinations



Andaman


Main activities of migrants 

Building construction on contract basis

Do migrants remit?


Yes

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status)?

Kongu Vellala

First families to migrate and when?

Kongu Vellalas only. 

(e) In-Migration from outside:  Nil

Main places of origins of in-migrants

no in-migrants

Main activities of in-migrants



--

Number of in-migrants 




--

(f) Remittances and donations from migrants:

What are they used for? Housing, improving agriculture, places of worship, land purchase, small businesses, education/health, food...

Remittances are used for agricultural activities, purchase of land, construction of house / renovation of house, purchase of consumer goods, expenditure on food and caring the elders.

(g) Relationship between migrants and local. Influence of returning migrants in the village:

Migrants and local residents have good contact. Migrants come for festivals, marriages, condolences, etc.  

13. Links of Villagers with Other Localities

FAMILY LINKS: 

(a) Family links with neighbouring villages and other areas (marriage, etc.):

Family links are established with the people residing in nearby villages and area mainly through marriage and kinship ties. Further, children of KV community mostly live in cities or towns of Tamil Nadu and neighbouring states and therefore, they have close family links with other areas also.

(b) Any change in family links with neighbouring villages over the years?

Due to preference to non-consanguineous marriages, villagers feel that the links with people of nearby villages have been lessened over a period of time. On the other hand, among KV community, and to a smaller extent among SCs, family links have extended to other areas either through children’s finance business or work participation.  

VISITS TO TOWNS:

(c) Shopping: where do people go to buy what? (Agricultural equipment, modern commodities, cloths and materials, etc.)

Mainly villagers go to the nearby town, Pallapatti, then Oddanchatram or Karur and then to Coimbatore. Villagers usually go to buy agricultural equipments, clothes, consumer goods, jewels and household requirements.

(d) Other occasions: religious or cultural events, cinemas, etc.

Religious events take place in the village itself. Villagers generally go to pilgrimage to the places like Palani (60 km.), Kodumudi (60 km.) and rarely to Tirupati (360 km.). 

SUMMARY:

(e) Who are the people with more links outside the village?

Kongu Vellala Community and those who are economically well off has more links outside the village.

(f) Who are the people who visit other localities most often?

Kongu Vellala Community and those who are economically well off visit other localities more often.

(g) Who are the people with fewer links outside the village?

Scheduled Caste and other than Kongu Vellala have fewer links outside the village.

(h) Who are the people who visit other localities less often?

Scheduled Caste and other than Kongu Vellala visit other localities less often.

14. Socio-demographic Features of the Village

        (This section refers to the village as a whole or to the major communities in it)

BIRTH:

(a) Are women returning to their native place for birth? 

Generally, women visit to their native place for birth when they are pregnant for the first time. However, among KVs, now-a-days, young pregnant women stay back their places of destination, since the antenatal, natal and postnatal services are far better there compared to their native place. 

(b) Are deliveries with traditional midwives (dais) common? 

Deliveries with traditional midwives are not that common among all communities.  

(c) Proportion of births attended by trained person.

Trained personnel, except a few, attend all deliveries. 

(d) Are women secluded after birth?

Seclusion of women after birth was in practice during the past. Generally, after 30 days of delivery only, they were allowed inside main house like prayer room and kitchen.

(e) Rituals and ceremonies after birth of boys and of girls.

Ceremony for ‘naming of the newly born baby’ is the one celebrated widely after birth. This ceremony is common for both boy and girl babies.

PUBERTY: 

(f) Are puberty ceremonies common?

Ceremony related to attainment of puberty for girls was widely celebrated in the past, and in the recent period, its celebration is not that much. Now-a-days people are hesitant to perform such ceremonies.

(g) What do these ceremonies involve? (Expenses, functions, etc.)

Expenses depend on how many persons are invited. Maternal uncle has to give some gifts like jewel, cash, dress, etc. to the girl who attained puberty, which generally met him only. Expenditure on feast and others are to be met by the girl’s y parents.

MARRIAGE: 

(h) From where are brides (grooms)? 

Bride or grooms are mostly from the families living in the nearby villages only. However, among KVs, they go beyond this area, since a large majority of the young men are engaged in business at towns or cities of Tamil Nadu.

(i) Are marriages among relatives common?

Marriages among relatives are still common. It has reduced to a certain extent than the past.

(j) Are "love marriages" common? 

Love marriages are common among Scheduled Castes.

(k) Is the dowry system prevalent? Since how many generations?

Dowry system is prevalent in this village since 2-3 generations, especially among KV community.

(l) Differences among communities in mean age at marriage?

There are no differences in mean female age at marriage among communities. However, among males, the difference persists. The difference in female age at marriage between the major communities in the village, Kongu Vellala and SC is approximately 5 years.

DIVORCE, REMARRIAGE, POLYGAMY: 

(m)  Is divorce or repudiation occurring?

It is occurring in SC community, but not legally. It is decided within the community by the caste panchayat.

(n) Can widows remarry? What is the position of widows? Of widows with no son?

Widow re-marriages take place among SCs. In other communities, it is not common. They do not wear any jewel. Some women, especially older generation KVs, wear only white sarees after their husband’s demise. Among KVs, generally property support will be there for women and therefore, they will live either with daughters or live alone nearby close relatives. However, among SCs, widows suffer more, since they have no property support.

(o) Are some villagers polygamous? Do some people have concubines?

Few old persons are polygamous. Polygamy is less common among the younger generation. Some have concubines also; it is common in SC community.

FAMILY SUPPORT: 

(p) Are joint families (including two married couples) common?

Joint families per se are not common in the village because of its peculiar occupational pattern, finance business among KVs. Among SCs, after marriage generally the young ones live separately leaving behind the old members. 

(q) What are the main sources of disputes inside families?

Division of property is observed to be the main source of disputes inside the families.

(r) Are women entitled to any part of the family inheritance?

Women are not entitled to any part of the family inheritance if son is available. However, among KVs, now-a-days, women trying to see that some property is registered in their name through husband. 

(s) Are old people always taken care of by their children? If not, why and what do they do?

Old people are taken care of by their children. If not, they have to survive by working or depend on the old age pension (only those who do not have son).

MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES:

(t) What is the position of minority religious groups or dalits in the village? (number, occupation, economic condition, housing segregation)

Numerically, SCs are next to KVs in the village. Their economic condition is poor. They live in an isolated settlement. They are mainly agricultural daily wage workers.

(u) Who lends money in the village?

Kongu Vellala lends money in the village to other caste people.

(v) Which are the leading political factions in the village? Caste and party affiliation.

People from Kongu Vellala community have affiliation to both DMK and MDMK. 

(w) Are there cases of violence in the village (murder, rape, etc.)?

Cases of violence are not there in the village.

(x) Is violence against women common (beatings)?

Wife beating is appears to be common in SC community.

(y) Are there serious land disputes in the village?

There are no serious land disputes in the village.
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Preliminary notes: 

· Some general information about the village may be gathered from printed sources (census data), but most information will be collected during the village survey.

· The survey is not a household survey where the same set of questions is asked to a sample of village households. Many questions are simply descriptive (type of infrastructures, etc.).

· No exact figure need be collected when the information is not readily available. Investigators must however ascertain the plausibility of estimates given (population estimates, irrigated land, migration remittances, etc.) by crosschecking from different sources.

· It is mainly a qualitative survey, where information may be elicited from people belonging to all sections of the population. But the same questions need not be asked systematically and questions remain open: answers do not follow a given format and may stimulate further observations from the interviewees.  

· Some village key village figures will be considered in priority to discuss given issues: teacher, ANM and other PHC personnel, panchayat members, religious leaders, landowners, trade unionist, shop-owners, community leaders, political figures, village accountant, etc. Women and elders are also an important source of information on tradition and change in the village.

· Many issues relate to opinions and perceptions and investigators must therefore compare answers from different people (gender- or caste-wise, for example). Data collection will be much longer than for descriptive questions.

· The last part includes the questionnaire for individual interviews followed by the questionnaires for FGDs.

1. General data on the population (from 1991 or 2001 census)

	Present estimates of population (2002)

Number of households:

Population:

Density: 

Other available Census data
	Not Estimated




	(1991) Population:

           Males: 

           Females:
	1735

909

826
	% Workers by Occupation

                                       (1991)
Cultivators
	29.9

	Child-woman ratio (CWR):
	562
	Agricultural. Labourers: 
	66.4

	Rural district CWR (2001):
	
	Transport:
	Negligible

	
	
	Mining:
	Negligible

	Male Literacy Rate
	44.3
	Fishery, forestry, etc.:
	--

	Female literacy Rate:
	15.9
	Household industry
	--

	District fem. lit. rate (2001):
	53.2
	Other industry:
	Negligible

	
	
	Construction
	Negligible

	% Tribals:
	--
	Trade/commerce
	Negligible

	% Dalits (SCs):
	15.0
	Other services:
	Negligible


	Land use (%): 

Forest:
	82.5

--
	% Cultivated land irrigated
	15.5

	Major irrigation type (%): Tank
	Nil
	Well:
	100

	Canal/river:
	Nil
	Other:
	--


2. Social Composition of the Population (2002 Field Survey)

     (Estimated) number of households per religion in village:

 Hindus:
406
Muslims:
1
Christians:
80
Others:     Nil    

Main denominations/sects among Hindus, Muslims and Christians (when applicable) 

Among Hindus: Vanniar (Most Backward Caste), Adi Dravidar (Scheduled Caste)  

Among Christians: Roman Catholics

Households per caste community in village:

	Name of the Caste / Jati
	Main Occupation
	Number of Households
	Whether MBC/BC/

SC/ST?

	Vanniar
	Agriculture 
	257
	MBC

	Adi Dravidar
	Agricultural wage work
	95
	SC

	Roman Catholics
	Agriculture, Defence
	80
	BC

	Boyar
	Stone cutters
	25
	BC

	Dobi
	Washing
	7
	MBC

	Udaiyar
	Pot makers
	3
	MBC

	Barbar
	Hair dressing
	2
	MBC

	Chettiar
	Weaving
	5
	BC

	Kamma Naidu
	Agriculture, Business
	10
	BC

	Reddiar
	Agriculture, Business
	2
	BC

	Muslim
	Business
	1
	BC


	Type of Caste
	In Village
	In the Area (if different)

	Numerically caste(s) in villages?
	Vanniar
	Vanniar

	Richest castes?  

                         (Moderately Rich)

(property/consumption)
	Vanniar
	Vanniar

	Landholding castes?
	Vanniar
	Vanniar

	Most educated castes?
	RC
	RC

	Upwardly mobile castes?
	RC
	RC

	Most backward castes (land, education, status?)
	SC
	SC

	Landless castes?
	SC
	SC

	Dominant caste? (power, land etc.)
	Vanniar
	Vanniar


3. Accessibility

	Type of Access to Village
	Yes / No
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Kutcha Road
	Yes
	1967-68
	--

	Pucca Road
	Yes
	1996
	--

	Bus stop
	No
	
	2 km

	Bus stand
	No
	
	22 km

	National Highway
	No
	
	20 km

	Railway station
	No
	
	22 km


Number of buses per day:
Government – 2 Trips          

Private – 6 Trips


Main destinations: Thirukkovilur and Kandachipuram

Private bus service: 

Yes

Town with an important bus connection closest to the village:

Thirukkovilur, Villupuram and Thiruvannamalai

(a) Are people complaining about lack of transportation facilities in the village?

Yes, Villagers have to walk about two and a half kilometres to get the bus. At times the Corporation bus trip used to be cancelled or mostly delayed. 

(b) What are the main reasons for visits to nearby towns? (such as health, studies, family visits, places of worship, shopping, etc. excluding work)
Studies, health, places of worship and shopping are the main reasons for visits to nearby towns.

(c) What are reasons for such visits by womenfolk to these places? 

Health, family visits and marriages are reasons for women to visit to these places 

(d) What are the obstacles to visits by women outside the village?

Non-availability of transportation facility and illiteracy are the obstacles to visits by women outside the village.

(e) Who are the women most likely to travel outside the village?

Educated women and women who are working are most likely to travel outside the village.

(f) Where and how far may people go on foot, and for what purpose?

People have to go on foot about 2 km. for the bus stop, around 1-2 km. to agricultural farms and about 3 km. to go to weekly market at Kandachipuram (tiny town).

4. Communications

	Type of Communication
	Yes / No
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Newspapers (received) 
	Yes
	1997
	--

	Community TV sets 

Television sets Cable Connection (No. of channels)
	Yes

Yes   
	1990

2000
	--

--

	Telephones       Public
Private (individual)
STD booths
Internet centre

Accessible by cellular phone
	No

Yes

No

No

No 
	2000 


	5 km.

5 km.

23 km.

--

	Radio (individual/community)
	Yes
	1970
	--

	Post office
	Yes
	1977
	--

	Cinema 
	No 
	
	3 km.


Newspaper

(a) What are the favourite newspapers? Describe them. 

Dinathanthi and Dinakaran are the favourite newspapers in the village. Both are Tamil dailies. One is subscribed by the part-time Postmaster-cum-businessman and other one is subscribed by a Tea Shop owner. First one is one of the leading and most circulated daily. Both the newspapers cover all the day-to-day news around the World, Country, State and District. 

(b) Who prefers which newspapers?

Politically influenced persons like Dinakaran, whereas Dinathanthi liked by all persons.

(c) Who are the people reading regularly newspapers? Do they read newspapers for others (who can't buy or can't read)?

Youngsters and some elders, who are able to read, read newspapers for others.

TV

(d) What are the favourite TV Programmes/Channels? Describe them.

Main channels are Sun TV, KTV, Raj TV, Jaya TV, Vijay TV and DD-5. Films and serials are the favourite programmes of the villagers.

(e) Who are the first people to own a TV in the village? When was that? Profile of these families.

Retired army person in RC community bought TV for the first time in the village. His wife is a social worker in a NGO functioning in the village, called AERP. They bought TV 5 years back. 

(f) Are some people watching TV collectively? Describe how.

Yes, some people gather in a house, where TV is available and watch because only limited number of TV sets is available in the village.

Phone 

(g) Who is using more the phone facilities?

People whose family members stay outside the village like Chennai, Bangalore, etc. use the phone facilities more than others.

(h) For which purposes? (Business, family matters, etc.)

Mostly for family matters.  

(i) Who is using less the phone facilities? (Women, poor sections…) Why?

Women in poorer sections do not use the phone facilities since there is no need for such services.

Mail

(j) Frequency of mail delivery in the village?

Letters are delivered once in a day except on Sundays and National holidays. 

Movies 

(k) How often do people go the movies? 

Going to movies is common among young men. Young women do not go to movies often. Others rarely go to movies.

(l) With whom do they go there? (Alone, with family or friends from the same jati, etc.)

With family members or friends from the same caste.

Pilgrimages 

(m) Where are people going most often to for pilgrimages? 

Thiruvannamalai (25 km.) and Thirukkovilur (23 km).

(n) With whom do they go there? (Alone, with family or friends from the same jati, etc.)

With friends or family members or a group of persons from the same caste would go for pilgrimages.

(o) What are the most important festivals celebrated in the area? By whom?

For village festival called Village Thiruvizha, Pongal, Karthigai Deepam and Tamil New Year are celebrated among Hindus. Among Christians, Christmas and New Year are the most celebrated festivals.

5.  Educational Facilities
	Type of School Facility
	How many?
	If Yes, Year of

Establish-ment
	No. of male Students
	No. of female Students
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Primary School
	2
	1929
	56
	55
	

	Middle School

Secondary School
	No

No
	
	21
	26
	5 km.

5 km.

	Private Schools
	No
	
	
	
	5 km.

	Junior College/Higher secondary
	No
	
	
	
	25 km.

	Technical Institutions (specify)

(Typing, Computer, Tailoring Institutes; Industrial, Teacher Training, Handicrafts Training
	No 
	
	
	
	23 km.

	Anganwadies/balwadies ICDS
	1
	1982
	26
	32
	--

	Others (specify)
	
	
	
	
	


Are children from outside Villages/hamlets coming to school? From where and why?

(a) Primary
: No

(b) Secondary
:  --

Are children from the Village/hamlets going to outside school/College? Where?

(c) Primary
: Kandachipuram (5 km.)
(d) Secondary
: Kandachipuram (5 km.), Mugaiyur (14 km.), Thirukkovilur (23 km.) and
                          Thiruvannamalai (25 km.)
(e) College
: Thirukkovilur and Thiruvannamalai
(f) Are primary school teachers from the same village?

No. Teachers in the primary school come from nearby towns like Thirukkovilur, Vettavalam and Banrutty. 

(g) Observations on the functioning of the primary schools: timing, presence of teaching staff, quality of equipment, noon meals, etc.:

Villagers complain about the teaching staff for their irresponsibility on students and school and also less number of teaching staffs. 

(h) Role of teachers in promoting new life styles and attitudes.

No role has played by the teachers in this aspect. Generally, they do not involve in village matters because they belong to other places.

(i) Influence of religious/traditional education (Madrasas, etc.)? 

Among Christians, priests preach has a strong influence on their behaviour.

(j) Are they educated people from the village who have "done well" outside (role models)? Who are they? 

Only one had educated up to M. SC., M. Phil. and settled in Pudukottai. He is working in a chemical laboratory.

6. Medical Facilities and Health Issues

	Type of Medical and

Health Facility
	How many?
	If Yes, 

Year of establish-ment
	If No, Distance 

to the nearest
	Observations

 on their Functioning

	Sub-centre (SC)
	--
	--
	6 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Primary Health Centre (PHC)
	--
	--
	6 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Community Health Centre (CHC)
	--
	--
	5 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Govt. Dispensary
	--
	--
	8 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Govt. Hospital
	--
	--
	22 km.
	Not Satisfactory 

	Private Hospital 
	--
	--
	5 km.
	Good 

	Hospital by NGOs
	--
	--
	22 km.
	Good 

	Private Clinic/ practitioners
Allopathic

Others (specify: Ayurvedic, homeopathy, Unani, Traditional Healers
	--
	--
	5 km.
	Good

	Village Health Guide
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Traditional Dai
	--
	--
	3 km.
	Satisfactory

	Trained Birth Attendant
	--
	--
	7 km.
	Good

	Nurses
	--
	--
	7 km.
	Not Satisfactory

	Others (specify)
	--
	--
	--
	--


(a) Observations on the functioning of the health infrastructure (if any) : timing, presence of staff, quality of equipment, etc.:

Staffs would not reach Sub-centre in time. People complain that they go to town or to attend some meetings. Even visits to the village also not regular. VHN visits the village only once in a month that too, for a few hours.

(b) Disposal of Waste Material (poor/moderate/good):

Disposal of waste material is very poor. They dump on the road sides or in an open space almost all boundaries of the village.

(c) Drainage facility(poor/moderate/good): Poor 

(d) Source of protected water supply:
Both Piped water and Hand Pumps

(e) Others (specify): --

(f) Is abortion common in the village? Where is it practised? For which sections?

Abortion is somewhat common among Vanniar community. They go to private doctors at Villupuram town. 

(g) Are government health facilities visited / preferred by villagers? Why? 

Government health facilities are visited by the villagers because they do not have sufficient income to visit private hospitals. They do not prefer government health facilities also because of poor quality of service.

(h) Preference for private health care?

People prefer to go to private hospitals because at government health institutions, quality of services and care is not good and waiting time is too long. 

(i) What kind of traditional healers are found in the village?

There is no traditional healer in this village. 

Main illnesses in the village (information from both PHC and from people):

(j) Adults


--

(k) Children 


--

(l) Recent epidemics in the village:

--

(m)  Are some diseases disappearing from the village? Any emerging disease?

 Small Pox. No emerging disease in the village.

7. Public Facilities and Amenities

	Type of Public Facilities

and Amenities
	How many?
	If Yes, Year of Establishment
	If No, Distance to the nearest

	Fair Price Shop (PDS)
	1
	1982
	--

	Milk Co-operative, 

Agricultural Co-operative, 

Credit Co-operative Society 
	--

--

--
	--

--

--
	3 km.

5 km.

5 km.

	Poultry farm
	--
	--
	23 km.

	Bank
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Post Office
	1
	1972
	--

	Tractors
	4
	1998
	--

	Heavy Vehicles (own)
	--
	--
	

	Light Vehicles (own)
	--
	--
	--

	Motorcycles
	Numerous 
	--
	--

	Weekly market
	-- 
	--
	5 km.

	Drinking Water Tap connections (own)
	--
	--
	--

	Public toilets
	--
	--
	--

	Panchayat office
	1
	1993
	--

	Church
	2
	Since a long time 
	5 km.

	Temples
	4
	Since a long time 
	

	Mosque
	--
	--
	25 km.

	Other places of worship or pilgrimage
	2
	Sine a long time
	37 km.

	Others (specify)
	
	
	


(a) Who are the people using the bank facilities and for which purposes?

Cultivators use the bank facilities to get loans and members fo Self Health Groups use to deposit the money and get loans out of it.

(b) Who are the people not using any bank facilities and why?

Generally, poor people and illiterate people do not use the bank facilities.

8. Peoples' Organization








Availability of membership







  Yes/no
   Year of est.
 

Political/caste/religious organizations:

    

Mahila Mandal, Youth Club, Sports club

No
Fan association/mandram



Rajni and Vijaykanth fan association, 

registered in 1992
Jana Vignana Vedika, Others (specify)

No
Traditional caste panchayat (earlier and now)
Ooru Panchayat
Since a long time
Other important caste/religious/political organizations (specify and describe) No
______________________________________________________________________

(a) What are the most active organizations? What are they doing?

AERP - a Non-Government Organization. They help to improve women’s economic status. Self Help Group – Women form these groups. They collect money and save on the name of the SHG, which they belong to. After certain amount has been deposited, the money is given as loans to involve the women in income generating activities. 

(b) Who are the members? (age, gender, economic status, education, caste)

Women who are in poor economic condition are the members of this group. There are two SHGs in the village, one among Vanniars and another among RCs and SCs. 

9. Industrial / Commercial Establishments

	Type of Industrial/Commercial Establishments
	How many?
	If yes, year of establishment
	If no, distance to the nearest

	Mill/Small Scale Industry
	--
	--
	25 km.

	Major Industry
	--
	--
	25 km.

	Household Industry
	--
	--
	25 km.

	Motor / cycle repair shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Electrical Repair/shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Bunk / provision shop
	6
	1996-98
	--

	Market / Kirana Shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Pharmacy / Medical shop
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Cinema Hall / Tent
	--
	--
	5 km.

	Pawn shop / money lender
	--
	--
	5 km.


What are the development programmes active in the village?

Such as Development of Women and Children of Rural Areas (DWACRA), Self Help Groups (SHG), Podupu Lakshmi, Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), National Rural Employment Programme (NREP), Training Rural Youth for Self Employment (TRYSEM), Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS), Indira Awass Yojana (IAY), Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana (SGNY), CMEY, Prime Minister Rojgar Yojana (PMRY), Annapoorna, National old age pension (OAP), Others (specify)

Self Help Groups (SHGs), National Old Age Pension and AERP is creating awareness among the villagers.

Who are beneficiaries? Who selects them? 

People belonging to Scheduled Caste and economically backward castes are the beneficiaries of the scheme. 

What is the villagers' perception of the government's or the NGOs' action?
Villagers perceive that the NGO’s service is good.

10. Agriculture and Related Activities

    Main crops (by order of decreasing importance in area and value):

    Area, whether irrigated, number of yearly crops, whether produce sold and where

	Main crops
	Area in Hectares
	Whether Irrigated?
	Number of Crops per year
	Where is the crop sold 

(if at all sold)?

	1 Kambu (Pearl millet)
	233.43
	No
	1
	Villupuram (22 km.)

	2 Paddy
	27.76
	Yes
	1
	Villupuram (22 km.)

	3 Ground nut
	10.17
	No
	1
	Kandachipuram (5 km.)

	4 Sugarcane
	5.03
	Yes
	1
	In the village itself

	5 Ragi (Finger millet)
	0.48
	No
	1
	Kandachipuram (5 km.)


(a) Irrigation type (canal, tank, …), year of introduction, % of village lands

Wells are the main source of irrigation

(b) Description of most common types of land tenure (ownership, tenure, landless, etc.): 

Most of the villagers do cultivation in their own lands and some cultivate on lease basis.

(c) Main agricultural seasons and slack season.

Winter season (during October – December) is the agricultural season. During other times, not much work would be there in agriculture and related activities. 

(d) Whether any labour or produce exchange (jajmani-like)

No such things.

(e) Distance to the market place for the main crops

Thirukkovilur (23 km.) and Villupuram (22 km.)

(f) Other agro-based activities: plantations, forestry, dairy, poultry, fishing…

Some people have one or two cows and the milk is sold among the villagers, in addition to the milk agent, who collects and sells the same in the nearby town.

(g) Husbandry in the village

As above. 

11. Other Rural Activities

(a) Handicrafts (pottery, basketry, weaving, etc.):

Income, age and sex of workers, monthly income 

A few families are engaged in pottery and weaving mattresses. They earn, on an average, an income of Rs. 50/- per day by selling those in the market.

(b) Small-scale industries: (handlooms, biddies, matches, bricks, etc)

Income, age and sex of workers, monthly income 

       No such things in the village

(c) Other local activities

No other local activities. 

(d) Illegal and clandestine activities (prostitution, distillation, smuggling, poaching, etc.)

Distillation of pattasarayam (country made arrack) is going on in the village. Roughly 30-40 litres of arrack would be sold every day. For that, they have to bribe the police men; about Rs. 2000/- every week. 

(e) Daily commuters and short-term mobility to near-by areas: where and who?

Kandachipuram (5 km.) and Thirukkovilur (23 km.) are the places of short-term mobility. Daily commuters to these places are RC men, who work as drivers.  

(f) Child labour: 

Main activities, income, age and sex 

Mainly male children are sent for work at the age of 10 to work in hotels and some help in agriculture work also. Girls also help in agriculture work or herding the cattle since the age of 10.

(g) Women's work:

Main tasks in agriculture and other activities, income

Wage differentials for agricultural labour: male vs. female

      The wage rate in the village for males is Rs.50-60/- per day and for females, it is Rs.20/-.

(h) What are the major recent changes in local activities (irrigation, industries, commuting, etc.)? How are women affected by these changes?

Women attitudes and behaviour have started changing over a period of time by seeing the living condition of the people where they go for work.

12. Migration

(a) Short-term migrations to other areas (harvest, labour contracts, etc.):

Main destinations:
Villupuram, Pondicherry, Chennai, Bangalore, etc.


Main activities of migrants: Construction and work at hotels, domestic servants, loaders,

                                             vegetable vendors, hawkers, etc.

Duration of stay: 3-6 months.

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status, reasons for migrating)? --

      Children from Most Backward Community (Vanniars). Very few from SC and RC

      communities also.





(b) Long-term migrations to other districts in the state: Bangalore and selected cities. 
Main destinations:
   Selected towns / cities


Main activities of migrants: Construction workers, vegetable vendors, hawkers, defence. 

Do migrants remit?  Yes.

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status, reasons for migrating)? 

                    Few Vanniars and Some Roman Catholics. 

First families to migrate and when? 

Roman Catholics as early as 20-30 years back. Vanniars for the last 10 years only. 

(c) Migration to other states: As in 11 (b). 

Main destinations: As in 11 (b).

Main activities of migrants:
As in 11 (b). 

Do migrants remit?  As in 11 (b).

Who are the migrants (communities, economic status, reasons for migrating)? 

     As in 11 (b)
First families to migrate and when?

As in 11 (b). 

(d) Migration abroad: --

Main destinations
 --





Main activities of migrants:  -- 



Do migrants remit?
--


Who are the migrants (communities, economic status)?  --



First families to migrate and when?  --

(e) In-Migration from outside: Nil.

Main places of origins of in-migrants:                             --



Main activities of in-migrants


           --

Number of in-migrants 



           --

(f) Remittances and donations from migrants:

What are they used for? Housing, improving agriculture, places of worship, land purchase, small businesses, education/health, food...

Remittances are used for day-to-day livelihood, purchase / renovation of house, and to take care of the elders.

(g) Relationship between migrants and local. Influence of returning migrants in the village:

Migrants and local residents have good contact. Migrants come for festivals, family functions, condolences, etc. to the village. 

13. Links of Villagers with Other Localities

      (This section refers to the village as a whole or to the major communities in it)

FAMILY LINKS: 

(a) Family links with neighbouring villages and other areas (marriage, etc.):

Marriage links are mainly within the village and with members of neighbouring villages. 

(b) Any change in family links with neighbouring villages over the years?

Marriage links with members of the same village and nearby villages have been changed over a period of time to a smaller extent. Very few, now-a-days, have links with members residing in other distant villages / towns also. 

VISITS TO TOWNS:

(c) Shopping: where do people go to buy what? (Agricultural equipment, modern commodities, cloths and materials, etc.)

Mainly villagers go to nearby towns, Kandachipuram, Villupuram, Thirukkovilur to buy agricultural equipments, clothes, furniture, grocery items, vegetables, etc.

(d) Other occasions: religious or cultural events, cinemas, etc.

Religious events take place in the village itself. Rarely, villagers go to pilgrimages like Tirupati, Tiruvannamalai, etc.

SUMMARY:

(e) Who are the people with more links outside the village?

       People who work in other towns / cities and politically active persons have close links outside the village. 

(f) Who are the people who visit other localities most often?

People who are politically active and better in economic status visit other localities often.

(g) Who are the people with fewer links outside the village?

Economically backward people have fewer links outside the village.

(h) Who are the people who visit other localities less often?

Economically backward people visit other localities less often.

14. Socio-demographic Features of the Village

     (This section refers to the village as a whole or to the major communities in it)

BIRTH:

(a) Are women returning to their native place for birth? 

Yes, women return to their maternal home for the first birth.

(b) Are deliveries with traditional midwives (dais) common? 

Deliveries with traditional midwives are somewhat common in the past, irrespective of their community background. 

(c) Proportion of births attended by trained person.

Except a few deliveries, all deliveries are attended by trained personnel.

(d) Are women secluded after birth?

Seclusion after birth is there. After 9 days of delivery only, they are allowed inside the house.

(e) Rituals and ceremonies after birth of boys and of girls.

Naming ceremony is the one celebrated widely after birth. Naming ceremony is common for both boy and girl babies.

PUBERTY: 

(f) Are puberty ceremonies common?

Ceremonies related to puberty are still in practice, but to a lesser extent in the recent past. Such practice is common among all communities of the village. 

(g) What do these ceremonies involve? (Expenses, functions, etc.)

Generally, maternal uncle has to present some gifts like jewel, cash, dress, etc. to the girl who attained puberty. Other expenses are depending upon the members to be invited and attend such function. 

MARRIAGE: 

(h) From where are brides (grooms)? 

Bride or grooms are mostly from the same village or nearby villages, irrespective of their community background. 

(i) Are marriages among relatives common?

Marriages among relatives is most common among the SCs and Vanniars, but not practiced among Roman Catholics.  

(j) Are "love marriages" common? 

Love marriages are somewhat common among Scheduled Castes and Roman Catholics, but rare among Vanniars.

(k) Is the dowry system prevalent? Since how many generations?

Dowry system is somewhat prevalent in this village. The amount of dowry ranges between 5-10 sovereigns of gold among Vanniars, whereas it varies between 2-5 sovereigns of gold among SCs and RCs. 

(l) Differences among communities in mean age at marriage?

Among SCs, marriages of girls are mostly performed around 13-15 years, whereas among RCs, it is mostly 18 years only.  In the case of Vanniars, it ranges between 18-20 years.

DIVORCE, REMARIAGE, POLYGAMY: 

(m) Is divorce or repudiation occurring?

Marriage dissolution is comparatively higher among SCs and also appears to be easy, but not that common among RCs and Vanniars. 

(n) Can widows remarry? What is the position of widows? Of widows with no son?

Widow re-marriages are heard in SCs and RCs, but among Vanniars.  

(o) Are some villagers polygamous? Do some people have concubines?

Few persons from older generation were polygamous. However, such practice is less common among the younger generation. Few older as well as younger persons have concubines. 

FAMILY SUPPORT: 

(p) Are joint families (including two married couples) common?

No, nuclear families are the most common in the village. 

(q) What are the main sources of disputes inside families?

Division of property is observed to be the main source of disputes inside the families.

(r) Are women entitled to any part of the family inheritance?

Women are entitled to part of the family inheritance, if the property is on mother’s name.

(s) Are old people always taken care of by their children? If not, why and what do they do?

Some take care of the parents very well. Some even beat their parents. Those who were not taken care of by parents are generally worked to live or suffer till their end of life. Few are getting Government supported old age pension and free rice from the public distribution system. 

MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES:

(t) What is the position of minority religious groups or dalits in the village? (number, occupation, economic condition, housing segregation)

Numerically SC is more in the village. They live in an isolated settlement. They are mainly agricultural (daily wage) workers. Some own small units of dry lands. 

(u) Who lends money in the village?

Vanniar and Mudhaliar community lend money in the village to other caste people.

(v) Which are the leading political factions in the village? Caste and party affiliation.

Vanniar community affiliated to PMK (Pattali Makkal Katchi).

(w) Are there cases of violence in the village (murder, rape, etc.)?

Cases of violence are not there in the village.

(x) Is violence against women common (beatings)?

Wife beating is common in all the communities.

(y) Are there serious land disputes in the village?

There are no serious land disputes in the village. 

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS

INANGANUR VILLAGE (LOW FERTILITY SITE)

Focus Group Discussion -1

Kongu Vellala (Backward Caste) - Male - Old (Age 40–59 Years)

Table A. 1

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of House 
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	Dhanasekaran
	41
	8
	10
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	1
	1

	2. 
	Karuppusamy

          Gounder
	55
	4
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	2
	2

	3. 
	Karunanidhi
	46
	8
	NA
	CUL
	NA
	BWTR
	2
	2

	4. 
	Periasamy
	55
	6
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	2
	2

	5. 
	Natrayan
	44
	8
	10
	CW
	HW
	MWTR
	1
	1

	6. 
	Ramasamy
	57
	2
	3
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	2
	2

	7. 
	Udhayasankar
	41
	8
	6
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	8. 
	Selvan
	37
	12
	10
	CUL/

FIN
	HW
	MWTR
	0
	0


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; NA = Not Applicable because the Participant may be Widowed/            Separated and thereby, spouse is not there. HW = House Wife; CW = Construction Work; FIN = Finance Business; AL = Agricultural Labour; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with Bricks and Tiles Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(3). 30 years back itself people of our village had some awareness. Changes were there. Definitely, there has been a change in the past 30 years.

(8). Economic conditions have changed. Modernization has come.

(6). Educational development is there. Living conditions of people have been an example to others. 50 years back E.V.R. (Pagutharivu Thanthai - Peiryar ) came to this village 2-3 times. For about 60 years, our people know him. Therefore, they lived with wisdom beyond politics. That time onwards, people of our village have decided how to live.

(6). Developed in all aspects. 

(3). Scheduled Castes (Adi Dravidars) are still in backward (poor) condition. They are also not like earlier. In these 10 years, they have also developed as per our expectation. They are also equally developing like us.

(b) Economic Conditions?

(3). 80% of the population has developed to maintain their own requirements. Another 20% of the population has to develop up to the level.

(c) Agriculture?

(3). No sufficient water / irrigation water for agriculture.

(4). No development in agriculture forever.

(6). There is development in agriculture. No monsoon rains. Lands have become dry. No river (or) pond in this area and thereby, not much development in agriculture.

(3). Because of no water for irrigation, agriculture people use to grow cows or sheep. No development in agriculture productivity. Earlier people used to grow Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum), chilly and groundnut. In these 10–15 years, people started to grow cash crops, giving the main one is Kannuvalli plant. Next one is drumstick tree. Drumstick trees are there for 30–40 years. Growing of these two is the main source of income during the last 10-15 years.

(8). Kannuvalli Kilangu and drumstick trees are the important plants.

(d) Housing conditions?

(3). Earlier there were only huts.  There were so many huts.  Now it is changing to tiled or concrete houses.

(e) Food? 

(3). People take good food (made out of rice) now-a-days.
(4). Earlier several types of foods were taken like Kambu (Pearl Millet), Ragi (Finger millet), Cholam (Sorghum). Now everybody is doing commercial crops plantation. So people take rice only.
(5). In all the communities, rice food only.

(3). Now mostly rice only.

(8). People want to eat old type pulses and cereals. But now it is not possible to cultivate such plants, because of less income.

(3). Now nobody likes to take those types of foods. Unless there is some reason to eat those foods, everybody eats rice only.
(e1) Drinking Water?

(3). Earlier we used to fetch drinking water from wells. 30 years before and all we have to get inside a deep well to fetch water. And then hand pumps came. Now, compression motors have come and taps also.

(g) Health facilities?

(3). No chance for such facilities in our village so far. We have to go for about 30 kms.

(6). We have to go to some other village.

(5). No sufficient health care facilities for this village.

(6). No Government or private hospital in this village.

(h) Transport facilities?

(8). We have to walk for about 2kms for transportation. Now mini bus is there since two years.

(6). Now mini bus has come. 

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(3). Now they are so free. They are coming equivalent to us.

(6). Their freedom has not been affected forever.

(7). It has not been affected earlier and now also.

(5). In our village, no difference among males and females, all are equal.

(3). In education also, they are equal to us. Even though they do not take part in our job or work, they are equal in educational status.

(7). Women are literate to a certain extent. They know to read and write.

(3). Women are studying now. The chance of having education is less for males.

(5). Women are educated to a certain extent. 

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(3). Now most of the villagers are going to nearby towns. So children’s behaviour towards parents is better.

(7).
  Now, the behaviour of children towards parents is good.

(6). There is no situation like children go just like that with that. They have some education also, so they behave in a good manner.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(6). Since the olden days it has not changed.

(7). Even if one time they are angry, another time they take care well.

(6). Not looking after the parents in this village is less common.

(3). Even if they do not take care, with their property, they are able to manage.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?

(3). Problems are mostly solved in the village itself. If they want to approach higher officers, they consult with the villagers, and then only go.

(6). As far as possible, all the problems are solved without going to government.

(4). Nobody approaches government.

(3). Even if it goes to government again it is done by the villages only. Not going to government and all.

(5). We do not create situations like government officials come and ask our requirements.

(6). Problems are solved here itself as far as possible.  Not going to police station and all.  Even the situations which are not manageable are solved here itself.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(3). Mostly marriages are performed after 3 – 4 years of attending puberty.  

(6). Mostly at the ages of 18 or 19. One or two marriages are performed at the age of 16 or so.

(7). Generally, after 18 or 19 only.

(6). Harijans (SCs) may get married at early ages. In our community, in Gounder community, it is not like that. Mostly in the ages 18, 19, 20, 23 like that.

(3), (6). Not like that even if the girl is studying, after 20 years they do not wait because of education.

(7). Even after marriage some are studying but no delaying marriage because of education.

(5). No delaying of marriage because of education.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(3). We have Kulam (clan), and then brotherhood relationship should not be there. We see in other Kulam. Not seeing dowry and all. Not asking dowry and all.

(6). Boy and girl should live a happy life, so we see lands, property and economic status according to parents’ socio-economic status.

(3). We know beforehand how much dowry they can give; because we know already.

(8). Dowry is not a problem.

(3). Equal status is seen. In the case of education, if a person completed an undergraduate degree, people search for a person with degree.

(6). It is definitely seen. We see education, job, family status, character and quality of the family.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(3). It is there. It is more common. Some see horoscope. If it is not matching, they do not want to marry the same person.

(7). It is now less than earlier.

(3). Now because of awareness they go according to their status. Same thing is happening among scheduled caste also. They go beyond us.

(6). Earlier they used to wear Mangalyam in Aluminium metal which has Laxmi (Goddess) in it. Now they wear gold “Mangalyam”. They do like our community.  They have changed like that.

(3). Harijans have developed like that.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(3). In our village, nobody demands dowry.

(5). They see according to their status.

(3). When the families of girls and boys decide to look for a match, they know how much they give.

(6). No body demands for money or jewels.

(8). They see according to their status.  They know how much they can give.

(3). Both the families share the marriage expenses.  It is divided into two halves.

(6). Marriage expenses are for both the families, giving jewellery in marriage is left to girl’s family. According to that boys family also give something.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(3). Now-a-days mostly one child only. Not more than that.

(5). One or two, if male, one is enough.

(3). If female, they go for another child; otherwise male means one only.

(1). One only.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(3). According to our opinion, it is better to have two children.

(1). Two only. Two are better.

(3). Male is wanted. If both are females; they stop with that in our village.

(8). Earlier people wanted male child.  Now it is not like that.

(6). Whether male or female, they want a child.

(5). They have that much awareness; preference to male child is not there.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(3). Now, it has been reduced because of availability of health facilities. Immunizations are given.

(5). We give immunization without fail; so, not much diseases.

(6). After delivery, immunizations are given in the hospital itself. Now-a-days deliveries are taking place in hospitals only.

(5). Now nurses and doctors are coming from the government hospital (PHC). They take care off well. So it has been reduced.

(3). Now-a-days, no home deliveries. All are going to hospitals. Since 20 years onwards, people go to hospitals.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(3). We have to decide; it is better.

(8). We only have to decide.
(e) Reasons for high fertility.

     (3). They do not have awareness. They do not think about the economic conditions.

     (6). However, there is some control in Gounder community.

     (3). If one child is there, we can provide good education and give a happy life.

(6). Harijans have still 3–4 children. Though they have awareness now-a-days in other aspects, they do not have awareness about the number of children.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

     (3). Enough. If less children, we are able to provide them a good life.

     (4). Awareness is the main reason.

     (7). Economic condition.

(6). To save educational development.

(3). At first, male child is expected.  If they get male child, they stop with that.  Otherwise, they go for next. If it is also female child, they definitely stop with that. Nobody goes for 3rd child. No 3– 4 children norms.

(5). Even if both are females, it is enough.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(3). Sons are being sent to schools. People want some to be in some job other than agriculture. Daughters are given education. They are taught to cook. They should live a happy life.

(6). Girls are taken care of better than sons.

(5). Girls are treated equivalent to boys.

(3). No hating of sons/daughters. Sons can be with us forever. Daughters have to go to another family. They should be in a good position. Our daughter should go to rich family. Our daughter–in–law should be from poor family. It is my opinion.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

 (3). High fertility is not there in our village; even 3 children are not there in our village.

(1). No large number of children.

(6). No such situation.

(3). Hindus do not have 3–4 children.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children?  One or two more children?

      (3). Good. He planned to have only one child like that.  Not taking as a wrong notion. 

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(3). No. Rich people only have fewer children.  Even if we have crores of rupees (of money) also one is enough, if it is a male child.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(3). People go to government hospital only (for operation i.e., sterilization). 

       No other method is used.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(6). As far as I know, from 1962–63 onwards FP is there. That time government made the teachers to get the persons for FP. Even before that, in our village, we have FP.  Since 22 years, it is there. In my home, my wife had gone to sterilization 22 years back itself.

(7). It is there for the last 20–22 years. That time they were afraid of FP.  Now, people are aware.

(6). That time, it was compulsory. People won’t go for sterilization voluntarily.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude).

(3). As far as possible, they go at the delivery time only to nearby hospitals situated in the towns like Dindigul and Oddanchatram.

(8). Wherever they go for delivery, they do FP there itself.

(6). If they want to go for FP, they do in the place (hospital), where the delivery takes place.

(3). People are happily going for FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(3). As far as we know, it is not there like earlier in this area. 

(6). It was there long before 30 years.

(3). It has so many side effects. People prefer FP.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(3). We forgot it. Now nobody goes for it. Before 30–40 years, it would have been there.  Now, it is not there. No experience in our group.

(6). Some follow Siddha medicine, when it is in foetus. It was happening earlier rarely.  Sometimes it may get failed.

(5). Earlier, many have died because of that.

(3). That is before 20–25 years, now–a–days it is not there.

(5). Even before 40 years.

(3). Earlier, it would have been there. I am not denying. But now it is not there. Now nobody knows it. We may talk but we cannot do it.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(3). No, it is not like that. Now it has changed.

(6). It has changed now.

    
(3). First they expect males. That is true. About 50% of the people go for scanning 

        (sex determination test or sonography).

 (6). Male means some happiness.

 (3). Earlier, it was there. Now, it is not there.

   
      (8). They want ‘Varisu’ (heir) for their family and lands.

 (3). Males are with us forever. Females have to go to another family. So, people prefer sons. But females are also wanted to condole (weep) at the time of death of the parents.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(3). No. Not like that.

(8). 10% is there.

(3). They determine the sex through scan (sonography).  If it is first female, they leave it. If next time also, it is female they go for sonography and foeticide.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

      (3). No differences, except for marriage.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(3). Mostly sons help their father and mother. They do not expect any help from daughters; mostly through sons only. In one or two families daughters are helping.

(7). If sons are not there, daughters are helping.

(8). If no male ‘Varisu’ females family come and stay with their parents. So, automatically they take care of their parents and help them.

(6). They do the duty of looking after the parents.

(5). Boys (sons) give money and food, in addition to expenses on the girl child (daughter’s)  like marriage, delivery, etc. 

(3). Earlier they were in a mentality to earn. Now they have enough economy to educate the children. After 20 years, they start working.

(5). Usually, study up to 10th standard. Then they go for work.

(3). In our generation, people had gone to earn. Now (for the last 10 years), people want to study. Now, economic condition is also good. Still 10% of the people are in poor economic condition. They send their children early to earn.

(6). Now people want their children to have knowledge and they are sent to school.

7   CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(3). At the present situation, one should have at least a degree in India and Tamil Nadu to live a better life. One has to study at least till the age of 25. 

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(3). Parents are ready to spend on education for both male and female children. They are giving preference to girls’ education in the recent past.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(3). It is up to their level of education. It changes with their development.

(6). Whether it is male / female, as they like it.

(3). Whatever the children want. But basically, degree is necessary, job is secondary.  They want to educate their daughters and sons. If they study it is better, otherwise, we can’t do anything.

(5). Poor people send their children to school till 10th standard.

(6). Now, people want their children to know at least to read and write. So, they send them to school.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?
(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)?

(8). Family property has to be given.

(3). Family property is only for sons. After marriage, property is given to sons. 

       In our community, girls do not demand for family property.

(6). Daughters do not come and ask.

(7). For lands, they do not come.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(8). Parents want their children to take care of them at the old age.

(6). We want their life to be happy.

(7). People want to care their parents at the old age.

(6). They expect a prestigious life. Not expecting more than that.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(3). In our village, all are going outside for some business. They live alone, not because of indifference to parents, but because of the situation in this village. Nobody wants to be in this village. Otherwise, there is no problem.

(8). Parents do not expect.

(6). At the younger ages, nobody is here. They go outside for some work. There they live separately only.

(3). With male children only. Female child goes to another family. We cannot stay with them. We go to their house as a guest for 3–4 days, that’s all. No chance of going there and living permanently. 

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(3). They expect male children like that. Females go to another family after marriage.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(3). In our village, people get married at later age. So, they get children late. So they have fewer children only. Not more than one or two children.

(6). Self control has come in the ancient days itself. So, most of the people in our village naturally, have one or two children only.
(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(3). In our village, educated persons had fewer children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(3). Now, we cannot tell even SC people.

(1). They (SC) also have fewer children only. Not 4–5 and all.

(8). Mostly 2 – 3 only.

(6). One SC family has 5 female children. All of them are unmarried.

(3). In Tamil Nadu, SCs have first place in producing more number of children. Even today, some of them have more than three children.

(8). In all the places, SC families have 4–5 children.

(5). They do not give importance to property. They think children as their property.

(8). They are not aware that, “if they have more children, they have to face problems”.

(3). Their educational level is very low.

1 – they (SC)

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(3). Adi Dravidars (SCs) in Tamil Nadu.

(4). Muslims and SCs.

(8). Muslims have more children.

(7). They want to develop their religion.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(4). Our community only (Kongu Vellalars).

(5). Kongu Vellalars.

(2). One or two, not more than that.

(4). One or two in all the houses.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(3). Yes, we can say like that. Seeing our community they learn.

(6). They are living close to us. So, they learn our habits.

(3). In economic condition also, they want to come above our level.

(4). They get so many facilities from government. So, they are developing.

(6). Without government’s help, will it be possible to build concrete houses by SCs.

(2). By seeing us, they are developing.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?
(8). Nobody gives such an advice.

(6). It comes naturally.

(2). It is up to their opinion. Nobody advices.

(4). On seeing others, they learn. Not teaching them.

Focus Group Discussion - 2
Kongu Vellala (Backward Caste) - Male – Old Old (Age 60+ Years) 

Table A. 2

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of House 
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1.
	Murugesan

	62
	6
	NA
	CUL
	NA
	MWTR
	2
	2

	2.
	Sadayappa 

          Gounder
	86
	3
	IL
	CUL
	HW
	MWTR
	4
	2

	 3.
	Palaniappa 

          Gounder
	80
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	HW
	MWTR
	3
	3

	 4.
	Natrayan
	70
	2
	NA
	AL
	NA
	MWTR
	1
	1

	5.
	Ramasamy
	63
	10
	10
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	6.
	Sellappa 

          Gounder
	64
	5
	IL
	CUL
	AL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	7.
	Karuppusamy
	61
	6
	IL
	CUL
	HW
	MWTR
	2
	2

	8.
	Subramani
	64
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	1

	9.
	Kuppusamy
	71
	2
	IL
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	2
	2

	10.
	Kandasamy
	67
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	2
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; NA = Not Applicable because the Participant may be Widowed / Separated and thereby, spouse is not there; HW = House Wife; AL= Agricultural Labour; CUL = Cultivation; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(1). Now there is more development than before in agriculture and also in business. 

       All are living in good condition.

(5). Not worse. We can say there is development not only in agriculture, but also in business.

(10). Development is not due to agriculture, it is because of business only.

(6). Developments in business only, not in agriculture

(b) Economic conditions?

(5). We can say there is development in economic condition. What else can we say?

(5). High, high, it is very high.

(10). Development in business.

(1). Those who are doing business have good development. Those who believe in and depend on agriculture, have only loans due to cumulative losses. Of course, money transaction is now better than earlier.

(c) Agriculture?

(1). Now in agriculture, drumsticks and Kannuvalli Kilangu are the main crops.

(5). Earlier, it was bullocks to plough, now tractor.

(2). Now agriculture is worse off. That much is sure.

(1). If we do cultivation, we have to yawn (meaning loss). Earlier production was high.  We put natural manure. We had 5,6,10 cows and sheep also. Now nobody has cattle.  Now we put fertilizers that we get from market, which are costly. But yield is less and thereby, continuous losses in agriculture.

(6). Earlier, natural manure was there.

(1). For cash crops, we should use fertilizers.

(6). Cultivation is spoiled because of nature’s conspiracy. No adequate rains like earlier. If rains are on time, agriculture might not have been a failure. It would have been in good condition. Because of no rains, we sold out cattle, now we do not have natural manure and we are making use of lot of chemical fertilizers.

(1). We cannot develop due to agriculture ever. There is lot of change than earlier. If rains come we get income, otherwise no. We do not get anything from land. We cannot save even Rs.10/- from agriculture. Earlier, we had livestock, so manure was there. In the past 10 years, no natural manure.

(10). We cannot develop due to agriculture. Business only is the alternative.

(5). Main business is finance.

(10). All have finance business, about 90%. 

(3). All finance.

(1). My two daughters are doing finance business.

(d) Housing conditions?

(1). There is modernization.

(5). If we press a button (switch), we get water at home. Then how can we say there is no development?

(1). I am here now. Now motor is running in my field. Earlier, I go at 10 o’clock night to switch on the motor. It costs Rs. 6000/-. There is development. Now people are more modernized than earlier.

(5). Now LPG, mixie, etc. without these, nobody cooks.

(1). Grind in mixie, no hand flouring and all, put rice, grind in mixie and cook in a cooker.

(10). No production of Kambu (Pearl Millet) and Cholam (Sorghum).
(1). Nobody eats that, and first of all among the present generation nobody knows how to cook that.

(e) Food? 

(4). It is changed completely.

(1). Rice is bad for health. Because of rice, he has been affected by paralysis.

(3). Because of earlier food, I did so many works. Now because of rice, our hands and legs do not work. 

(10). Now-a-days where is the production of Cholam (Sorghum).
(1). Who knows to clean Cholam (Sorghum) now? It cannot be cooked in gas or cooker. It needs Aduppu (traditional arrangement for cooking fire). Now-a-days, women do not know to use all those things.

(5). Earlier, people cook Kool (porridge). Now who prepares that? Girls do not even know what it is?

(1). Now, nobody knows it.

(e1) Drinking Water?
(1). Definitely, there is change in drinking water.

(5). Now, we are lifting water from a depth of 600 feet. If we keep that water for 2 days in a pot, white rounds are noticed (formed).

(6). There will be bronze colour in the water.

(1). Bore well water is not as good as well water. Earlier, we got good water through wells.

(5). In 1952, there was a severe draught; about half of the villagers were not in the village.

(10). That time, water was there at a level of 45 or 50 ft itself.

(e2) Clothes? 

(1). Now people wear clothes in a modernized way. Now women want to wear one saree for each day. They want to dress daily.

(2). The dress materials that are worn now, are bad to health.

(1). Earlier, for 4 days one saree, now for each day one saree.

(9). I did not even see pants and shirts in those days.

(g) Schooling?

(5). Some have studies up to graduation, even post graduation.

(9). Salarapatti school was closed one year back, in last party’s period.

(6). About 6 months before.

(3). Thalayaripatti school was closed two years back.

 (5). By and large, people from our community now-a-days are studying at towns / cities, as the younger generation is residing there for finance business. 

(2). To be frank, for our children we thought of education only up to 8-10th standards only, which is sufficient for doing finance business. Only our grandchildren are encouraged to continue higher education and all that. 

(g1) Health facilities?

(9). 40 years back, no hospital was there nearby, now hospitals are there nearby; but not in the village.

(6). We have to go 10 kms. for hospital i.e., to Pallapatti or Markampatti.

(10). Even if it is 1 o’clock in the night, we have to go to Markampatti or Pallapatti.

(6). We have to go by hiring a vehicle. Those who have own vehicles, can go; others have to request them and go.

(1). Sometimes, we go with the vehicle and bring the doctor here.

(h) Transport facilities?

(5). It is there.

(6). It is more compared to earlier.

(1). Now we have two wheelers in large numbers.  Even if we ask, somebody helps us.

(i) Entertainment?

(5). Talking about politics.

(2). Earlier, we used to play “Adupuli Attam, Pandiattam”. Once we were playing these games, District Collector came and sat aside us.

(7). Newspaper comes at 7.30 A.M in the bus we read that till 9 O’clock. Then sit under the tree and gossip.

(2). We sit under a tree and talk about day-to-day affairs and about others.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(5). They are free without any problem.

(2). Generally, conditions of women are good.

(1). Generally, they are free.

(5). They behave according to the family. Not even 1 or 2 women, go beyond that.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(5). No changes are perceived in that. They respect elders. No problem. They do not stay here.

(1). 1 in 100 may behave differently. Otherwise, they come for one or two days. No problem.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(3). They take care well.

(1). They take care in a good manner. 2 or 4 in 100 may not see their parents.

(5). They look after well. Some are getting pension (word used sarcastically for the money they get from their children). They get some amount per year also. It is happening like this.  

(1). If we do not have money, they give.

(4). They talk something and give money. If they are not giving money, we do not have work here.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(5). In our village, we know all officials at the higher level. We go and talk to them directly. We know since 1958 from District Collector to Commissioner, so they do for us. Now there is one lady commissioner in Aravakurichi. She comes directly and sees the streets. No problem. They do for us.

3. MARRIAGE

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

(5). What ever it may be, for girls after 3 years of puberty only marriages are performed. Nobody arranges below 18 years.

(6). At about 19 years. If a girl attains puberty at 13 years, we do not perform marriage.  We use to perform at 19, 20 or 21 years.

(10). Yes, 20, 21, 22 years.

(5). Earlier, marriages were celebrated at higher ages.

(3). Earlier, the age at marriage for girls was 25-27; but now-a-days nobody is doing like that. Mostly marriages are arranged within 20 years.

(4). All young generation are at different places outside the village. No one stays here.  They study there till they get marry.

(3). In our community, all are at outer places. Only one or two are here. For marriages and all, they come here.

(5). My brother’s wife has studied M.Sc., M. Ed.

(3). Now, many girls are studying.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(5). First importance is given to horoscope.

(3). If it matches only, we perform marriage.

(5). We look at property also.

(4). That is the foremost thing, we see.

(5). Education is second.  Property is the first one.

(2). Some look at age, some do not. Those who see property do not look up age.

(4). Not seeing of job. People make sure whether he has “Kandhu Vatti” (money lending business) shop.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(5). It is happening frequently.

(4). Now, it is less among relatives.

(3). Earlier, nobody write horoscope properly. That time, even if bride or groom opposed, marriages were performed. Now-a-days, if both (horoscopes of bride and groom) accepts only marriages are done.

(4). Earlier, people do not give their daughters in marriage more than 10 kms. distance. Now, they send to Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, etc., why even to abroad?

(2). Now girls themselves, give food or coffee. Earlier, when the boys’ family comes, they go and hide somewhere. Now, people tell if marriages are among relatives, children born to them used to be handicapped. Therefore, now people are afraid of marriages among relatives.

(3). Half are performing among relatives and another half perform with outsiders in other communities.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(5). No fixation for that

(10). No fixed amount.

(5). One Kg. of gold (i.e., 125 sovereigns). Some people give 2 kgs. of gold and a car worth of 7–8 lakhs.

(4). Now the dowry is given in lakhs.

(6). Boy’s family gives jewels and marry the girl in some families.

(5). It is among one in 1000.

(4), (5).  Other marriage expenditures are shared equally by boy’s and girl’s family.

(10). Both the families share.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children. 

(4). Only one. One or two children.

(5). If the first child is male, only one.

(4). We stopped with one or two. It is there since 30 years. 

       Our elders had even 7-8 children.

(5). Changes came from our generation.

(9). This control came in these 30–40 years. Not before that.

(2). My father had 4-5 children, 3 in our days, now it is one or two,

(4). All of us here have 1 or 2 only. This knowledge came already when one, two kgs of gold were asked.

(6). Earlier teachers had a target if they get so many cases for family planning, they could get more salary and benefits. So they came village by village in search of those persons who are interested to adopt sterilization. It was there since 1957–77-78 and 80. Now nobody comes like that. No such problems. Then, everybody went voluntarily to adopt sterilization. 

(9). After 2 children, people themselves go to Gandhigram or Oddanchatram and undergo family planning.

(5). One Commissioner was canvassing for FP in a meeting. I asked him, “Why do you canvass among Hindus only? Why are you not advising to Muslims who have more number of children in Pallapatti area?” He told in English “We will have a separate discussion”.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(5). Two should be there, totally. It is difficult to have only one.

(10). Two should be there.

(5). One male and one female.

(6). Whether female or male, two should be there.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

(5). It has been reduced. It is less.

(10). On the day of birth itself, they give injections and medicines. Earlier, it was not like that.

(6). Earlier, people did not go to hospitals. Now pregnancy to delivery, for everything people go to hospitals.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(5). We should not tell that it is God’s Gift. Only two should be there. It is a must. If they get child after 15 years of marriage, what can we do?

(10). Some do not have children even after 20 years. Is it God’s gift?

(6). The population has crossed 100 crores (1000 millions). If we still believe, it is God’s gift, where shall we go?

(e) Reasons for high fertility.

(9). Those days, cultivation had to be taken care of. If two sons are there, they can do several things. If 2 sons are there, they plough and they irrigate. So they had many children earlier. Now pump sets are there. No work in cultivation.

(5). Earlier, for herding cattle, SC people come from each family. Now in our village, nobody comes. Now Rs, 25,000/- is the wages for them per year.

(10). Now not even a single guy is there. Whatever the salary we give, they do not come.  If 2 persons work they get Rs. 50,000/-. Then how can we do agriculture? In 12 months, they do not come for 1 month, then their own work, marriage, functions for all that they go and stay. They finish their work and come back.

(4). Government salary may get postponed, but their salary should not get postponed.

(5). Nobody has more children in our community.

(2). In other communities, they have more children. Reason for that may be lack of awareness.

(5). Among SCs, 100 houses are there. All families have more children. No family has fewer children. They do not have awareness.

(2). In our community, one is enough.

(6). They do not have awareness and get more children.
(e1) Reasons for low fertility.

(5). We can say it is due to education (awareness).

(9). If one child is there, we can educate well. If 3-4 are there, it is not possible.

(10). If one female is there, that is their good time.

(4). It means that they are knowledgeable.

(2). We cannot give dowry, if more number of children are there.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).
(5). Males are given more importance.

(9). Some importance is given to males. That is less for girls.

(2). We can stay till the end of our life with sons; can we go to daughters?

(10). Sons only have to taken care of mother and father. 

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

(5). Not so high. As early as 50–60 years, people would have thought like that.

(9). Women may talk.

(10). Not much.

(5). If one is there, nobody tells anything.

(4). Nothing is told.

(6). In other house, one or two is there, people will be happy.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children? One or two more children?

(5). People will tell that I am a Kuduthuvachavan (gifted person).

(5). If more children they will say that I am an unplanned person and feel sorry for it.

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(5). In our community, more will not be there.

(9). In Gounder community, it is not there.

(6). No dowry harassment in our community. They willingly give, nobody asks. If they ask dowry, other may talk about them in a different manner. 

(4). If it is 100 sovereigns for your daughter, the other person tells, “He has given 100, I will give 105” like that it goes.

(3). They will give willingly, nobody demands.

(4). Once they know that they have a daughter, they get prepared to save so many sovereigns of gold. This is because they know before hand (like a custom) that they have to give 100 sovereigns of gold as dowry, so as to get married their daughter. 

(6). In our village, there is no problem of dowry harassment.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(5). Family planning operation only. Others (abortion etc.) have washed out 40 years back.

(9). 40 years back, people used to go to quacks. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(5). That is what I am telling, in 1958. Among Gounders, it came, that time itself.

(6). It is high among Gounders.

(2). Government itself canvassed.

(9). All (males) were ordered to undergo family planning operation (Vasectomy).

(6). In our community, nobody had gone.

(3). Nobody had gone in (our) Kongu community.

(5). I can tell you clearly, there is some problem due to FP

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(5). They go to Gandhigram Hospital

(4). To Dindigul and Oddanchatram also.

(5). That time there was no operation. Since 15 years, they do it. I n Oddanchatram, they take care very well. In Gandhigram and Dindigul also. We do not go to Government Hospitals. It is there in Pallapattti. Even for headache, people do not go there. They do not bother of the cost in private hospitals. There is one doctor at Pallapatti called Abdul Karim. For the last 30 years, he gives good treatment. For fever and headache, he gives injection and 3 sets of tablets, that’s all. In Markampatti,         Dr. Manohar is there, who is a Gounder. He will charge only Rs. 10/- from each patient, but not more than that.  

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(9). With family members, spouse.

(2). They do not ask anybody. After birth, they themselves go and do it.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(5). They tell us.

(f) Who offers the best advice on matters related to FP?

(5). They have knowledge, they know themselves.  In our village, nobody has to tell

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(5). No room for that talk, you do not have to ask. From my childhood, it is not there.  Operation (sterilization) is the only method widely adopted.

(2). One or two may be there, not much in our village.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(2). People go for rough treatment. It was there earlier. They keep a yercum (Erukkalai) stick on the mouth of the womb. In that process, both women and child may die.

(6). It is a rough treatment. That is for abortion. That was earlier, not now.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(5). It is not there.

(2). People feel happy, if it is a male child.

(6). They tell that the child is born, no celebration and all.

(9). If it is a male child, sweets are given.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(2). It is happening. Through sonography sex determination is done. 

(5). After sex determination, one or two might have resorted to female foeticide. But they keep it secretly. 

(6). 1 or 2 are happening like that

(b2) Female Infanticide

(5). No room for that in our village. 

(6). No room for that in our village. 

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(2). Both boys and girls will be educated. 

(10). Both should be educated.

(2). Male children give food to us. Till end, they take care of us.

(10). We are only guests in daughter’s house. We can not ask with same right as in the case of sons.

(9). What ever rich they are, if we go there, we are guests only.

(5). Daughter’s food is the food for guests.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(5). Males only.

(10). Sons only give whatever we want, when we are unable to do anything. 

(2). If sons are not there, daughters do.

(2). Boys go to “Vattikadai” (money lending business) at the age of 10-15 years itself.

(2). It is according to the family situation.

(2). Rich people send to school.

(10). Those who study, study up to graduation. But after degree also we have to bribe 3 lakhs to 4 lakhs to get job. Instead of bribing, we feel happy to start a finance business to him rather than searching for a job (which is very tough). 

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(4). Rich people can send for education. 

(10). Rich people send for education. Those who are not rich stop with 10th or 12th standard.

(2). Not that rich or poor. We do not send children to job and all.

(6). They have to study and get degree. Not expecting any job through education. We do waste time and money in search of jobs.

(3). In our community, girls do not go for jobs.

(10). Both do not get job at the same place. So we do not send our daughters alone to outer places. 

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(5). Now there is no situation like boy study and go for jobs.

(10). One or two in 100, had gone for jobs.

(5). My brother’s son is working abroad. He is a doctor. Nobody is here. 

       All are at outer places.

(9). One person works as a teacher, who studied here.

(3). Going abroad is very less.

(9). In our village, nobody goes to job.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(5). All properties for sons.

(4). For daughters, we give dowry. Is it not?

(9). Property is for sons.

(6), (10). If we get loans for daughter’s marriage, they (sons) have to repay it.

.(6). If we have property for 5 lakhs, we get loan on that and arrange marriage for our daughter. Then, son has to repay it, in addition to taking care of his father and mother. After marriage also, he has to do all things for girls. Then, for daughter’s children, he has to perform his duty as maternal uncle.

(7). It has to be done throughout life. If she dies also, he has to do some rituals at his own cost.  Even by getting loans, he has to do it. He can’t sit just like that.

(2). If daughter has a daughter and attains puberty, he has to give gifts as maternal uncle.  For marriage also, they have to do reasonably. Thus, he (son) has so many duties.

(10). Whether he got property through parents or not, he has to do it by getting loan.

(6). Thus, daughter takes more.

(5). Even in the case of her death also, he has to spend.

(4). Yes, son has to do.
(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

 (5). No specific demand, expect that they should be taken care properly during old age.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(5). Definitely, with male children only

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(5). It is expected. But they do not know about agriculture.

(10). No experience.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(5). Yes, it is less. We know very well. We all know.

(10). As far as we know it is less.

(5). We know that children are less.

(9). It is less among Gounders.

(3). It is less only among Gounders, not in other communities.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(5). Among Gounders (Kongu Vellalas). They only had fewer children.

(10). Gounders.

(2). Gounders.

(5). In other communities, it is not like that.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(5). SCs.

(10). Muslims

(2). In our village, SCs.

(9). Asari and Naickers (Most Backward Castes) have 4-5 children in a family. Definitely, the will have more than 3 children.

(2). As, they don’t have awareness.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(5). It is high among Muslims.

(10). Muslims

(5). Next to Christians, in this area. Not in other areas.

(2). Muslims have more children; they get good salary with less work. In Gounder community, sons are outside.  SCs do not send children to school. Schools are there in Vedikaranpatti and Thalayaripatti.  4 schools were there. 2 were taken off (due to less number of students). It is in Inanganur Panchayat.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(9). Gounder community

(5). We cannot tell for India.

(6). We do not know about India. We do not know what type of people.

(10). We have to ask those who reside there.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(6). It came to us naturally, Nobody told us. Not by seeing others.

(9). It is there. Yes.

(2). One should know from others.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(4). Definitely, no problem. 

(3). If one son is there, we prefer to give our daughters. If 2-3 children are there, people hesitate to give their daughters in those houses where there are more girls in number.

(5). Since “Periyar” came to our village (in 1948), villagers have lot of awareness about small family size. 

(3). Political leaders like Periyar, Annadurai, Sampath, Neduchezhian, all came to our village at different times. Some come at the election time, after that we cannot even see them.

(5). In Avarakurichi, there was one MLA (Member of Legislative Assembly), called   Mr. Sadhasivam. He is a Kongu Vellala. After that 3 persons came. All are Muslims. They come at the time of election only.  After that, they do not come. We cannot even recognize them.

(6). MLA does not come here also.

(5). Earlier, Maryamulasin, then Siyamuddhin, and now Abdhul Jaffer.

(7). In DMK period, Ismayil came. The present elected MLA is from ADMK party. They come to ask vote. There is no doubt. If it is over, they do not even know the way to Inanganur.

(10). They do not come

(6). When Abdhul Jaffer (former MLA) was there, it was good.

(5). Sadhasivam was good.

(10). He did whatever he could.

(5). If I have some problem, I can take somebody, if he has some problem, he can take somebody.

(4). If there is some problem in the village, Panchayat president takes care of that. He belongs to MDMK. But he helps for all people irrespective of their political party affiliation.

(7). In Inanganur, no discrimination among people by party, whoever may be the President, all are treated equally.

(6). In our village, whoever elected as President, no discrimination by party.

(4). Earlier President belongs to congress party. Whoever goes and asks for help, he did it. Present president is also like that. No room party.

Old age Pension:

(5). Government’s old age dole (help money), now Rs. 200 per month comes to 51 persons. Those who are eligible for that, get it. Among these 51, some people from our community are also there. After 15th in every month, for two days, rush would be there in Post Office for money orders.

(10). Outside villagers also come to this Post Office and get money.

Focus Group Discussion - 3

Kongu Vellala (Backward Caste) - Female- Old (Age 35-54 Years)

Table A. 3

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In no. of years)
	Occupation
	Type of House  
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	Palaniammal
	54
	IL
	6
	HW
	CUL
	mwtr
	2
	2

	2. 
	Sellamm
	54
	IL
	2
	AL
	HW
	mwtr
	4
	2

	3. 
	Valliammal
	45
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	mwtr
	1
	1

	4. 
	Sellammal
	52
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	mwtr
	2
	2

	5. 
	Valliammal
	54
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	mwtr / BWTR
	2
	2

	6. 
	Palaniammal
	52
	5
	8
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	3
	3

	7. 
	Tamizharasi
	50
	10
	7
	CUL
	CUL
	mwtr / BWTR
	2
	1

	8. 
	Sellathal
	42
	5
	4
	CUL
	CUL /

Bu.
	BWTR
	3
	2

	9. 
	Arukammal
	54
	5
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	3
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; AL = Agricultural Labourer; HW = House Wife; CUL / Bu. = Cultivation and Business; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(8). It has improved. Everybody has improved. Earlier they had gone to work as coolie (daily wage work) for just one rupee. Now, it has risen. Now, people grow “Kannuvalli Kilangu”. Now-a-days, everybody is having at least some money in all the   communities. 
(7). Earlier agriculture was in good condition. Now, there is no rain and thereby, no agricultural development.

(5), (6), (7). Drought condition is prevalent everywhere. We spent money from our pockets, but the returns are either meager or no returns at all. If that is the case, where is the improvement?

(7). Generally, the situation has improved more than in the past.

(e) Economic conditions?
        (4). Earlier, people grew groundnut, chillies, etc., which will only give moderate profits. Now, because of “Kannuvalli Kilangu”, money transaction is there. Now, people are in good economic condition.

(9). Now, the things have improved, but not much.

(8). If people had depended only on agriculture, they would not have improved much. Because of finance business, they have improved a lot.

(c) Agriculture?

(8). 20-30 years back, agriculture was in good condition. In the last 3-4 years, there is no agricultural development because of drought. 

(9). Earlier, people used to grow cereals and pulses, but now mostly “Kannuvalli Kilangu”.  Moreover, lot of money is coming from finance business.

(8). Earlier, there used to be produce cereals, whereas now, they are not at all cultivated.  

(d)  Housing conditions?

(9). Earlier there were huts. Now, the roofs of the huts have been changed into tiles.

(5). Earlier, we could get coconut leaves for roof freely. Now, we have to spend Rs.30/- for 10 leaves hence, people spend money to buy tiles itself instead of leaves.

(9). Earlier, there were huts everywhere. Now, housing pattern has changed according to their economic status.

(8). Nowadays, huts are changed into concrete houses.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

(9). Earlier we could get Kanji (gruel/Porridge, form of cooked rice and / or flour of selected cereals like Ragi (Finger millet), Kambu (Pearl Millet), etc.) only. Now rice, vegetables and food items made up of wheat are mostly used.

(5). Earlier, we could get vegetables from our land, whereas in the recent period, we have to buy from the market or shops. Therefore, we could buy and eat less amount vegetables only.

(3). Earlier for porridge, we do not need vegetables, but now we have to cook vegetables for rice.

(f) Drinking water?
(9). Earlier, we had to fetch water from wells. Now, we are getting from pipes at nearer to our doorsteps. 

(3). Earlier, we had to walk for a while to fetch drinking water. Now, we are getting through pipes.

 (f1) Clothing?

(9). Earlier people wore cotton saree of low price only, that too, one or two for a year or so. But now, we are using better material and large number of dresses also.

(g) Health facilities?

(8). No health facilities are available within the village. We have to go to Markampatti (5 kms.) or Pallapatti (6 kms.) for treatment.

(3). We have to go for about 6 kms. for getting medical and health services. 

(c)  Schooling?
(8), (9). Earlier, within the village schooling was there up to 5th standard only. But now it has come up to 8th standard.

(h) Transport facilities?

(9). Earlier, we had to walk about 1 km. for main bus stop. Now, mini bus is available.

(3). Earlier we used cycle or went by walk. Now, buses are available, in addition most of the villagers have two wheelers (motorcycles, mopeds, bicycles etc.).

(7), (8). Earlier there was no bus, whereas at least mini bus is available for the last 2 years.

(f) Entertainment?

(8). Gossiping is the main entertainment. 

(7). Gossiping only. 

(8). For the past 10 years, we have Television.

(3). Earlier, Panchayat TV was there. Now there are Television sets in most of the houses also.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(7), (8), (9). Now women are so free in all aspects. Earlier they do not go outside. Now, they are going outside, probably because of education. 

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(3). Now children respect their parents.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(8). Some people take care of the aged parents.  

(4), (9). In some houses daughters–in-law do not take care of the aged parents. They are fear of their daughter-in-law.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(5). We generally, do not contact government officials and therefore, we do not know.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(6). Marriages of girls will be celebrated between the ages of 15-19 years; mostly after 2-5 years of puberty.

(5). If girl is studying, marriages will be postponed. Those who are staying outside the village (for the purpose of business) do like that.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(9). First, we used to see kulam (clan) and then, property.

(3). We used to see kulam (clan), property and even economic status also.

(8). All things we use to looked into. Basically, we look at property, character of mother-in-law and father-in-law, education of bride and groom etc.

(9). We used to see age below 30 for bridegroom.

(10). If they are richer, we do not see age or anything.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?
(3). Yes, it is there for long time.

(5). Earlier, we do not see property if the marriage is amongst the close relatives. Now, property is the main thing. If they are economically not well off, they will tell so many things to stop the marriage. Now, the things have changed a lot.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

  (5). There is no fixed amount of dowry. But majority expects like 50, 80 and 100 sovereigns of gold jewellery.

(6). And a car worth of 7–8 lakhs. Usually, girl’s family has to spend more money.

(8). Marriage expenses – 50% by girl’s family and 50% by boy’s family.

(6). Dowry is more prevalent only in Gounder community, but not in other communities.

(9). Earlier, we used to give cattle as dowry.

(8). Earlier, we used to give 5 sovereigns, but now it has risen to a phenomenal level. 

(7). Earlier only Rs. 5000 was given as dowry, but in the recent past, it has risen to lakhs.

(9). Now, beds, cots, T.V., etc. all the things we are suppose to be give.  

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(6). Usually, 1-2 children are better. If both are females, some people may go for another child.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(6). It is good to have two children only.

(8), (9). 1 male and I female is the ideal family size. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(8). Now, children’s mortality and morbidity has been reduced a lot.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(8). Better we have to restrict the number of children, rather than leave it to God or chance.

(3). People are restricting to 1 or 2 because of dowry.

(e) Reasons for low fertility.

(3). If we have more number of children, it is very difficult for us to give dowry. 

(6). If we have more children, suppose if we have 3 acres, it has to be divided among all of them. Hence, better to have one or two.

(e1)  Reasons for high fertility
(5). If all the children go for work, they earn more, so that family can be fed sumptuously.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children? One or two more children?

(9). If there are more children, people know that they will give only less amount of dowry and thereby, people do not prefer that many children. If 1-2 children are there, people think that they can give large sums of dowry.

(8). If there are fewer children in the family, they are respected.


(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?



(8). Definitely, two children only.



(9). Even if we are richer, in our community, we prefer only two children.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(8). Tablets (Oral Pills), Operation (sterilization).

(9). People were afraid of sterilization, they thought they may die due to sterilization.

(7). In our community, now-a-days people are not afraid of using FP techniques.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(2). Twenty years back itself, people know about FP techniques in this village.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(8). Earlier, Nurse (ANM) used to come and tell about FP. Earlier, they gave Rs. 300/- for sterilization. Now, they are not giving money. During the stay for sterilization at hospital, they use to take care off well, and gave milk, food and bread.

(9). 15 years back, they took care of us very well, but we do not know about today’s situation.

(8). Now-a-days, people do not prefer Government Hospital, as they are not taking care well. Hence, people prefer to go to private hospitals for sterilization.

(2). Earlier, people used to come to the village and call for FP. Now, people are going voluntarily to adopt FP. 

(8). In the past, people used to go to Gandhigram Hospital, but now-a-days, majority of people from our community are going to the private hospitals positioned at the towns/cities like Erode, Coimbatore, Karur etc.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(8). Generally, first discuss with spouse, then with parents and then, with father-in-law and mother-in-law.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(8). Parents do advice about the number of children. If it is one child, they used to suggest us to go for another child. But children used to say that they are going to suffer because of more children. 
(9). Parents advise us to produce two children at least. But we do not listen. 

(f)  Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(8). Nurse, tells about FP.

(5). After 2 children, we go without informing others and undergo FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.
(8). Earlier, the frequency of abortion was very high. Now, it has been reduced. In those days, because of abortion, women died. Now they go for sterilization. There is no need of abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?
(3). In the olden days, some have used traditional medicines, but we do not know the details.

(8). Now-a-days, everybody is interested to adopt sterilization only.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(8). Yes, because we do not have any expenditure if it is a male child. If it is a female child, we have to give dowry.

(9). We used to celebrate more for boys. But if it is a female, that is also happy.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.
(8). It is there.

(5). If one person is getting continuously female child, she prefers to go for female foeticide.

(7). For first two children, there is no foeticide and all. After that people go for sonography and female foeticide.

(b2) Frequency of female infanticide

(7). There is no female infanticide in this area. It is not there even in other communities also.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)?   Reasons?
(7). For males more importance is given. In some families, both are treated equally.

(8). In education, importance is given to males. In clothing and jewels – importance is given to females.

(5). Reason: Males will be with parents forever. They earn and give to parents.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they       earn?
(6). Female children do not help the parents. Male children only usually help.

(8). Males used to help to give gifts to females.

(6). If there is no male child, females only help.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?
(7). It is up to the children’s capacity.

(3). Till 10th standard.

(8). Earlier, till 4th standard or 5th standard; now, up to 12th standard or graduation.

(7). Females are allowed to study till 12th standard only.

(3). Females are allowed till 10th standard in this village. Immediately after puberty, female will get marry.

(7). Males are allowed to study till graduation.

(8). Males complete graduation, but after that they will go for money lending business only.

(7). Though male children complete higher education, they do not get jobs. Therefore, they will be given one or two lakhs by the parents for money lending business in the nearby towns / cities. 

(5). Children from our community do not get job.

(8). If they do not get jobs, what else the male children do?  Hence, mostly we do not send male children go to college. 

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(3). We do not get job which we want. We want our children to be Collector or Engineer, but is it possible?

(8). We want our daughters to be at home. We do not want our daughter to go for work.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

(9). Poor people send their sons till the age of 15 years only, but richer people send their sons to school till 20 years of their age.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(8). Land is the main property used to be given to male children.

(3). After giving dowry to girl children, land is the only thing remains for boys.

(4). Land is the major property to male and also house.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(8). We expect mainly money from sons. If we have money we can get whatever we want.

(9). Rice, pulses, cereals and snacks.

(5). Hospital expenses and all expenses.

(7). All kind of support from sons.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(7). We want to live with our male children only.

(8). We want to live with male children because female children go to other family.  Parents have the rights to ask male children.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(8). Male children are expected to work with parents in business, but not in agriculture.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(8). Earlier 4-5 children were there per family. Now, there are 1 or 2 children only. Definitely, now-a-days, it has been reduced.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(9). Gounder community people only      

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(4). Muslims have more numbers of children.

(8). Yes, Muslims in the Pallapatti area.

(7). Now, Muslims are also changing. They also have started to give birth to less number of children during the recent past compared to olden days.  

(3). Still they have more children compared to any other community in this area.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(8). Gounder families have fewer children. 

(7). Mostly all communities in our area have fewer children.

(8). In our village, all communities have fewer children

(9). Gounders have comparatively much less children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(8). Now people’s attitude has changed by seeing others.

(3). Earlier, they usually do not go outside. Now everybody is going outside and learn from them.

(9). Other community people also learn from members of Gounder community. 

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(7). Yes, It is feasible for us?  If we have more children, everything has to be 
shared.

(3). There was not that much difficulty and even cost of rearing children also was lower during the past than that of today. 

(8). Earlier, people use to provide only one set of dress to many children. But now-a-days, we have to make available them lot of dresses that too, costly ones. Under these circumstances, it is feasible for us to have two children only.

Focus Group Discussion - 4

Kongu Vellala (Backward Caste) - Females – Old Old (Age 55+Years)

Table A. 4

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of House 
	No Of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	Sellathal
	44
	IL
	NA
	AL
	NA
	MWTR
	2
	2

	2. 
	Chinnathayee
	70
	7
	3
	FIN
	FIN
	MWTR
	5
	5

	3. 
	Periammal
	61
	IL
	NA
	AL
	NA
	MWTR
	2
	2

	4. 
	Lakshmi
	58
	IL
	2
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	2
	2

	5. 
	Karuppayee
	70
	IL
	4
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	2
	2

	6. 
	Karuppathal
	76
	IL
	5
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	7. 
	Goundammal
	60
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	2
	2

	8. 
	Nachammal
	70
	IL
	NA
	CUL
	NA
	MWTR
	2
	2

	9. 
	Lakshmi
	51
	IL
	3
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	10. 
	Lakshmi
	55
	IL
	4
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	2
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; NA = Not Applicable; AL = Agricultural Labour; FIN = Finance Business; CUL = Cultivation; MWTR = House made with Mud Walls and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(9). Not worse off, it has developed.

(3). Village has developed in all the aspects.

(9). Village has developed in all the aspects.

(b) Economic conditions?

(1). Economic condition is good. Earlier main source of income was agriculture. Now people have studied and gone to do finance business and thereby, families are in better condition. 

(c) Agriculture?

(2). No rains for doing agriculture.

(9). There is draught in the village.

(2). For some years rains are not there. Before that rains were there.

(9). In agriculture, whatever we are spending is equivalent to what we gain.

(1). It has developed.

(2). Now, people cultivate cash crops only. Earlier, people were cultivating paddy, kambu (Pearl Millet), cholam (Sorghum), etc.
(3). Now no such things.

(9). Whatever it is, money income only.

(2). Due to that, changes are there.

(d) Housing conditions?

(2). Housing conditions have changed.

(9). Earlier, people were in huts. It was made up of coconut leaves. Now, it has been changed to concrete houses.

(3). Now, everybody lives in concrete houses.

(2). Everybody has house to live. All are in better condition.

(e) Food? 

(9). Earlier, we used to take kali, kambu (Pearl Millet) rice.  Now rice only.

(e1) Drinking Water?

(9). Earlier, we had to fetch water from wells. Then hand pumps came. Now bore well water comes in pipes

(2). We are drinking water from bore wells.

(9). If rains are there, no problem for drinking water. As we didn’t get rains, scarcity for drinking water arisen. If rains are there, we get 10 or 20 pots of drinking water per family; otherwise, hardly 1 or 2 pots only.

(g) Health facilities?

(9). For health care, we should go to places (nearby towns) like Pallapatti, Markampatti, Aravakurichi, Dindigul, Oddanchatram, etc.  No hospital for this village. 

(h) Transport facilities?

(9). What facilities were there before? We had to go to “Thanneer Pandhal” (Bus Stop situated near the district road, which is about 1km. distance to the village). Now, also it is like that only. But one mini bus goes to Markampatti.

(2). For transportation, we used to walk for 1km.

(9). This mini bus facility also can be taken off (cancellation of the service) by the present Chief Minister. 

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(9). Some people are free. Some have control still. Control is there.

(2). For shopping and all, women are going freely outside. Both females and males are going equally. People are going to town or wherever they want.

(9). For other purposes people may go, but not for jobs.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(2). They do not behave differently. They behave in a good manner.

(9). They behave in a good manner

(2). Now, children see their parents like a mother.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(2). They take care of us well. No doubt about it.

(9). They will look after the aged parents. If we say they do not take care, then tomorrow, they will not take care of us.

(2). They look after their father and mother (after 60 years of their age) very well. Even people go to foreign countries to earn and look after their parents and sisters.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(2). For those who have money, approach is good. For poor, it is not good. For poor, it is not there forever.

(9). Mine is also the same opinion.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(2). It is in 22, 21 or 23 years like that if girls are studying. In some cases, marriages are celebrated at 19 years also. In our caste, dowry has to be given. Because of girls’ schooling, people postpone the marriage.

(9). When the marriage age comes, they have to get married.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(9). We consider all the things. We look after education also.

(2). Caste is seen.

(9). All things like property

(2). Money.

(9). What they have in the family, how are they, all the details we see.

(2). Whether good family.

(9). We see education

(5). With all the things, we see education also.

(4). We ask, how many years of schooling he /she has.

(9). It is seen first.

(2). Age also is seen.

(1). People see whether they have ‘finance business”?  If they have finance business, then only we give our daughter (in marriage), otherwise not.

(9). Whether finance or anything else, we see whether they are rich or not.

(2). Whether finance or cloth shop, it does not matter. They should care our daughters.

(9). Not only finance business, but also they have to be rich.

(2). Whether finance or grocery shop, they should see our girls. We give dowry.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(2). It is there. It is happening among relatives and outside also.

(9). If the match is found among relatives, they marry; otherwise outside (non-relatives).

(2). It is happening frequently.

(9). Yes, it is happening frequently.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(9). We cannot give what they expect.

(1). 100 sovereigns of gold and a car.

(9). Some people ask.

(2). It depends upon the family’s economic status.

(9). Whatever we have in our hands, we will give.

(2). It is there. People give dowry depending upon their family’s status. Some give      Rs. 10 lakhs and a car.

(5). Some give a car also.

(2). Some give Rs. 5,000 or 10,000. It is up to their economic conditions.

(6). Some marry without anything.

(2). It is not possible in our community without such things (without dowry or with less amount of dowry). Even a person with less qualification and without a job demands Rs. 5,000 or 10,000/-. Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families.

(1). Sometimes it is given by the boy’s family. Poor people, where they will go? I offer 15 sovereigns to my daughters. Where can I go for 50 or 100 sovereigns of gold? I have money Rs. 10,000 /-only.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(9). One family may have 2, another may have one. Not more than 2-3 in a family.

(2). Two children or only one.

(1). Two children only.

(9). Mostly two. Not more than that.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(9). Better to have two or three.

(2). Two are enough; 1 male and one female.  If not, two males and two females.

(9). It is better to have 4 children or 5 children, but who will look after them.

(1). It is difficult to care 4 children and all. Two are enough.

(2). It is better to have one or two.

(6). One male and one female.

(9). It is better to have two.

(2). Only one or two. Not more than that. It is not possible to care so many children.

(1). It is best to have one. We care them well and make them educated.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

(9). It has reduced.

(1). Reduced.

(9). Hospitals have come, medicines and tablets have come. So, it has reduced.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(9). If we leave it to chance, it is difficult for us only. Not more than 2 or 3. We cannot manage. 

(1). It is better to stop with two.

(2). In which house, there are 3 children?

(1). Two only. If it is more than that, we cannot care them properly.

(6). Definitely, one or two only are there.
(e1) Reasons for low fertility.

(9). People tell that people with high fertility cannot give money as dowry. They cannot spend more. One community people want more money.

(e2) Reasons for low fertility.

(2). They want to care their children and give education and provide all the facilities.

(9). We cannot care properly, if more children are there.

(3). Those who can care and bring up have one or two more.

(1). Not able to care them. Not able to give education for them.

(9). They have to be educated, we have to buy clothes, books for them. Then they have to get married. We should give jewels and a car. So where can we go for all these, if we have more children?

(6). Now–a-days males do not want to marry uneducated girls.

(9). Even SC & MBC people do not marry illiterate girls. In a family, one son is there, people wanted to give their daughters to that family. If more are there, people are questioning.

(2). If two females in a family, people do not want to marry in that family.

(9). If 3 sons are there, they do not give their daughters to that family. If only one male is there, that family is preferred.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(9). Both are equal. For females, jewels and dowry, sometimes for females, it may be little more. Both are treated equally.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

(9). Oh, God! They have 3-4 children. Do not marry in that family, they cannot do (dowry) much.

(2). “She has so many children. I do not know? How she is going to send her daughters to other family?” people talk like that.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children? One or two more children?

(2). “She has only one child. She can give more dowries” people talk like that.

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(9). If that is the case also, we do not have many children.

(1). That time also one or two only.

(2). Government people told us. People voluntarily also went for sterilization. In earlier days, people were not aware of the FP methods and they had difficulty. Now hospitals are there. Within Rs. 100/- everything gets over. That time, people used to give fake medicines (quakes). Because of that many had died. People were afraid of that, so some got many children and some have died.

(9). Many people have died

(2). Those who were afraid have 4-5 children like me.

(9). As far as our village is concerned, even SC families have gone for sterilization.

(2). Any way they have 3 or 4. In our community, it is very less.

(9). Earlier people had 4-5, even 10 children. 

5. FAMILY PLANNING

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(2). Operation

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(9). 20–25 years back, FB started in the village as a whole village. People went to Gandhigram hospital and adopted it (female sterilization).

(2). Ladies only adopted, gents did not; that too, in our community only. They use to take care well and send us back home safely.

(1). Now also, they do like that (Hospital at Gandhigram). Now-a-days, people go to Government Hospital (GH), which is situated at Dindigul town.

(2). There (GH), they do not provide good care. If we want only one or two children, we can go there and adopt it. They take care of us very well and give Rs. 200/- also.

(1). Now also they are giving. Last month we had gone to have sterilization for my daughter. Out of Rs. 200/- to be given, they have taken Rs. 50/- and gave us the remaining Rs. 150/-.

(9). When we had gone (25 years back), it was Rs. 40/- only.

(2). Of course, 25 years back Rs, 40/ was a big (considerable) amount.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(d) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(2). We advice them; they also listen.

(3). Today’s people do not pay attention to our words.

(e) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(2). One nurse is for that. She visits house to house and takes the people for operation.

(9). They come and take to the hospital.

(f) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(9). My God, nothing like that.

(2). Now it is not there, but earlier it was there.

(9). Earlier it was there. We do not go for abortion.

(1). People go to hospitals and do it.

(2). If one female, they may go for another child. If that is also female (for the 3rd one), people go for abortion.

(g) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(2). We do not know? It was very rough. Many had died due to that.

(9). In these 25 years, people are aware of FP methods. Earlier, they do not know.

(2). It is not there now. Now if they want to have one or two, they will have. Otherwise, they go to Gandhigram Hospital and undergo operation. No abortion and all. Rarely it is there, one or two.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(2). Whatever it may be. Two are enough. No differentiation (between boys and girls).

(9). Both are celebrated.

(6). One is enough.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(9). It is there.

(2). It is happening. Those who want females, abort males.

(3). Males. 

(1). If males, people are happy because they do not have to spend more.

(b1) Frequency of female infanticide

(9). Not like that.

(2). Even if 5, children, nothing like that
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Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of House  
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	 Ramesh
	25
	8
	10
	Elec.
	HW
	BWTR
	0
	0

	2. 
	 Elangovan
	27
	7
	2
	AL
	AL
	hut
	2
	1

	3. 
	 Ravi
	24
	5
	9
	AL
	Wev.
	hut
	0
	0

	4. 
	 Palanisamy
	31
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	2
	1

	5. 
	 Duraisamy
	28
	8
	IL
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	3
	2

	6. 
	 Rasu
	28
	10
	10
	Pa. Cl.
	HW
	MWTR
	1
	1

	7. 
	 Maduraiveeran
	24
	10
	6
	AL
	HW
	MWTR
	1
	1

	8. 
	 Ramasamy
	28
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	hut
	2
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; AL = Agricultural Labourer; Elec. = Electrician; HW = House Wife;  

          Pa. Cl. = Panchayat Clerk; MWTR = House made with Mud Walls and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with

         Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or were off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(4). There is some change. Developments are there in economic condition, and help from government.

(5). It is better now than in the past.

(b) Economic Condition?

(4). Economic condition has improved.

(3). Earlier wage rate was low. Now, it is high.

(2). No work at all. Now also daily wage work only. Now-a-days, we do not even get that job. It is loss only. 

(4). Economic condition (earning of money) is better than earlier, but it is insufficient for us.

(c) Agriculture

(5). There is change in agriculture. Earlier people used to cultivate Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum) like that. Now people are cultivating “Kannuvalli Kilangu”.

(4). Now we are not getting agricultural work. We are going to other places for work. Agricultural work is less in this village due to raising the plants that gives money. Of course, it gives money to those cultivating them (Kongu Vellalas only), but we do not have much work.

(7). We get during seasons only.

(4). If we do not have work, people go to other areas, mostly to Kerala.

(2). Wherever we get job, we will go.

(4). If cereals are cultivated, we get work. This is there (Kannuvalli kilangu) for the last 15 years. Before that Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum), Chillies only used to be grown. 

(2). That time agriculture activity was the dominant one. Now, it is not like that, people go to work in shops like that.

(4). Everybody goes to “Vattikadai”, (finance shops). Earlier, we used to get cereals and pulses as wages. Now, wages are given in cash. But for about half of the year, we do not get work.

(d) Housing conditions

(4). Earlier, people were in huts. In MGR’s (one of the former Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu State) period, we got sanctioned the colony and thereby, concrete houses were constructed (20 only). This is some development. Others are mostly living in huts and a few changed the roof from coconut leaves to tiles. 

(e1) Food?

(5). Earlier people ate Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum) like that. Now, those things are not there. Rice only is the major food. 

(4), (5). It is better to eat Kambu (Pearl Millet) and Cholam (Sorghum), but we do not get.

(4). Rice is bad for health. We do not get cereals due to these money giving plants (Kannuvalli Kilangu). Earlier, Cholam (Sorghum) was sold for Rs.3/- kg.  Now, it costs Rs.13/-kg. Earlier, green gram dhal was Rs.5/- kg only, now it is Rs.25/- kg.

(1). Even the ration rice, if we want more than 10 kg, it costs Rs.6/-kg.

(2). We get Rs.80/- as wages at the season. Now, onion costs Rs. 20 / kg. The prices of provisions have increased a lot. It is not enough even if we get Rs.100/- as wages per day.

(6). The costs of vegetables, rice and cereals have risen. But the wages are meager. 

(2). They give Rs.70-80/- for males. Females get Rs.40/- per day.

(4). In Periyar district female wage rate is Rs.30/- and for males, it is Rs.50/-. In some other areas, it is Rs.15/- and Rs. 30/- respectively. In Aravakuruchi Taluk, Karur district because of cash crops wage rate is high. But we get for season only. That too, during the last 4-5 years, it is like that.

(2). If we have work, that time we get good wages, otherwise not. 

(e2) Drinking Water?

(5). Earlier we could get drinking water. Now, there is severe shortage for drinking                water. 

(f) Clothing  

(2). Changes have come

(5). Earlier, used to wear dhoti and shirt; now, pants and jeans.

(g) Health care facilities?



 (1). Not available in this village. We have to go for about 5 kms.

(4). No doctor in this village. Many of us suffered with some fever, when we were very young (25 years back). Due to that fever, many have died. That time people from Pallapatti Government Hospital came here and took us to the hospital.

(g1) Schooling?

(1). Earlier, nobody had gone to school. Now-a-days, people go to schools and study at       least up to 10th standard. Schooling facilities are there up to 8th standard in this village.

(5). Earlier days, parents did not study. Because of no education, they had to struggle in the farms as agricultural labourers. So, they want their sons and daughters to educate now. I also studied as much as I can. Because of our economic condition, I stopped. Now myself as well as parents are struggling to have a decent life. 

(h) Transportation?

(5). Transportation is nearby. Earlier, we had to walk for a kilometer and get bus (to go to other major towns). Now, mini bus is coming inside the village itself (but limited trips only). 

(4). Earlier, bus used to come only once in a day. That is from Dharapuram to               Trichy. Now there is bus for every one hour (this facility is at the district main road). Then minibus is there. Earlier, one government bus was there from Karur to Idayakottai, which passes through our village. But later that service was discontinued. 

(i) Entertainment?

(5). We go for work early in the morning and return in the evenings only. Then, we will take bath, food, and then go to bed. Otherwise, if there is no work, people read                newspapers. Otherwise, go outside for other work.

(1). Playing cricket. Many are doing that.

(4). Now after age 20, they play cricket.

(7). Mostly cricket only.

(4). Earlier, people used to play, “Adupuliyattam” (Goat and Tiger).  Now people like to play cricket.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the post?

(1). No control forever, earlier or now. They go outside freely. No fear.

(4). They move freely. No hurdles for them in going out.

(1). Freedom is there in all aspects. Now-a-days one woman alone goes to cinema and come at night without any problem. Now, mini bus is there. Otherwise also, they                get down at the main bus stop (1 Km. away) and walk down to colony without any problem. 

(b) Behavior of children towards parents? 
(1). So many changes are there. Earlier people ask their children to go to agricultural work, now no such things. They go to school, study and play. No differential treatment for children.  In some areas, parents scold their children with bad words.  Here, it is not like that.

(c) Treatment of aged parents?
(5). People look after their father and mother well in their family.

(1). No complaints like that. Father and mother are taken care of well.

(d) And about government officials?  Has their approach to people’s problem         changed?

(2). No change.

(7). Their approach is not up to the mark. 

(1). From the beginning, government officials have that prestige. They want to                drag the things. This mentality is there for them ever.

3. MARRIAGE

(a) Age at marriage.  Influence of puberty and / or girl’s schooling on marriage age.

(5). Generally, marriages for girls used to be arranged after 21 years of age only.

(1). Generally, after 20 years.

(5). Even the board (Panchayat block / board) says, people should marry after 21                years.

(1). Generally, after 21 years.

(4). Nobody studies to a higher level. Definitely till the age of 20, they do not get marry after 20 years only. There are 5 females of age 27 without marriage in our village.  That too, in SC it is there. No such delay in BC.

(1). They do not learn from us. We do not learn from them. Both are equal.

(4). When we see at the community level, no body marries at early ages.

(b) How is the match found?  What kind of groom and bride are looked for?

(1). It is up to their family. First of all, they look into whether both the families are of the same status and to be cooperative (after the marriage), then caste – like that so many things are there. Caste is compulsory, but not seeing property and all.

(3). Not considering property, education is up to the individual status. We do not have property, then, how can we ask for that, which is not with us? 

(1). Mostly decided by seeing the age and fairness. No expectation about the                job. In our village, men earn and women eat. Nothing like with women’s       earnings, men eat. Job and money are not expected as prerequisites for finalizing the marriage alliances.

(c)  How frequent are about the marriage among relatives? 

(4). 40% are taking place among relatives. Now, there is change than earlier. Now-a-days, love marriages are seen. So it (marriage among close relatives) has been reduced. Among BCs, love marriages are not common.

(5). They also perform marriages among relatives, but they see economic status also.  They want the people who have a person with finance business, not seeing the relationship and all. They want money.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who       pays for them?

(2). No expectation of dowry.

(5). Boy’s family accepts whatever the girl’s family gives. That’s all. No demand. 

(1). When we do not have sufficient food, how can we ask them dowry?

(2). Not expecting dowry. Whatever given is accepted.

(5). Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families.

(4). Recently, my sister-in-law’s marriage had taken place. Girl’s family spent for               all the marriage expenditures, because girl is getting older and older.

4.  NUMBER OF CHILDREN

(a) Actual number of children

(4). For a house, 2 children are sufficient.

(7). In the present situation; only two.

(6). Maximum 4

(5). My grandfather had 15 children.  Now-a-days 2 or 3 only will be good. Maximum up to 4.

(6). Earlier, it was 6-7 children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(5). 2 are enough, one male and one female.

(2). It is better to have two.

(8). Not even two, now-a-days one child only.

(c) Children’s Mortality and Morbidity

(5). It is reduced.

(4). Earlier, there were no hospitals; only “Nattuvaidhyam”. Now hospitals are there.  Even for small things, people take their children to hospitals.

(1). It is true that morbidity has been reduced.

(4). Before 25 years, 20 persons died of fever. That too, in my age group, only 2 (or) 3 survived. Many had died. About 20 persons, both females and males had died. Now-a-days, even for headache people go to hospitals.

(d)  Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(5). Definitely. It is better to have one male and one female.

(8). Whatever happens, two only.

(e1) Reasons for high fertility

(5). If first two are females, in anticipation of a male child, they go for third one like that       next also.

(4). See in this 21st century people have 4 children.

(1). He has (pointing to some other participant) now itself 3. He wants one more male child. 

(6). Because of son preference, people have more children.

(e2) Reasons for low fertility
(4). If more children are there, we can’t give a better life for them, as already we are in poor economic condition. I have only one son, but. I am not able to buy one set of dress in a year for him.

(8). We want our children to be in better condition. We provide them the things                 and let them enjoy.

(6). He can wear pant in school. 

(4). People want to have 2 children not due to economic condition alone. People want to give good education and everything to children for which 2 children appears to be ideal.

(1). It may be due to economic condition also. Now itself, India is overpopulated.  India’s population has increased from 60 crores to 100 crores. So, each and every person living in India should think that. Whether males or females, we have to stop with one child.  If it continues like this, we will not have place even to stand in our country.

(6). As people have more awareness during the recent past, they stop with two children. This awareness is there for about 10 years. Before that nobody knows about the importance of small family size norm. In these 10 years, people come to know that India is over populated, so they want to have fewer children.

(4). When people go out, they learn this. This is my opinion. In TV also it is coming.  They tell about the population growth and its consequences. People learn like that. 

(f) Value of children? 

(1). Male child has some value.

(2). No difference. We show same treatment to males and females.

(6). If boy, he will be with us for life time. But girls go to another house.

(2). Females, are also given importance. They maintain the household expenses in a good manner.

(1). We have to spend more money if females.

(2). I am very much fond of female child. But it died. Each person has his own preference. 

(g) How are people with higher fertility considered?
(6). No such situation. No high fertility in this area.

(2). If more children are there, people pity them for their problems.

(h) How are people with lower fertility considered?

(1). He has no problem.  He has less children like that people say.

(i)  If you were richer, would you have more or less children?
(4). Definitely, not much children.

(1). Now itself India has crossed 100 crores of population. It may go beyond China. So people are aware of this.

(4). It is not good to have more children, even if we are rich.

(2). Not more than two.

(6). Not more than two.

(1). In other communities (richer than us), they stop with one child.

(6). In our community only, two children because if one dies, another may be there. But in other communities, they are very happy with only one.

5. FAMILY PLANNING

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.
(6). Now they go to hospitals and do it (sterilization). Some take papaya (for abortion). These two only are popular in our community.

(2). No idea.

(5). Ladies only know.

(6). I know two methods. I told those methods.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?
(2). Twenty years back.

(7). Twenty years back, some males had gone. In that, one had died. After that females also started going.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded?
(4). People in this area, usually go to Gandhigram hospital. Those people (hospital staff) take care of us very well.

(7). Services are good. People used to say.

(1). Services are good. Cost is less.

(4). Cost is less. They give some money also. One doctor, Dr. Kousalya, is famous over there. Their services are good.

(1). She has a good name there.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices?

(5). The nurse (VHN) who comes to our village and to my wife. 

(4). If husband wants, he will discuss with wife.

(3). When my wife wanted to go, she told me, “We have two children. They are enough. I want to go for operation, i.e., female sterilization”.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have?  Is the advice followed?

(5). They tell, but it depends upon the family situation to accept it.

(1). Yes, they tell us that they have 5-6 children and thereby, facing many difficulties.        They advice us not to give birth for that many children.

(8). Some listen their words.

(2). Definitely.

(f)  Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(6). Every month one nurse used to come to our village.

(4). One nurse comes from Gandhigram every month. They take us to the hospitals.  Some get awareness from nearby houses, i.e., from those who had already adopted FP. If they tell that there is no difficulty in operation, neighbours also go for sterilization.

(g)  Abortion: frequency and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(4). Not much abortions. Before 10-15 years, it was there. Now it is not there. They go for operation only.

(2). Now, it is not there in our village.

(4). Earlier because of abortion, some women died. Now, there are some changes.

(h)  What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(6). Nothing like that.

(1). We do not know what those methods are.

(4). “Kattu Vaidhyam”, using some plant sticks (Erukalai). If it is kept at the mouth of the womb, in some cases, the foetus was aborted it seems.

(1). Now, it is not there in this area.

(4). No idea. Our elders may know about it.

(1). Now, it is finished in injection.

6.  BOYS AND GIRLS

(a)  Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?
(6). No celebration. Whatever may be the sex of the child, no celebration?

(1). Whether it is a male or female, it is our child

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn feticide

(4). Some are doing. Now, government has banned it. Therefore, not many go for it.

(8). Because government has banned, some are afraid.

(6). After Sonography, people go for feoticide. It happened 5-6 years back.

(2). Because government has banned, some are afraid.

(6). Now people are not telling outside. So nobody knows about such incidents. 

(2). Everybody wants a male child only.

(c) Female infanticide

(6). No such thing in this area

(d) Are boys treated differently than girls?

(6). Yes. If they give 50 paise for a girl child, 1 Rupee is given to a boy. 

(2). It is there everywhere.

(1). Girls study up to 8th standard. By that time, they attain puberty. Then they stop the education. Males are sent to school up to 12th standard.

(6). Male children are with us forever.  Females go after marriage.

(4). Because females go to another family, they are stopped with 8th standard. Due to poor economic condition, we can’t send them to school. If males are given education, they will be with us till the end of our lives. 

(d) Who help more in the family, boys (or) girls?  How do they help? How early do they earn?

(1). Boys only. They have to earn and take care of themselves as well as their parents during older ages. They have to help in daughter’s marriage. Girls will help in household work.

(6). Males are given importance, but not by neglecting females. They are also given full rights till the age of 20 years.

(1). They (females) help mothers. Males start working at the age of 20 years.

(6). If education is stopped in between, they go to work at the age of 15 years, otherwise after 20 years only. But nobody sits idle.

7. CHILDREN’S FUTURE

(a) How long are children supposed to study?
(5). After 20 years only

(3). They can study up to 25 years. Then they can marry.

(4). They can study depending upon the family situation.

(2). If they are interested, we allow them to study.

(b)  Are parents ready to spend money on their studies?  How much and till what age?

(6). Whatever we have, we are ready to spend for their studies.

(4). According to the family situation and economic condition, we encourage them to study.

(6). They can study up to a degree or till they get job.

(4). In our caste, nobody is able to get job. One boy had completed B. Com. Now he goes for agricultural daily wage work.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(1). What we are expecting? For boys either bus conductor or mechanic in a shop. We don’t expect females to go for a job.

(7). Females can study upto 10th standard.

(6). Not more than 10th standard.

(2). We want to educate the females.  But they have to get married.  So we stop with 10th standard. Not more than that. If we educate girls beyond that level we have to search for an equivalent educated boy for her in marriage. So after 10th standard, they go for work.  If we educate them more, more dowry is to be given.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children?

(6). Those who have property only can give, how can we give?

(1). What property can we expect from them, when they themselves have no property. They are also going for daily wage work only. We cannot expect anything from them. They gave food to us. We have to give food to them. That is the only expectation.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(6). Definitely, they expect.

(1). They expect help from daughters.  

(6). Definitely, they are expecting. They want food and clothing only. They do not expect any modern things.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children? 

(6). Definitely they are expecting

(1). Joint families are common. Nuclear families are less.

(6). They want to live with male children only. After marriage, how can they live with female children?

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents? Which children?

(6). They do not expect like that. Earlier daily wage work only. Because of that they expect children to study and go to jobs. They don’t want us to work in farms.

(1). Definitely, they are expecting.  They expect male children only.

(6). If we do not have any work, they take us also for work.

(2). Females are helping parents.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN

(a)  Are you aware that people in your village are now having less and less children than before?

(6). Yes, we are aware of that.

(4). Most of the people have fewer children only.

(2). In each house, only two children.

(b)  Who are the people started having fewer children? Why?

(1). Rich people and people from other communities.

(6). Most of the people have fewer children only.

(1). BCs only.

(2). Now-a-days, among both SCs and BCs, the number of children is less only. BC people have much less children.

(1). BCs have fewer children compared to SCs. If they have more children, they have to divide the property. Only BCs have that mentality, not SCs.

(8). No counting in SCs.

(c)  Who are the people continue to have more children? Why?

(4). Muslims have more children.

(6). Muslims only.

(4). They have 5-6 children. They want to have more Muslim population in the future.

(2). They want to increase their population.

(1). In the nearby town (Pallapatti), 30,000 Muslim families are there. In each family, they have 5-6 children.

(6). In other areas also, Muslims are like that. In the future, they want to have more population than other Tamilians.

(3). If we say like that; Abdul Kalam could not have tested the bomb. Not like what he is saying.

(6). They want to develop their population for religious purpose.

(2). Earlier in Pallapatti; there were 30,000 families, now, it is nearly 60,000 families are there.

(8). Earlier, in our village also, only 4 families were there. Now 100 houses are there.

(1). We should not think like that.

(4). It is less in our village than Pallapatti.

(e)  And who are the people with fewest children in India?

(4). It is less among BCs (Kongu Vellalas). Most of them have one or two children only. On seeing them, SCs also learnt. Now SCs too, have one or two children only.

(1). Modernization has come. No need to see them and learn. I am going out. I have some opinion. Why should I copy Gounders? As per my opinion, I can also live better.

(4). It is his opinion. My opinion is, “Having so many properties like house and lands, they have only one or two. Why should we have more children, when we are doing daily wage work?” like that I thought and stopped with two. Now, elder child has died. My wife wanted to go for operation (re-canalization), so as to get another child But I told her, it is not necessary because I am going for daily wage work only. But she went and did that. Now-a-days, not more than two children per family are noticed in both SC as well as BC communities.

(f) Are these people influencing villages?

(4). Definitely, our people learn from them.

(1). Some only. Some know themselves. Why should I learn from him? I may have my own opinion. We are going out and seeing.

(g)  Do you think having one or two children is feasible for you?

(4). Definitely, because we can give good education and better life for them.

(h) How are people with more number of children considered?

(4). If they face food scarcity, neighbors tell, “Why should you have so many children and face difficulties?”

(6). People tell, “If you have fewer children, you will not have problems”.

(1). Some times, they are teased.

(6). No hurting. General opinions are told. Some times, when people fight, it is told.
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Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl.No.
	Name Of The Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of House  
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	Kittan
	43
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	5
	3

	2. 
	Thangan
	53
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	5
	2

	3. 
	Palaniappan
	53
	5
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	5
	3

	4. 
	Ragavan
	44
	5
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	5
	1

	5. 
	Duraisamy
	42
	6
	6
	AL
	AL
	Hut
	3
	3

	6. 
	Palanisamy
	41
	IL
	5
	AL
	AL
	mwtr
	2
	1

	7. 
	Kalimuthu
	40
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	mwtr
	2
	1

	8. 
	Karupan
	53
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	mwtr
	5
	5

	9. 
	Ramasamy
	41
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	hut
	3
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; AL = Agricultural Labour; MWTR = House 
made with

          Mud Walls and Tiles / RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(4). Since 1959, it is in very bad condition. It is in very bad condition in 2002 as compared 68-69. In fact, the situation is worse than Kamaraj’s (one of the popular former Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu) period. During that time (around 1968-73) we were able to get some jobs or money from government. Now, we are not getting anything. Though Inanganur Panchayat is big, we, SC people, do not get anything.  Even if we are getting anything, those who have money, negotiate with higher officials and take away most of the benefits. 

(d) Economic conditions?

(5). No change in economic condition.

(6). Though economic condition was bad 20 years back, whatever money earned was enough in those days. Now, it is not enough.

(e) Agriculture?

(1). Earlier we could get things like Cholam (Sorghum), Kambu (Pearl millet) and Ragi (Finger millet). Now “Kannuvalli Kilangu” has been grown, how can we eat that? So, we are not getting enough money from agriculture. Though we are getting money, we are not able to buy anything due to insufficiency.

(5). Now we are facing severe crisis for food.

(f) Housing conditions?

(6). Now government has built houses for some persons. Totally 80 Harijan (SCs) families are there. 20 families live in government built houses. 60 families do not have such houses. We live in huts. We are facing difficulty, especially during rainy season. 

(5). There is no way for development. No development at all.

(6). Earlier we used to live in huts, which were in bad condition. Now, slightly better ones.

(1). Huts with slightly taller roofs.

(e1) Food?

(6). Now, we eat ration rice only. Earlier, we used to take chola kool or ragi kool, (gruel of sorghum or finger millet) which makes body health, as they were nutritious. We get diseases only by using ration rice. Because of this our families are going down. No way to go up (development). Vegetables are available. But we are not able to buy and eat.  It costs Rs.10 / kg.

(5). Earlier we use to get green–leafy vegetables from farms. Now, they are not available as they (Kongu Vellalas) are mostly cultivating “Kannuvalli Kilangu”.
(e2) Drinking Water?

(6). We get water at normal times. We do not get water if rains are not there. We get one pot of water for once in 2 days or three days during drought.

(5). In 1952–53 we had to fetch water from wells and drink. In 1985–86, pipes were laid in the streets of the village for supplying drinking water. Now, there is severe water scarcity. We do not have water even to wash clothes.

(6). Now we get water from the centralized village tank (bore well water through pipes) once in 3 or 4 days. We get only one pot of water per family. Water scarcity is prevalent. In our village, Harijans have been separated and isolated. Still we are slaves to other caste people.

(4). In other Panchayats, the slavery has been eradicated.  But in Inanganur Panchayat, still we have slavery.

(e3) Clothing?

(5). Economic condition is very bad.  Then how can we buy good clothes?

(8). Earlier, use to wear just “Kovanam” (loin cloth). Now-a-days trousers are used. Modernization is there in wearing as well as type of dresses. . 

(6). Yes, modernization has come. Due to economic condition, we are at the same level only (mean not changed much). However, we get colour dhotis for Rs. 30/-. Those who have money go for costly dresses. We go for the same type of dhoti only. We have no way for other types of clothes.

(10). People get good clothes because they have moved outside this village. Otherwise, it would not have been changed. No way for earrings in this village. All the way we have to go to Pallapatti or nearby towns for work.

(f) Health facilities?

(6). We do not have any health facility in this Panchayat village. We have to go for about 10–15 kms.  Mostly we go to Pallapatti or Markampatti.

(4). From 1959–2002, there has been no health facility at Inanganur; we have to go 10–15 kms for hospital facilities.

(g1) Schooling?

(6). Now, the quality of education has come down in this village. In our village, there is a school wherein one can study up to 8th standard only.

(10). Yes, we have educational facilities up to 8th standard only.

(5). For higher level of schooling, we have to go outside this village. Mostly we have to go to Makampatti or Aravakurichi.

(h)Transport facilities?

(10). Now mini bus comes.

(6). Earlier there was one corporation bus (public transport system). But it was stopped two years back. For the last two years or so, one private bus, mini bus, caters the transport facility for the villagers. For other buses, we have to go to Thanneer Pandal (about 1.5 kms). To get the buses to come inside the village, we organized an agitation and all, but in vain. 

(i) Entertainment?

(6). We have no entertainment, our job is important. When we do not have work, we use to sit idle.

(10). Panchayat TV is there. Women used to watch for entertainment. Men do not see that much. 

(4). Panchayat TV is there. If we ask them to put it on, they fight with us.

(6). We have Panchayat TV for about 10 years. If we have money, we go to cinema, even if it is 50 kms. away.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(6). Women are free as far as our village is concerned. No problems are created for them.

(1). We listen their words. They listen to our words.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(1). No change.

(4). They behave in a good manner. Now, people go to school. So they behave in a good manner with their father and mother. They call father and mother with respect like Vanga, Ponga, etc. (honorific forms).

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(10). If parents have money with them, they are taken care of well; otherwise they leave them just like that.

(6). When we were children, we listened to our parents’ words. But they are not listening. Earlier, when our parents call once, we answer them. But now-a-days we have to call several times.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(1). Earlier, officials do not come and see the village people. Now, once in a month or two or at least once in six months, they come and care us. Now, there has been development.

(6). They come and just see. But they do not take care of the problems.  We do not know what is happening there.
3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(1). Girls marry at the age of 17–19 years.

(3). Marriage of girls takes place as soon as they attain puberty; mostly within one or two years.

(10). We do not have money to send girls to school.

(5). In other communities, they educate girls. They have money, so they can afford. After 5 or 6 years of puberty, they get the girls married. Now, they want to get a job also (in Gounder community).

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(5). We do not see caste. We see “kulam” (clan). We used to see for uncle and cross cousin relationship and marry.

(3). We marry within our caste or community. Even if somebody wants to marry from other caste also, we accept and do it. We see the character of the person mainly as a prerequisite for the selection of marriage.

(5). We do not see money. The person should be good in character. He should not be a drunken. He should not go to play cards.

(1). Yes, we see the character of the person.

(1). Girl should do the work in a clean manner. She should act according to their parents. They should respect everybody. Then only, she will respect people, when she comes to our house.

(5). We used to see the same things only. We dot not see property or dowry.

(10). In other community, they expect in lakhs (as dowry)

(5). People give gold in kilogram as they can. They give car, money jewels in kilos.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(5). Marriages among relatives are common. We used to see horoscope. If somebody cheats or lies, we do not perform marriage with their wards.  

(1). It happens according to the girl’s character. Sometimes up to their parents’ character also.

(4). Marriage among relatives has become less common now. Earlier, it was common.

(5). In other communities it has been drastically reduced. Money is the major criterion. 

(c) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(5). In our community, dowry means mostly gold earrings and nose studs. 

(10). If the girls’ parents are slightly richer, they give 2 sovereigns of gold. Otherwise, only ear rings and nose studs. 

(5). Some people in our community demand dowry.

(1). No change, same amount of dowry only.

(5). Rich people ask dowry. But we can’t give like that. Only one boy in 100 has studied and they ask 50 sovereigns of gold, but are we affordable for that much amount? We give at the most two sovereigns only.

(1). Earlier, if in one house, there are 4 male children, and in another house there are 4 female children, marriages of these boys and girls will be held amongst these two families. Now, it is not like that. People are hesitant to give their girls in marriage to those families where more children (boys) are there and same tape of thinking is there even from boys’ side also. While members in girls’ family think that the girl will have lot of work and has to work hard at the in-laws place, member in the boy’s family believe that girl’s family may not be rich and thereby, may not be able to pay dowry.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(5). Generally, 2-3 children in a family are sufficient, not more than that.

(1). In some families, there are 3–4 children. This is because of preference to male children. If there are 2 male children, they stop with that.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(5). We would like to have 1 male and 1 female only.

(4). Now, for the present condition, it is better to have only one. Now people do not want more than two. 

(3). Indira Gandhi (former Prime Minister of India) came to our village (around 1973-74) and told about FP; still it is in our minds. We cannot forget for it.

(5). At least in our community 2-3, in other community they want only one.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(5). Now both children’s mortality as well as morbidity has been reduced.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(10). We do not think like that. We should not leave it to chance.

(5). If we leave it to chance, we are comparable to cattle only. It does not matter, whether it is male or female, two are enough. We should decide about that by ourselves only.

(e1) Reasons for high fertility

(1). Expecting male children, some go on producing more children.

(2). Reason for high fertility is lack of awareness. Their minds are not working. Whether it is male or female 2 are enough. Otherwise 3, we can’t change the people who have more than that.

(e2) Reasons for low fertility

(10). Less children mainly due to no income. If there are more children, it is difficult to bring up them (cost of rearing children will be high). So they want fewer children.

(4). If more children are there, we cannot educate them, we cannot get job for them. We cannot live a “neat” (decent) life. We cannot develop our family in a better way.  We cannot even buy oil for their head. We cannot take care of their health. So people want to have less children.

(1). If there are fewer children, we can provide them a healthy life. 

(f) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(5). If we are richer, we will have 5–6 children. Because of our economic condition, we have only 1-2 children.

(1). What ever may be the money we have, we will have only fewer children.

(4). Even we are very wealthy (at flag hoisting level); we will have 2-3 children only.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(4). If male child, we allow and make them to go outside village. If a female child, we will not send them outside.

(5). We do not take care of male children. If female children, we take care of them in going outside, going for education, in all the things.

(5). No difference in other aspects in the family. Only for going outside, we take care of females.

(4). No difference in the family.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

(2), (3). People talk, “Why he has so many children and facing so many problems for food or clothing?” 

(5). People pity on them. People think like having so many children, he is facing scarcity.  Some may help them. But at the same time, they may tease also.

(5). If less children, they are praised. They talk like, “he has only 2 children. He can develop his family”.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.
(5). Self control (abstinence). We do not know other methods. Some may know, some may not know.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(3). Since 1967 onwards. In 1967, my wife had gone to Gandhigram Hospital for family planning.

(5). Before 25 years itself we know about family planning.

(4). For about 30 years, it is there; even in other communities also. They were aware of FP since then. That time itself, they had taken 4–5 persons for FP.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(5). Nurse is coming. Some women are not aware of FP methods. So they make aware of them like do not give birth to 4-5 children. They take them to the hospitals for FP. Now, women are going without anybody’s advice.

(4). Some with their own interest go and tell the nurse, and adopt FP.

(5). Earlier they give money for family planning. Now we spend from our hands. There is rush in the Government Hospitals. They do not take care well. We go to Government Hospital at Pallapatti. There also it is very rush.

(3), (5). For family planning, mostly they take us to Gandhigram Hospital. Even we also prefer to go there only.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(5). In the family, husband and wife discuss about FP. Then we see the nurse and tell that we want to go for FP. She takes us to hospital. We do not discuss this matter with anybody else. This is what happened earlier. Now-a-days, if we want to go for family planning we ourselves go to Gandhigram Hospital, spend money to adopt it. 

(1). Yes, now-a-days, we ourselves go.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(5). Earlier parents used to advise. Some follow the advice, some don’t. According to parents’ advice, some had one or two children more.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(5). Nurse used to come and tell us.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(5). Earlier, it was very high. Now people are using tablets like Mala–D (brand name for oral pills that are supplied through Government FP Programme).

(10). Earlier abortion was there. Now, it is not there.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(5). Traditional methods were used long before. Mostly home medicine was used.

(3). Earlier, people used “Nattu Marundhu” (local indigenous medicine). Now, it is not there.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(5). We used to celebrate for both male children. We generally give sweets or sugar.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(5). It was there.  Now, Government has passed a rule and stopped it. Now, it is not there.

(b1) Female Infanticide:

(5). No female infanticide. It may die due to some other cause but no killing.

(3). No female infanticide in this area.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(4). No differential treatment.

(5). No differential treatment in this village. Female children earn and give it to parents.  Male children go somewhere. Therefore, female child is like a Goddess to the family.  She is like our father and mother.

(d)  Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(5). Female children only help.  At least they go for daily wages and give it to family.  Male children want to get from us whatever they can.  Female children are important to us.

(4). They start earning by 14 – 15 years of age.

(5). We do not send before 15 years of age for work.  Before that it used to help in own work, cooking like that. After 15 or 16 years she goes for work.

(7). Female children go for agricultural daily wage work.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(5). Up to 15 years of age. We have up to 8th standard in our village. If they do not want to study, if they do not have interest on studies, we stop them from going to school and they have to go for work.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(7). They want to educate the children. But due to economic condition, they are not able to spend for higher education. At the most, people send to school till 8th or 10th standard.

(4). It is difficult to send even up to 10th standard.

(3). It is more difficult to send them for education after 10th standard.

(5). For higher education, we should go to either Markampatti (5 kms.) or Pallapatti      (7 kms.). Fee comes to Rs. 1000 or 2000/-. Then dress Rs. 700–800/-, then transportation charges for bus, which costs Rs. 100 per week. With all these expenditures, it is difficult to educate the children. This is for female children. Male children can study up to 15 years of age.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(5). No expectation. We want to be educated and developed like the people from other community. This is for female children. If it is a male child, he can study up to 15 years. After that we send them to some shops to earn Rs.30–40 (per day). They have to work and earn.

(3). Parents expect their children’s support. But children do not behave as per the parents’ expectation.

(5). We expect monetary help from them.

(7). They expect our help. But we do not expect children’s help.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(4). Parents want to live with their children after marriage.

(5). They want to live with male child. Those who do not have male children, they want to live with female children.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(5). Parents expect their children to work with them; both female children and male children mostly in agricultural works only.
8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(5). Yes, we know. In our community, there are fewer children than before. Now, in our community there is only one-third or one-fourth of the children than before. Now, it is very less.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(5). Educated people and Gounder community had 1-2 children. On seeing this, our community people also have learnt. We go for family planning adoption, as they go. Even Government told to control the number of children earlier as well as now. Through all these, some people got awareness about the small family size norm.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(5). According to me, Muslims have more children. But it is very less in our community as well as in other communities. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(5). According to us, Muslims in Pallapatti area have more children.

(3). Muslims are the only community having more children. Not in other castes or communities.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

       (5). Gounder community has fewer children. Our community does not come to that level. In Gounder community, if there are no males also they restrict to fewer children.

 (f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(5). Yes, on seeing them, we change ourselves.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(5). All can have 1-2 children. It is better also. This type of thinking has to come among all at the earliest.

(3). Confidently, 1-2 children are enough. 

(5). Now we have one hut. If 3 children are there, we have to have another hut. So thinking of having 1-2 children has come earlier itself.

(4). In our community, in the recent past, one person has only one child, and he stopped with that one only.
Focus Group Discussion - 7

Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy)-Female-Young (Age <35 Years)

Table A. 7 

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of 

House 
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	Indirani
	18
	7
	13
	HW
	AL
	bwTr
	2
	2

	2. 
	Devi
	24
	5
	12
	HW
	AL
	bwTR
	3
	3

	3. 
	Padmavathi
	29
	IL
	3
	AL
	AL
	mwtr
	2
	1

	4. 
	 Eswari
	31
	5
	IL
	AL
	Fitter
	bwTR
	2
	2

	5. 
	Mylathal
	32
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	bwTR
	3
	3

	6. 
	Poongodi
	25
	4
	4
	AL
	AL
	hut
	0
	0

	7. 
	Latha
	25
	5
	IL
	AL
	AL
	hut
	0
	0

	8. 
	Karuppathal
	32
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	hut
	2
	2

	9. 
	Selvi
	29
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	hut
	1
	1

	10. 
	Chindal
	24
	IL
	7
	AL
	AL
	hut
	2
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; HW = House Wife; AL = Agricultural Labour; 

          MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with Bricks Wall and 

          Tiles / RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(4). It has changed compared to earlier. Earlier there were huts, now tiled roofs, earlier there were no street lights, now there are.  Now it has developed.

(3). Earlier, Harijans (SCs) do not go to schools. Now they go to schools and studying.

(8). Earlier they do not go to schools. Now they go to schools and learn different types of things and opinions.

(b) Economic conditions?

(6). Now there is some money. If we get jobs we have money.
(3). Harijan people do not have money. They go to daily wage work only. They get     Rs. 25/- as daily wages.

(4). Now we are able to have enough food.

(3). We do not have money. We go to daily wage work only. Then how can we have money.

(4). Rich people have money.

(8). If we earn Rs. 25/-, we have to spend Rs. 30/-. Then how can we have money.  Whatever we are earning we have to spend. No change in the previous condition.

(9). Same condition only. There is no change.

(c) Agriculture?

(3). Earlier, they used to cultivate Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum). It was a good food. Now they grow Panapayir only (means crops that give large profits – cash crops).

(4). Earlier, people did not use pesticides. Now they use pesticides. So the plants are poisonous in nature; by eating that we get diseases. Whatever money we got last year, we are not able to get this year.     

(d) Housing conditions?

(9). Huts have been changed into concrete houses. After M G.R.’s (one of the former Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu) period, we are able to live in good houses.

(4). Now, the conditions of houses have changed a lot. Now people maintain cleanliness also.

(e) Food?

(2). Food pattern also has been changed. Earlier neatness was not there. Now they maintain that

(3). Earlier we donot know what are vegetables, now we buy vegetables and cook.

(5). Earlier, Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum), now only rice.

(2). There has been a change. Earlier there were no vegetables to eat.

(4). Earlier, whether it is kool or kanji (porridge), we had sufficient food.  Now we do not get sufficient food due to quality of ration rice.

(e1) Drinking Water?

(2). It is very difficult for water.

(6). Water scarcity due to lack of rains. If there are rains, no problem for water.

(9). Now we get drinking water once in 4 days.

(4). Water scarcity due to no rains.

(2). Earlier, there was no problem for water. In the past two years only, we are facing problems.

(4), (9). Now if somebody comes and asks water for thirst we are not able to give them water. Instead we can give even food, but no water.

(f)  Clothing?

(4). Now it has been changed. Now the modernization has come.

(9). Earlier only one dress. Now people are wearing modern dresses in a good manner.

(7). Earlier there was no modernization in dresses. Now it has been changed. All are wearing good clothes.

(h) Health facilities?
(2). Here (in the village), there are no health care facilities. We have to go to Markampatti. Nurse comes once in a month to village.

(8). There has been some change in health facilities.

(4). Nurse comes once in a month. She gives injections, medicines and tablets. 

(i) Transport facilities?

(4). Now, the transportation facilities are good. Now mini bus is coming to our doorsteps.

(7). Now, minibus is coming near to our house. Earlier we have to walk for about 1 km. to get buses (to go to nearby towns). Now minibus is coming inside the village.

(j) Entertainment?

(3). Now, the main entertainment is watching TV. TVs are there according to the economic status of the families. Otherwise, washing clothes and bringing firewood etc.

(4). Not seeing cinema. If we want to see, we have to go to Markampatti. It is about 4-5 kms., so, not many are going to cinema.

(2). Panchayat TV is there. But nobody put it on that one. Going outside means, it is for buying clothes like that only. For entertainment, some may go to cinema.

(4). Going to cinema is infrequent. 1 or 2 may go for cinema. One has to go to Palapatti (6 kms.) or Markampatti (3 kms.).

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(4). Now women are moving outside freely. They are bold enough to go outside.

(2). Now-a-days women are going outside of house boldly. They even come in the night times.  Earlier, they were afraid of going out.

(8). Now women are going outside freely than before. Again it depends on the family.

(3). Because of education, now- a- days women are moving outside.

(4). They look after the family, household expenditure, moving outside like that, women are so free.
(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(4). Earlier we were afraid of our parents. Now, it is not like that. Our children are moving freely with us.

(8). Some behave in good manner and some behave differently.

(4). Earlier they used to hear the words of parents. Ukkarunna Ukkaruvanga (If we instruct them to sit they will sit without questioning). Now, it has changed. Earlier parents did not send their children to school. Now children are going to school and they learn more from there and behave accordingly.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(2). Earlier they were not used to take care of aged parents. Now they are taken care off well.  Now they think that nobody is there for aged parents except us. So they look after them well.

(5). Now aged parents are taken care of well.

(4). Earlier, without seeing parents, they go for outside work (to work outside the village). Now they are taken care of well.

(c1) Role of community leaders?

(3). No change in their role.

(2). If we tell our problems, they solve it.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(3). If we ask our requirements, they help us. Children are given injections (Vaccinations) at schools and also tablets. For small children also, they give tablets and injections from the government. If we are not well, for us also, they give tablets.  Government helps us.

(4). If we are not able to go to hospitals, health workers come and give tablets and medicine. They did some developmental work for their village. In ration shops also, they give things. Drinking water pipes in the streets, street light facilities are also given. Earlier it was not like that. Now they do lot of things.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(4). Some marry at 12 o r 13 years and some at the age of 30 also.

(2). Earlier, marriage used to be at the age of 20. Now marriages are taking place at 13 or 15 years of age.

(3). Nobody waits till 15 years and all.

(2). If it is arranged by parents, marriages take place at the age of 17 or 18.

(10). If it is love marriage, the marriage takes place at 12–13 years of age. After getting 1 or 2 children they look like old ladies.

(3). Earlier even if the girl is studying, when the marriage is forced, they use to stop to go to school. Now-a-days, because of education, marriages are postponed for 1 or 2 years.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(4). He should not use drinks (alcoholic). He should be able to earn. He should take care of the girl.

(8). If both of them are interested, we do not see anything.

(10), (9). Marriages are mostly within our caste only.

(4). 1 or 2 took place in other castes also. Earlier only earrings and nose studs were given as dowry. Now, they ask 10 sovereigns. Again it depends on the economic status of both the families.

(5). Dowry is given according to the economic status of the families involved in marriage. Education and money are important requirements. Therefore, we see education also. Now there is a change than earlier.

(4). We see age also. Age difference is seen both earlier and now also. We see job and all other aspects.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(3). Marriages among close relatives are happening.

(4). Earlier, marriages among relatives were there. Now, also they are there, but very rare.

(3). Now people know that marriages among relatives are not good for children, so they seek outside.

(2). Now there is a change.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(5). No dowry in our community.

(4). Things like almirah (Steel cupboard), cot, bed, pillows only.

(8). They ask chain for 5 sovereigns, 10 sovereigns of gold according to the situation.   Earlier there was no dowry.

(7). Dowry is asked according to the economic status

(1). Now, dowry is more compared to earlier days. Earlier, there was no dowry.

(7). Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families.

(8). Girl’s family has to spend more like jewellery, etc.

(4). Clothes, food, other marriage expenses have to be spent by girl’s family.

(1). Earlier, boys’ family has to spend more.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children. 

(4). Mostly 2–3 children. One child families are not to be seen.

(2). 2–3 children.

(3). Stopped with 3 children. Now they even stop with 2.

(2). Mostly stopped with 2 children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(4). Two children; 1 male and 1 female. Same answer from all respondents.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

(1). Now-a-days, if any illness, immediately children are taken to the hospitals.  Now the mortality rate has reduced. Now, hospital facilities are available.

(4). Diseases are common now. Earlier, diseases were not that frequent. Now-a-days, fever, headache like that illnesses have become common. Earlier people do not even go to hospitals. Now, it is not like that.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(4). It is better to decide.

(7). We have to decide that two children are enough.

(e1) Reasons for high fertility.

(5). They think that they can bring up them in good manner. 

(4). “If one child dies, another will be there”– like that people thought in the past and had more number of children.

(5). Earlier they do not aware of hospitals (i.e., for use of FP). So, they had more number of children. Now-a-days we are aware of hospitals and stop with less number of children.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility.

(4). Dowry is more, other expenditures are also more. It is difficult to feed more children.

(2). It is difficult to spend for 4–3 children. If there are fewer children, we are able to give them a good life. So, we have less number of children.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(4). It is happy, if it is a male child.

(8). If male child means extra happiness, but no difference among boys and girls. If two female children, some feel for it.

(2). If female child, some feel bad. If male child, they will be happy.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

(2). People would say that he has 4-5 children and thereby facing problems. They will think, “How is he going to manage?” 

(3). If 1 or 2 children only, people may talk like, “He has less number of children, so he does not have any problem”.
(4). It is good to have fewer children (we can bring them up in a good manner)

(2). If there is less number of children to a person people say, “Look, he has only less children and therefore, his family economic situation is good”. 

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(3). Even if we were richer, we would be having less number of children only. Now–a–days rich people only have fewer children. 


All respondents gave the same answer.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(2). Operation (sterilization) method.

(4), (6). We learnt that there are injections for once in 5 years. They give tablets and all. I did not get it.

(4). Some take pineapple.

(5). People take Papaya.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(3), (5), (6). 20 years back, people were taken for sterilization.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(2). Nurse (ANM) comes and tell about it. She even advices to have children after 4-5 years after the one born recently. 

(6). It costs.

(3). In Gandhigram Hospital, they take care of us well. They give food and Rs. 200/- for other expenses and send off us back to home. We have to spend only for transportation. They take care of us very well.

(2). If we give Rs. 5 or 10 in Government Hospitals they will take care of us nicely.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(2). First we discuss with spouse.

(3). Then we discuss with nurse (ANM) who comes to the village.

(4), (2). After that we discuss with father, mother, father-in-law and mother-in-law. If they tell us to go, then only we will go.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

 (4). Yes, they use to advice to have less number of children (2-3 only). 

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(3). Nurse comes and tells us

(4). Nurse comes and tells us. We ask her about the FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(2), (4). Now also abortions are there.

(4). If go for family planning, people fear that they may suffer with body pain, frequent illness and weight loss. So they did not go.

(3). Some are afraid of back pain.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(4). Earlier people used to take plant roots. Now-a-days, nobody uses it. They go to hospitals.

(2). Now also some are taking. Earlier people use Gingili, Papaya like that.  Now these are rarely used.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(3). Yes, it is celebrated for boys.

(4). Some give sweets also. If it is a female child, they have to spend more, they have to give dowry. If male child means, no such expenses.

(2). Everybody is happy, if they get a male child.

(5). If female child, we have to spend more amount as “Seeru” (gifts at the time of marriage, childbirth, etc.). That child has to go to some other family and face so many problems.

(7). If male child, it means no such worries. So people are happy.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(4). No such things.

(7). Whether it is male or female child, they want to have.

(2). If repeatedly female babies are there, they go for abortion.

(b2) female infanticide

All respondents – No female infanticide in this area.
(5). Whether it is male or female children, nobody wants to kill a child.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

All respondents: No such differentiation in treatment. Both boys and girls are treated in the same manner.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(3). Male children only help

(4). They go for work from 20 years of age onwards.

(3). Now, they go for work at 20 or 25 years only. Earlier, people used to go by 15–16 years of age.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(7). Up to 12 years (12th standard)

(3). Girls should study up to 18 years of age.

(9). They can study up to 19 years.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(4). Now-a-days, both male and female children are studying. People think that their children should not be like earlier generation. So they want to educate their children at least to a certain extent (say up to 8th standard). Those who have money, use to send their children to school up to 10th standard. However, providing education to children depends upon their (families’) economic status.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(3). They should be in good jobs according to their educational status.

(2). If girls means, as teachers. If boys they should be as teacher or police jobs.
(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

(4). At about 25 years only. Earlier, they start working at lower ages. Now-a-days, they are studying. So they want to go for jobs according to their studies.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(2). Those who have lands, they give land. We do not have anything to give. We do not give.

(4). Houses are given. If cattle are there, it is sold and money is given to male children.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(4). They expect help. They want monetary help during old ages.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(4). Parents want to live alone.

(3). Parents want to live alone and let the children be happy.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(8). No such expectations.

(3). In some families, it is expected, in some families it is not there.

(3). They expect both male and female children’s help. Those who are in good economic status, do not expect help. But those in low economic condition expect children’s help.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(2). Not less than three. It is high

(3), (5). Definitely, it is less than before.

(2). Earlier, in each house 4-5 children would be there. Now, it is less only; mostly two.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

 (4). In our village people from Gounder community. For having a better economic status!

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(3). Non–agricultural families have more children. They think that we do not have agriculture. At least we can have more children. Therefore, they use to give birth to more number of children.

(7). If there is no male child, they expect next would be a male. In anticipation like that they may have more children. Those who get male children in the first time itself, generally stop with one or two children.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(4), (2). Muslims only have more children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(2). Gounder community have fewer children.

(7). Gounder community people stop with one or two children. If two females are there, to get male child they go for another one.

(3). Rich people have less children (mostly 1 or 2), whereas poor people have more children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(7). All the things, even clothes have become costly now-a-days. So on seeing them, we have also changed.

(3). Seeing Gounder community, we have also changed. It is difficult to bring up more number of children.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(3). Yes.  Having one or two children is feasible for us also. Earlier people did not think like that. Now we think it is feasible for us to have one or two children.

Focus Group Discussion - 8 

Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy)-Female-Old (Age 35+ Years)

Table A. 8

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age
	Schooling
(In No. of Years)
	Occupation
	Type of House 
	No. of Children

	
	
	
	Parti.
	Spouse
	Parti.
	Spouse
	
	Ever Born
	Living

	1. 
	Maral
	49
	IL
	IL
	HW
	AL
	BWTR
	4
	4

	2. 
	Kaliammal
	46
	IL
	3
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	6
	3

	3. 
	Vellachi
	58
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	4
	2

	4. 
	Chinrasu
	38
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	0
	0

	5. 
	Pichaiammal
	38
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	5
	5

	6. 
	Ponnammal
	40
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	2
	1

	7. 
	Vellaiammal
	43
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	8. 
	Vellaiammal
	54
	IL
	NA
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	5
	5

	9. 
	Chinnammal
	44
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	6
	5

	10. 
	Karupathal
	54
	IL
	IL
	AL
	LGW
	MWTR
	6
	3


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; NA = Not Applicable because the Participant may be Widowed / Separated and thereby, spouse is not there; AL = Agricultural Labour; HW = House Wife; LGW = Lower Grande Non-agricultural Worker; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = House made with Bricks Wall and Tiles /RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a)  Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(8). Earlier we could get enough drinking water. Now we are not getting enough drinking water.

(6). Gounder community is better. Ours is the same.

(b) Economic conditions?
(6). Not much improvement.

(5). It has changed. Earlier it was pathetic. We did not have proper food, clothing.  Now we are having some improvement in food and clothing pattern.

(3). Now there is some improvement. Still the poverty persists. Now we do not get jobs because of draught condition; otherwise, no problem.

(c) Agriculture?
(3). Earlier people grow cereals and pulses. We could get these for the work we do.  Now it has been paid as cash. We have to get rice from shops only, which costs more.

(5). Now the agriculture has come down because there are no rains.

(2). Now we do not have water in the wells; so agriculture is not in good condition.

(5). Now the agricultural productivity has come down. Now, the main crop is “Kanvalli Kilangu”, which we cannot use for food.

(6). Earlier, we could get cereals and pulses. We could have enough food.

(3). Now we are not getting enough food because of less rain.

(d) Housing conditions?
(2). Earlier the houses were made up of coconut leaves or any leaves. Now, the Government gives the concrete houses to our community.

(5). Now-a-days, both concrete houses and huts are there. Earlier there were only huts.  Now the price of the leaves has gone up. We are not affordable.

(2). We are not affordable for leaves now-a-days, because it has to be changed at least once in a year. Now, we are using tiles.

(5). There are 20 houses, which are allotted by the State Government to our community.  Another 50 houses are in bad condition, since the walls are made up of mud.

(3). Now-a-days, we are not getting leaves.

(4). Still some of us are living in huts.

(2). In some houses, walls are made up of concrete. In some houses, it is made up of mud.

(1). Houses are not in good condition in our community. Gounders have built concrete houses now-a-days.

(e) Food?

(4). If we get work continuously, we are able to have good food.

(2). Earlier, we ate cereals, but now we eat rice, which is provided in ration shops (considered to be of poor quality). 

(5). Earlier, we could get nutritious food.  Now, it is not like that.

(4). Now there is no work continuously, so we do not get good food.

(1), (2), (3), (7), (8). Now the food which we are taking is very bad compared to earlier.

(4). If we go for work (i.e., during the agricultural seasons), we buy vegetables and all and eat. Not for all the time.

(2). Now-a-days we consume vegetables.

(6). Now, the rates of vegetables are very high.  So weekly once or twice, we get some vegetables and eat.

(5). Earlier, it was in good condition.  The ration rice has nothing.

(6). Sometimes we take vegetables, not always.

(4). Earlier, when we were using cereals, there is no need of vegetables. We take it in the liquid form. But nowadays we need some vegetables for rice.  Some eat more rice without any side dish.

(e1) Drinking Water?

(10). For the last three months, we are facing problems for drinking water.  Earlier it was good.

(4). Some people do not allow fetching water from their wells. People ask us to work for sometime in their farms to give drinking water.

(7). When we were young, we all reported to the District Collector, when he came here, that we do not get drinking water. Immediately, within 15 days, he issued orders to dig well for drinking water. Now, that well also has no water. Drinking water comes from some other village through pipes on alternative days or at times weekly twice.

when we were young , we all reported to the district collector when he came here that we donot get drinking water.  Immediately, within 15 days, he sanctioned order to dig well for drinking water.  Now that well has no water.  Now the drinking water comes from some other village, but through pipes.
(f) Clothing?

(8). Earlier, we did not have proper sarees or dhothies to wear. In the recent past, we are able to get.

(6). In all the houses, now-a-days, varieties of dresses in good number are there.

(8). Definitely, dressing pattern has changed.

(g) Schooling?

(4). In our generation, nobody knows even to sign.

(6). We do not know what is schooling? But the younger generation has the schooling facility.

(8). Earlier, we were not able to send children to schools.

(6). In our community, each family had 7–8 children at that time. So, it was not possible to send all of them to school. Now, we have 2-3 children and therefore, it is possible to send them to schools.

(4). Now, people send children to schools depending on their economic status. The children, during the recent past, use to study up to 8,9,10 standards. 

(5). After 8th standard, they have to go to Markampatti (3 kms.)

(4). There is a school (in Markampatti), which has up to 10th standard. 

(6). We do not even know to sign. We ask somebody about the names of the places while boarding into buses. Now, we send our children to school.

(4). We should depend upon somebody like you to know where the bus is going. Now the situation has changed.

(h) Health facilities?

(3). No health facilities are available now and even earlier also.

(6). We go to Government Hospital at Pallapatti (6 kms.)

(8). Earlier we have not usually gone to hospitals. Now-a-days only, people are going to Government Hospitals.

(5). Now, it is O.K. 

(8). We go to Government Hospital.

(4). Now, Nurse (ANM) is coming to the village. She gives medicines, syrup, painkillers, medicines to jaundice, etc. Earlier, deliveries have taken place at homes only. In case of any complications that pregnant woman has to die. Now, everybody is going to hospitals. Rich people are going by cars.

(i) Transport facilities?

(4). Earlier, walking only. Now, buses are there.

(6). Now, the transportation facilities are good.

(8). Earlier, for marriage and all, we used to go by bus. Bride and groom have to go by walk. It usually takes 3–4 days

(2). Now-a-days, we go by tempo.

(8). Bus facilities are good now-a-days compared to earlier.   

(j) Entertainment?

(8). No entertainment at all.

(7), (5). Gossiping is the only entertainment. 

(8). When children, who were staying outside the village, come here, we used to go to cinema. Frequency is very less. We have to go to Markampatti (3 kms.).

(7). Frequency is very less.  We go to cinema yearly twice or thrice.

(2). I had gone to cinema 10 years back. 

(6). Simply sitting and chatting is the main entertainment.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)
(8). Now, women are so free.

(2). Earlier, if we want to go out also, we should inform our husbands; otherwise they do not allow inside the house.

(4). No freedom for women.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(4). Now a days children do not listen parents’ words.

(3). Earlier it was not like that. Children respect parents.  But now they do not listen.

(8). They do not inform where they are going.  Now a days people select their matches themselves Earlier we do not have that practice. Soon after marriage they want to live alone with their spouse.  Some children do not even come for their parents death.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(8). Earlier, aged parents were taken care of well. Now, people do not care for their aged parents.

(5). We used to look after them in a good manner, because they are parents of husband. But now-a-days they do not care those things at all. Now, state government is giving Rs. 200/- old age pension with that some people are managing.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(5). We do not know that. If we have any problem, we inform the Panchayat president. He used to take care of everything.

(8). Now, their approach has changed. They try to solve the problems

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(3). Better to marry in the ages 19–21.

(8). My daughter got married at age 14. At 16 years of age, I got a baby girl. At 37 years of age itself, I have got son–in–law.

(3). Now, girls marry on their own (love marriages) around 18–19 years.

(6). Some girls marry even before that.

(5). If girls go to school, they get married even early (love marriage)

(2). Girls usually get married as soon as they attain puberty.

(5). In other communities, till age 30 also people wait to marry; but in our community, mostly before 20 years itself.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(5). Caste is a must. Then property. Sometimes education, character of the boy/girl, etc. come into picture. Then age. Not that much worried about occupation (government job), but he should be able to take care of the family.

(8). Sometimes, complexion also looked into.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(5). Earlier it happened frequently. People wanted to marry among their blood relatives. Now, it has been reduced.

(10). Now, among relatives also, they match horoscope if the horoscope is not matching marriage will be cancelled.

(8). Earlier uncles used to come several times to marry the niece. Now, they ask for sovereigns (of gold jewellery). Now girls’ parents should give Rs.501/- to fix marriage.

(3). In earlier days, nobody asked money. Now, for engagement itself, people ask money.

(5). If that money (Rs. 501) is not paid, people do not allow the bride and groom to start living together. They send the girl to their parents’ house. If the couple wants to live separately, the boy should pay Rs.501/-, then the community leader orders them to live separately. After that they can even remarry also. These types of cases do not go outside the purview of the village.  Further, we take decisions about these cases within the community Panchayat only.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(5). No dowry in our community. We give some small things as dowry. At the most the highest amount of dowry is 2 sovereigns of gold. Some do not even have that also.

(2). Other expenses are usually borne by the families of bride and groom on 50:50 basis. 

(5). No dowry, only marriage expenses. After that, we give dresses and food during festivals.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children. 

(3). Earlier, our community people used to have 5, 6, 7, children.

(6). Earlier, people used to have large number of children. Now only two; no matter whether it is a male or a female.

(7). Earlier, number of children was large. Now only 2 are the minimum and at the most maximum 3. This may be due to modernization.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(7). Better to have 3 children, 2 boys and 1 girl. There should not be only one son. This is because that only son has to do all things like payment of dowry and other expenses to their sisters etc. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

(2). Now-a-days mortality is less.

(6). Morbidity is also less.

(3). Now, people come and give injections to children (immunization), in addition to nutritional packs. Earlier hospitals were not there. We manage with some green leaves.

(2). Now, the diseases are more.

(6). Earlier, we were not able to go to hospitals immediately. Now facilities are not available.

(8). We are not used to go to hospitals in our generation, but now the injections and medicines are more.

(5). Earlier, diseases like Diphtheria, pneumonia etc. were there in large numbers. Now those things have reduced a lot.

(4). Now the condition is better.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(7). My son and daughter came from school and told me the following words like a rhyme: “Have one or two children. Don’t go unplanned and get the children who do not obey for anything”. Further, he told to me that “one male and one female is enough in our houses. Don’t go for more than that”. That time, I was pregnant (2 months). Immediately, I went to the hospital and underwent abortion. So, it is not up to the chance. We have to restrict ourselves.

(e) Reasons for high fertility.

(3). Earlier, people had fear about sterilization, but now people are aware. They restrict to two children.

(7). Now, people want to restrict because if number of children is less, they can provide better life to their children.

(8). Earlier, we had more children, because some children may die and some only may be alive.

(7). Some people go for large number of children due to son preference.

(5). I have 5 female children. I am afraid of hospitals and therefore, I did not prefer sterilization.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).
(8), (5). Both are treated equally.

(4). We treat both male and female children equally.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

(4). He had taken risk by having so many children like that.

(8). If the family has fewer children, it is called as a planned family.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children? One or two more children?

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(8). Same (as of now) family size only.

(7). Because of money, we do not go for more or less children.

(4). It is not up to the economic status.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(7). Operation (Sterilization).

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(6). 27 years back, somebody took males for sterilization. After that only females have started going for sterilization.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(3). Nobody is going to Government Hospitals now-a-days.

(5). People prefer to go to Gandhigram Hospital for sterilization.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(7). First with husband, then with mother–in–law and father–in–law, and then with parents.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(7). Parents do not advice about the right number of kids. It is up to the couple’s choice.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(6). Nurse (ANM) used to tell

(3). She tells that better to have 2 children, so that we could be able to bring up the children in better way.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(6). Now, the frequency of abortion has reduced. Earlier, it was there to a large extent. 

(8). People were afraid of sterilization; so they were going for abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(7). Earlier, it was used. We do not know. 

(5). Paste of ginger, pepper, spices, jeera and some plant roots.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(7). Nothing like that.

(5). Some people want male children because sons have the right to perform last rites like lighting of funeral fire etc. 

(4), (3). If female children are there previously, male child is preferred because to light the funeral pyre he is the right person. If there are no males (sons), somebody from other family but again male only may perform this duty. 

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(3). Nothing like that.

(7). It is there. Even I had that. I had 3 female children, for the 4th one, I had gone for sonography, it was also female. So, I underwent abortion.

(b1) Female infanticide

 (7). We do not want to do murder.

(10). No, nothing like that.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons.

(5). No, not like that
(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(5). Male children are of more help to the family. In the agricultural work they help or monetarily help if they go for other jobs.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(7). From 5 years onwards, till 10th standard.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(8). Till 10th standard. 

(7). We do not send our children outside the village for studies. For this we do not have money.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(7). My grand daughter has studied for teacher job.

(10). My son has completed B. Com.

 (5). Better to go for some non-agricultural occupations.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

(5). In our community, we send them at the age of 15-18 itself.  

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(7). Whatever we have like house, money to males and jewels to females.

(5). House is the main property.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(7). Yes, we expect monetary help for food.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(5). Parents wants to live with children, but children do not. Generally, with male children only we want to live.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(7). In agricultural work.

(4). In all works, but male children only

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 

(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(7). Yes, we know. Earlier 5-6 children were there, now it is 2-3 children only.

(4). Now, people stop to 2 children.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(5). Educated persons had fewer children first.

(7). Now all the people are aware of the fact that we can have better life, if we have fewer children. Hence, everybody started having fewer children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(7). In our (SC) community only.  But they are also started having fewer children.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(7). In SC community only and Muslims.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(5). In our area, Gounders and Naidus.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(7). Yes, and we also learn from outsiders.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) are feasible for you?

(7). Definitely, we can also have like that and have a better life in the present days.
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Table A. 9

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.   Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.        Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Gunasekaran
	37
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	2
	Mani
	38
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	4
	3

	3
	Kannan
	39
	6
	4
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	2
	2

	4
	Murugesan
	31
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	5
	Sivalingam
	37
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	6
	Arunachalam
	38
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	7
	Sekar
	37
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	4
	4

	8
	Ramachandran
	27
	10
	IL
	Pe. Bu.
	Pe. Bu.
	HUT
	3
	3

	9
	Veerasamy
	24
	7
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	2
	1

	10
	Subramani
	33
	17
	5
	Bu.
	Tailor
	HUT
	2
	2

	11
	Sankar
	25
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	12
	Kannan
	36
	9
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	13
	Ganesan
	31
	10
	8
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	2
	2

	14
	Kumarasamy
	30
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3


Note: 
Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agriculture Labourer

Pe. Bu. = Petty Business; Bu. = Business; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof.
2 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(7). It is as before. No change

 (10). Now water tank has come, Tar road, Bus facility is there.

(3). Now difference is there. They built water tank and Tar Roads. School has been reconstructed.

(2). Development is there

(b) Economic conditions?

(10). No better economic condition; nothing more to tell.

(12). No school in this village. It is in near by village. Children have no facility to study. There is a big (high) school is at Kandachipuram. In Melvalai, it is there up to 5th standard, no school in Oduvankuppam. Children face difficulty in studies. The bus does not come once in a week, they have to walk 5 kms. Some days, they do not go to school. If the bus does not come, they will go by and there by, reach the school lately.

(10). No hospital facility in our village.

(5). Debts are becoming more.

(3). In our village, each has at least Rs. one lakh as debt.

(10). No tractor was there in the village before 20 years. Now 4 tractors are there.

(12). Because of dryness in the village, many go outside to work for daily wages and eat.

(10). We could not do anything.

(12). It is quite tough.

(3). That time, cycles were there, now two wheelers are there.

(7). It was very tough that time, now it is O.K.

(c) Agriculture?

(3). Nothing in agriculture

(12). No development in agriculture. No rains, ponds are dry, because of this; there is no development in agriculture.

(3). If rain comes only, agriculture. If no rain, no agriculture.

(2). We are not able to pay the interest for the money, we borrowed.

(12). If we plant something, we are not able to maintain; we can not repay the debts.

(1). If the sky did not like this village, what can we do?

(12). Rains are less. So we face loss only. For the past 5 years, it is like this. We sew paddy, then cows only eat that.

(3). No rains at all in our village.

(4). For the past three years, pond did not get filled with water.

(3). Yes, for the last 4 years

(d) Housing conditions?

(10). 10 percent is changed.

(7). It is going down

(3). When we see the nearest villages, our village is in very bad condition.

(7). No change. All are huts only.

(2). 10 percent only is in good condition. In Oduvankuppam, 20 concrete houses are    there.

(10). Now Sun TV (cable) connection is there. It was not there earlier.

(5). There is no way to buy rice. But he sees Sun TV.

(e) Food


(4). Changes have come. Those drank “Kool” (porridge), today eat ration rice.

(2). Now people eat ration rice.

(3). No other way.

(6). Now, “Kambu” (Pearl Millet) usage is less. Earlier, people used to cultivate Kambu in 5 acres, 10 acres like that. Now, not even one sack of “Kambu” is produced. It got dried. Same is the case with paddy also.

(12). We do not get ration rice properly. Every month, they reduce the quota of rice allotted to our village. Thereby, people do not get it. Oil (kerosene) is given only 2 days in a month. If we go and ask, they tell “it is over”.

(e1) Drinking Water

(6). Wewhen we were young , we all reported to the district collector when he came here that we donot get drinking water.  Immediately, within 15 days, he sanctioned order to dig well for drinking water.  Now that well has no water.  Now the drinking water comes from some other village, but through pipes. used to fetch water from pond. Now water tank has been built.

(1). Water comes once in a day.

(12). That too, sometimes, it may not come for two days.

(3).   It does not come for three days.

(6). Tank was built and water came during “Kalaigner” (Title for former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. K. Karunanidhi) period.

(12). No facility is there in our village.

(f) Clothing

(2). In the case of clothing, many changes have come. People wear middy, chudidar, etc.

(3). In the case of clothing, there are many changes.

(5). People who wore “Gada” (cheap rate cotton), wear “Kadhar” (cotton variety).

(8). Earlier we got, saree and dhothi freely through public distribution system. 

       Now we get for Rs.70. 

(3). Changes have come in a drastic manner. 

(10). Twenty years before, one or two only wear “pressed” clothes. Today it is used by all.

(8). Now people are decent. No problem.

(2). If there is no rice for night food also, people dress up well.

(g) Health facilities?

(7). We have to go Kandachipuram.

(1). Go to Mugaiyur.

(8). For emergency, we will go to Villupuram

(2). Villupuram, Kandachipuram, Thirukkovilur.

(12). We have to go at least 6 kms. for hospitals.

(1). In Government Hospitals, only hospitals (buildings) are there, doctors are not there.

(2). Not in Oduvankuppam, we have to go 6 kms. for hospital

(1). It is not there in Oduvankuppam or Melvalai Panchayat.

(2). No hospital is there in this village. No school is there. Both are not there in this village.

(6). We have to go to Kandachipuram.

(2). No doctor comes here.

(8). No one comes here. No government doctors. Local doctors (traditional practitioners) come.

(2). Rarely, Veterinary doctor comes

(6). Go to Kandachipuram

(7). 7 kms. we have to go to Kandachipuram.

(g) Schooling facilities?

(6). Not in our village.

(7). Not in our village.

(12). No school in Oduvankuppam. Nothing is there. Children go to Melvalai to study. Oduvankuppam colony has Christian school. Children go there and study.

(6). It belongs to RC. No school for Oduvankuppam.

(2). Children do not want to go to SC colony. It is not good. Children go to Melvalai.

(h) Transport facilities?

(2). Bus No.13 comes. It comes for one day and not come for 3 days. So children have to walk to Melvalai main road and go to school.

(3). Children go to school by spending Rs 3.50 per day.

(2). At times, they have to walk for about 3 kms.

(1). They have to go to main road.

(12). Even there, some buses are not stopped for school children.

(2). If they go late, they are not permitted inside the gate. They scold the children. They return home. They come home and go to herd cattle to escape from parents beating.

(7). They won’t come for night food because they are afraid of beating.

(i) Entertainment?

(12). It is very tough in the villages. There is no town near to this village. No shops or hotels here. If we get work, we go to forms. Otherwise, we sit somewhere with hatefulness.

(2). Entertainment is, we go to rich people’s house and watch TV. Before 4 years, electric wiring was done in my house, but I have no money to get electric connection. Youngsters play cards.

(5). Elders do not go for that. No body has cards.

(11). They ask Rs. 3000/- for bets.

(9). People play Volley ball and Cricket.

   (3). Playing cricket. Those who have money, drink liquor. Poor people have to sit just like that. What to do?

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(7). Now women are comparatively better than earlier.

(2). No, out of 100, 10% only goes out freely.

(5), (6), (7).  No control for them. But without control, they cannot go out.

(2). There is no way to go out because of illiteracy.

(6). They cannot go.

(2). No such development. If we tell not to go, they will not go.

 (b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(5). My father did not listen to the words of my grandfather. I go beyond that. Like that, my son goes beyond me.

(10). Whatever you tell, I do not listen. That is the behaviour.

(1). Because of poverty, we were not able to develop.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(2). Out of 100, 5% only looks after their parents. 95% do not respect their father and mother. They beat their parents.

(8). Yes. That is true.

(10). If he is good, he can take care of his father and mother. He himself goes and beats their parents. They ignore them that they are not their children and throw them out.

(2). We should expect, the children. 5 percent take care of their parents because parents have some money like Rs. 5,000 (or) 10,000. That is why they take care of their parents. That 5 percent only can come and drink tea and take food at 12 o’ clock. Other than that, fathers are herding cattle. From those days to these days, he is herding the cattle.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(8). We can not tell any complaint on Panchayat president. Even there are no complaints on Ex-president. We did not get funds, but no problem with the leaders.

(1). In our area, counsellor and member, won’t allow the poor people to develop. They suppress them.

(8). Two leaders were there, no complaint on them. Ex-president got funds and did good things for our village. Now no funds, they do not have chance to do any thing.

(2). On the whole, no facility is available.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(3). Now marriages are mostly performed at 22 or 23 years of age.

(8). Earlier, marriages were at very low ages ranging between 12 -15 years of age.

(10). In 13 also, because of love marriage, we cannot say anything.

(12). Below 18 years.

(10). About 70% of the marriages are done between 17 and 22.

(12). After 18 years only.

(6). Before 18 years or less. After 12 or before 18 years.

(4), (12). Girls are educated. They are stopped from sending school because of poverty. After that, after 15 years, marriages are done. From 15 or 16, marriages are done within 20 years.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(10). Caste is seen.

(2). Even though caste is seen, it is up to their decision. Some consider property also.

(7). Bride’s and groom’s desire are considered. Not seeing education and all. If the girl wants the boy, that is seen.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(12). In our village, it is more.

(7).   It is more here.

(12). With relatives only, girls are given and taken.

(7).   In our village, among relatives only, but mostly within the village. 

(2).   Because of poverty, 90% of the marriages are done among relatives

(12). Because of poverty only, people do marriages among relatives.

(2), (4), (6), (8), (10), (7), (3).  Now it is more.

(2). Among the blood relationships, Uncle-niece and cross-cousin, one would look into the economic conditions of both of the families and then decide to finalise the girl (bride) for marriage.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(12). Not much in our village

(3). Not much dowry.

(2). If uncles, cross-cousins marry, there is no dowry. If married to outside, it is there.

(3). Dowry is not demanded. Whatever they can, it is given.

(10). On an average, 5 sovereigns of golden jewels are given.

(12). 5 (or) 3 sovereigns only, not more than that. That too, they voluntarily give. No one asks for dowry as such.

(2). If marriage is among outsiders, they ask 10 sovereigns, two-wheeler etc. Under these conditions (low economic conditions and thereby, difficult to pay huge sums of dowries), uncle compelled to marry the niece.

(8). If it is Government staffs, more dowries are given. Rich people give more. Dowry is common in all the communities.

(4). Other marriage expenditures are done by boy’s family.

(12). Boy’s family. All marriage expenditures are seen by boy’s family.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(12). Two (or) three children in a family, not more than that.

(2).   My father had 6 siblings. Now it is not like that.

(10). Ten years, each family had 7 or 8 children; after that, three children only.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(12). Better to have two children.

(2). 2 (or) 3 can be there. If one dies also, two will be there. One male and one female are enough.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(5). Less only

(8). Less only

(2). Less only

(1). It is less

(13). Fever is not a big disease. Now small pox and all are not there. It is good. Fever is not a disease.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(13). Illiterate people think if they go for operation, their health will get spoiled. So they leave just like that. People who are aware want to stop with two children.

(e) Reasons for high fertility.

 (13). Sex preference for Males. Continuously they get 4, 5 female children. So there is high fertility.

 (10). If 4 children earn, they can become rich.

 (3). Continuously they get 4 daughters. So expecting male child, they have more children.

 (10). If 4 children are there, if our enemy comes, they can attack – this was the thinking those days.


           (2).   If it is more, it means that they are afraid of FP

                  (13). Yes, I know many ladies like that. She has 6, 7 children.

(2). Ganesan has 4 children. So I also should have 4. Then only I can oppose Ganesan- This type of thinking is there.

(10). That was before 10 years. Now, 60 percent think to stop with two children.

(2). In our village, who gives his daughter wants “varisu” (heir). How many families are there like the one Ganesan has? If we have so many; then only, I can beat up Ganesan like that.

(10). Yes, this is true and also wants of male children

(13). Firstly, they may have 4 daughters, because of this, they want a son, and leave just like that. As far as I know, 7, 8 families are there like that. Then, about half of the villagers have no education. They are afraid of FP and believe that FP will spoil the health. Now women are not afraid. Some want to stop with only one.

(10). Before ten years, no improvement was there.

(13). Because of son preference, people go for more children. They get 4 or 5 daughters after that they get male child. For that, lack of awareness is the reason. They were afraid of FP. Those people only, had 5 or 6 children.

(12). It is better to have more children. People want more children to fight with neighbours. So they have more children.

 (7). Getting more children to fight was the main reason before 20 years. But now it is not like that.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility.

(2). People think, “If there are more children, they can’t earn property. They cannot build a house, so they should have only two children”. 

      This is because they are married at 19 years and got operated at 21 years.

(10). People consider practical things. They send their children to school. So they want their children to become an officer, and make the children to develop. So they stop with two children.

(13). If there are two, we can develop their life. It 4 are there all the 4 are not studying, that’s all. If two are there we can educate them.

(10). We can grow them in controlled and decent manner.

(3). In many families, 3 children are studying. My wife does not know even to sign.
(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(10). Girls can not go to a shop alone in 20 years. It was like that before 10 years. If boys, they can go out and come back at 50 or 60 years.

(12). Boys can go out like Madras or Bangalore. They can go and come back.

(13). Earlier, boy’s family used to give to girl’s family. Now boys’ family wants to get from girl’s family. So, if 4, 5 daughters are there, it is difficult. Better to have one or two males. We can earn something. We can get dowry. Now, boys without anything, ask for two wheelers. He is not educated or working in a bank. But he asks for a two wheeler (scooter or motor cycle).

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?


(7). Not talk in a wrong way.

(1). They talk. He does not have way to earn and feed them, but he produced so many children. Like that.


(7). That is there everywhere.


(1). They talk, “all the 4 are behaving in a bad manner”.

(13). If females are there, they may wait for male children. But after two males,   nobody waits for a female child.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children?  One or two more children?


(14). They are good. He runs a family with two children. Being a parent to 4 children, we are not able to do anything like that.


(1).    He has fewer children and leads a good life, people talk like that.

(2).    He has only two children and sends them to school, like that.

(10). Some talk,” he has only one daughter and he has been investing money for her in the bank from now”.

(13). Seeing them, some changed and stopped with two children.

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(10). It is better to stop with two children.

(13). Rich people and educated want to have two children only. If they have more money also, they want to have fewer children.

(14). If one female child is born, we have to spend about Rs. 2 lakhs for her marriage. If one male is born, we should keep for him Rs. 2 lakhs. On the whole, we should have Rs.4 lakhs for two children.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.


(13). Hand operation. Now, current (electric) operation (laparatomy they mean).

(12). We do not know anything else.

(10). Two only, no other methods are known in our village.

(13). As far as we know, we do not know anything else.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?


(10). In 1980, 82 from 1965, it is there. But only 5% had gone that time.


(13). People went for FP adoption 30 years back, i.e., in 1974 itself.


(10). Now 70% are going.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)


(10). Villupuram.


(1). Villupuram.

(4). Villupuram, Thirukkovilur, care is good. No problem but after the FP, baby is born to a lady.

(10). Cost comes to Rs. 2000 or Rs. 3000.

(13). In government hospitals, Rs.150/- is given for FP.

(2). They did not give anything. We have to pay the rent for bed.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?


(4). Nurse comes and tells us.

(13). Nurse (Village Health Nurse), then CNW tells us. Then we discuss with husband and with his parents.     

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(3). They advice for 3 children, thinking that one or two would die in the course of time. Some follow their advice.     


(10). That is if one goes (dies) also, one may be there.


(13). Some listen to their advice.


(10). It is happening among 60%.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.


(10). It is happening among 40% indirectly.

(13). Now it is less.

(9). Less only.


(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?


(13). We do not know about traditional FP methods.         

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?


(8). No, no.


(4). Birth of a boy baby or girl baby is not celebrated.

(13). It is happy, if it is a male. If female, they show happiness outside, but inside, they may not be happy. I gave chocolates to all, when I got first female baby; but not with full satisfaction.     

(10). When I got my first female baby, I was very happy. Second was male. Today is his birth day. Both are treated equally.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(13). In our village, nobody has gone for that.

(10). Nobody from our village had gone for that. We do not have that habit.

(b1)Female infanticide


(13). No it is not there.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(13). Our ancestors did like that. If a female studies, after 18 or 19 years of age, it will go to other family. Then what is the use? Is she going to earn for us? If male studies, he will give for us. Whatever education we give to female, she will not earn and give to us. Therefore, better to educate her to an extent that just to go out and read on her own. That is all.

(10). People think, “It is enough for females up to 10th standard”.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(13). Females can help for 2 or 3 years. As for as they can, from 15 years to 18 years. Until, they get married, daughters help. Males help till the end.

(10). Definitely, males only (will help).

(13). If cultivation, he works since the age of 10 years with his father. Generally, before going to school (morning), he goes and works. Even if he is not educated, he works (helps in cultivation). Females go after 18 years. Males only help their father and do for their family.
7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(1). If money is there we can educate. If money is not there, we can educate them to a certain extent and get married.

(3). Up to 15 years we can educate them.

(13). Education is according to the economic condition. If money is there after higher secondary, we can send them for degree course. Poor people want to stop with 10th standard.

(12). My daughter failed in 10th standard. I have no money to educate after that. So I did not educate her.

(13). In these years, in our village, 13 have studied 10th standard. Only two are going for further studies. Others are at home. All of them are girls.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?


(12). They are ready.


(4). They hesitate because of poverty.

(13). Because of poverty, they are not sent to school. Because of poverty only, out of 13, only two go to school, poverty is reason.

      (3). Mainly, bus facility is not there.

(13). In our village, so far, only one completed degree. 2nd person stopped in middle. Particularly, only 4 have completed.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(12). After education, they may go for work, earn and give it to us. We can live with that.

(7). According to the present situation, nobody is holding a job. Even educated did not get jobs.

(13). Nobody educates their children in anticipation of expecting a government job. If you take this village, other than the SC colony, two are in government jobs.

 (d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(13). Not to girls, but it is given for boys.

(7).   Wet land, dry land all.

(13). Both immovable and movable properties are given.

(7).   Wet lands, motor whatever is there, it is divided into two, if there are two sons. 

(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?


(13). During their last days, they are expecting

(4). When they are not able to manage, they expect.

(5). When they are not able, they expect.

(13). When they are not able do any work in their fag end of life, they expect. For going to hospital, for food, for transportation, for all they expect from children. Children are also helping them in all aspects.

(5).   All help is expected.     

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(10). 95% are expecting. The very next day after marriage, daughter-in-law wants to go separately.

(13). For one or two years only, they will live together. After two years, they will live separately. Even if it is only son, they go separately. They want to live with male children only.

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(13). Definitely, they are expecting. Rich people want to educate and send their children to a job. They do not want their children to do cultivation. But poor people want their children to be with them.

      (4).    Definitely, they do.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?


(12). It is high.


(10). 20 percent has reduced.


(13). 50 percent has reduced.     


(15). That time, 10 children were there in a family.

(13). 10-12 at that time, of which half might have died. But so many children (use to born) were at that time; but now, not to that level. Now, almost it is reduced to 50% of the earlier level. 

(5).   Now not so many 3, 4 in a family.

(13). Even 3, 4 is, if females are born, it goes to 3 or 4. If the first one is son, they stop with two.

(2).   Now some stop with only one. 

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?


(13). Illiterates only.

(5). Illiterates only. That too, if females are born, and males are not there, they go for more children. Because of preference to male children, they go for more children.     

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(10). Even educated people have more children.

(13). Nobody had gone up to 7 or 8 children, but some have 6 or 7 like that. That time, nothing to say. It has to stop on its own. If 5 or 6 born, it stops on its own only. Without awareness, they would have got 6 or 7 children. But all would have died, and one or two may be alive.

(5). Not rich people. Those who had awareness stopped. 

(3). In 1974, some confidently went for FP, they were aware. In 1974-75, they had undergone operation.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(13). In India, Muslims want to have more children. I heard of that. Then it is high in Odhiyathur. 

(2).   Odhiyathur, Keelvalai

(12). Odhiyathur, Kandachipuram, Doraipoondy, it is high.

(13). As far as I know, still Muslims people have 5-6 children.    

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?


(12). It is low among gounders.

      (13). Reddiars (agricultural and business community), they stop with one or two children, earlier itself.


(2).   In our village, Reddiars are not there. In Karanai, Peruchanur, they are there.

(13). In our village, they are not there. They are in Karanai. They stop with one or two children. Earlier itself, they stopped with one or two children.

      (12). Christians.

(13). Not Christians. In our village, Christians are there. They do not stop with one or two. One man has 12 children.

(5). All 12 children are alive.

(13). We cannot say that they have less children. Since a long time, they have 6 or 8 or 12 children. 

(12). They want more children, if one child is not giving food, another will give.

(13). They do not have unmovable property. But they only have more children. Those who do not have property, land, have more children, because we earn and eat, like those other children also do. I do not know whether they are in that kind of thinking that those who do not have standing asset (immovable property) have more children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(5). Many learnt. If they go to town, they see that they have one child or two children. So they think that it is good. They learnt that they should be like that (to have fewer children).

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(13). Yes. If one or two (children) are there, we can develop their life. In another ten years, that trend will change. This village, will become like that, because now itself people think like that one or two are enough. Many used to talk like that. Even with two daughters, some stop (i.e., without a male child). Earlier, people wanted more children. Even after 3 daughters, they wanted a son.
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Table A. 10

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.     Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.           Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Arikrishnan 
	45
	7
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	2
	Ramanujam
	60
	2
	1
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	6
	4

	3
	Ranganathan
	57
	IL
	8
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	2
	2

	4
	Govindasamy
	57
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	5
	Ganesan
	40
	2
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	6
	5

	6
	Arumugam
	47
	IL
	IL
	St. Ct.
	St. Ct.
	HUT
	2
	2

	7
	Vasudevan
	58
	8
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	6
	6

	8
	Murugesan
	44
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	7
	3

	9
	Elumalai
	42
	10
	IL
	Po. Ma.
	CUL
	BWTR
	3
	3


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agricultural Labourer; 

         St. Cu. = Stone Cutter; Po. Ma. = Post Master;   MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; 

          BWTR = Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(4). Our village has developed well before Melvalai village (Panchayat Village) has developed. Population is more economic condition is also good.

(8). Developed in all the aspects.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

(5). Economic condition is very bad.

(4). Economic condition is bad. Because of no rain, pond has no water and the cultivation is affected and population is more.

(2). Economic condition is bad.

(3). Bad.

(c) Agriculture?

(4). Agriculture is affected to a certain extent.

(8). Because of no rain, agriculture is less.

(5). Sometimes we get profit and sometimes loss. Dry lands are more, wet lands are less. In dry lands, in the winter season, we seed groundnut, if no rains, it will be a loss.

(4). Main plantations are, Ulundu, Groundnut, Karamani and Sunflower. But these are affected by nature. Then, paddy, kambu (Pearl Millet) are also there. That is also affected by the nature.

(d) Housing conditions?

(5). Housing conditions have not changed much. 

(4). Rich people built concrete houses and tiled houses. Poor people are still living in huts only.

(5). Still some people are in huts only. Cultivators get money as debts and built houses. Nobody has cash in hands, or in banks and all. Not changed much.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

(5). No change. It is like that as before.

(4). Earlier, in ration shops rice was sold for Rs. 3.50 now it is Rs. 6 per kg. People eat that rice only. Now this village has become very bad.

(5). We eat ration rice and then, liquid food (kool). We would be able to take liquid food two times in a day and we eat food made or rice only one time in a day. We don’t know and eat coffee, tiffin (breakfast), etc.  

(e1)  Drinking water

(8). We were drinking pond water. Now tank is built, river water is also coming. It comes in alternative days or once in 3 days. 

(7). We cannot say it is permanent.

(9). River water comes, that is all.

(8). River water comes.

(9). Where river water comes daily?

(5). It comes once in 3 days, once in 4 days. In between, pipes may burst. Now it comes once in two days. Whether it goes to Gingi or not, problem comes and goes for us. 

(f) Schooling?
(4). School is at Melvalai. It is for Melvalai people only.

(8). It is not in our control. That is Christian management.

(3). No government school. It is in this Panchayat, but not in Oduvankuppam.

(2). It is there in the colony (SC settlement).

(4). In SC, it is Christian management.

(9). Management is with the priest.

(8). It is maintained from the funds received from abroad. We cannot ask (demand) anything. In SC colony too, the school is meant for Christians mainly. Tamilians are not taken care well in providing school. I can tell you only this one.

(g) Clothing?       

(3). No complaint in that.

(1). Changes are there in dressing pattern.

(4). Since 1971, changes are taking place in this village. Earlier, they wear cotton sarees and now, mostly modern sarees (silk, full-viol, half-viol, shiffon, etc).

(9). Changes are there.

(h) Health facilities?

(1). To a certain extent, change is there 

(4). Nearby village has the facility. No hospital facility at Oduvankuppam.

(5). We have to walk 3 to 4 kms. to go for hospital. To Mugaiyur, it is 4 kms.

(4). If some illness, we have to go to Kandachipuram (5 kms). No medical facility is available in this village.

(8). No way to hospital facility and all.

(i) Transport facilities?

(5). Morning 8 O’ clock one TKT (private bus) comes. Then one corporation bus comes (at 8.30 a.m.). But no trips in the noon, especially after 10 O’ clock.  In the evening at 5 or 5.30, it comes from Peruchanur. Transportation is very difficult.


(9). Bus facility is less. It is available, daily morning at 8.30 and then evening at 5.30.

            (1, 2, 4, 5). On the whole, transportation facility is very less.

(j) Entertainment?

(8). What entertainment? We are facing difficulties in working at hills.

(9). One is a stone cutter, another one is a wood cutter, another one is herding a cattle like that only. Nobody gets government salary. Then where is the entertainment.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES

Please tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(3). They are facing difficulty

(9). They face difficulty

(4). Now they are free. Now women have developed than 30 years before. Modernization has come. They go out and come.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(4). No change, they are affectionate.

(9). They listen to our words

(2). In our family they listen to our words.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(4). They are seeing affectionately.

(2). Our children will take care of us.

(9). Though they work for daily wages, they care us well.

(4). They take care of their father and mother well.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(4). I went to a government office. Their approach was not good.

What way?

(4). For all things, they bribe. Because of some reasons, they insult us and use bad words. I am poor. I am giving a complaint to an official that, he has beaten me. That SI told me, “Go out from here”. One government official has that kind of mentality. Government staff did not have good approach.

3. MARRIAGE

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age 

(4). After 18 or 19 years only marriages take place. It is true for all girls in our village.

      (a1) People tell that marriages are performed immediately after puberty

(4). No. nothing like that, we are seeing now. 

(9). Not like that.

(4). No. Marriages of girls are taking place at least by 13 years of age in SC colony. Here (main village) at 18 or 19 years only marriages are performed. This is true.

      (a2)  Whether schooling is stopped because of marriage?


(4). No


(3). No


(4). In our village, it is not there.

(8). In our village, nobody studied till 10th standard. They fail at 8th standard or 9th standard itself, not even up to 10th standard.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(4). Caste is seen.

(2). In the same caste, same kulam (clan)

(9). Not considering property, even education is not considered

(4). Education is not looked into. 

(5). Occupation: whether cultivator or not.

(9). In agriculture, whether she/he is able to do work in the hot sun. Whether he looks after the agriculture, he drinks or not, whether he is able to earn one kg. of rice per day or not; that much is only considered.

(4). Not considering the education and all. Where people are seeing for a groom who is able to cultivate? If one is rich, then give the bride in marriage immediately. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(4). It is ok. Now it is raised.

(9). Now it is more only.

(2). In our village, sister’s daughter, uncle’s son, brother-in-law like that this tradition is there.

(5). It comes for three generations.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(4). 5 sovereigns of gold is given, 1 sovereign is given to son-in-law and other things. 

(2). In our village 2 or 3 sovereigns only given as dowry at the time of marriage.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN

(a) Actual number of children 

(4). 4 or 3 or 2 children only. In some houses 6 children also are there.

(5). 90 percent of the families have 6 or 8 children and the rest 10 percent have 2 or 3 children only. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(5). 1 male and 1 female is better for a family.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.
(5). Not much diseases in our villages. Diseases are less.

(4). In the last 15 years, no disease in our village. Generally, now-a-days, children are not suffering from any disease. Mortality is also less. No small pox or like that in this village.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(4). It should not be god’s gift. It should be our gift only; that is one male and one female. That is good for the family. More than that is waste.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

     High fertility 

(5). First a female was born and then a male was born. But later male died. Then after three female children, one male is born.

(9). If more children are there, development will be there. Male child will say our name. To enlighten the family, one son should be there, like that people think and thereby more children

(5). Nowadays it is there. It has come not to have more than two children.

(4). Law was there that time, but nobody followed. First, Gents were cut (vasectomy). It was not there for ladies 20 years back, to my knowledge gents only had vasectomy I know. Then it was done for ladies. Now hand operation (tubectomy), machine (laparotomy) and all. In 1971, I had gone for sterilization.

(2). If more children are there, one or the other child will earn and take care of the parents. So it is better to have more children. If elder child does not take care, younger one will take care like that they have more children. If one is there, when it (child) goes to some place, it may meet with an accident or something else may happen. So if one goes, another will be there. They think like that and have more children.

(5). If one goes (dies), another will be there. So they want to have more children.

     Low fertility- 

(5). They think, “We are not able to earn and feel them”, so better to have one male and female child.


(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(4). If male child, they caress and sing lullaby. If female child, they curse it. 


(9). It goes to others. 

(4). According to me, girls should be given respect. When we have difficulty, boys do not care. If female child, she will at least cry when we die. She will give water. So better to have female child, males are waste.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

      Higher fertility- 

(5). They ask whether you have son to perform the funeral pyre. We do not have anybody for our funeral pyre. This is the reason for more children 

Lower fertility- 

(4). If one male and female are there people tell, it is good, he has boy to perform funeral pyre. They get marry their daughter also in a good manner.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(4). When we become rich, we would reduce the number of children.

(5). Will be reduced. It will reduce not raise.

(4). It would be less.

(5). What to do with money? We want an heir.

5. FAMILY PLANNING

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(4). Yes, as I know, before 15 years, they cut for gents (vasectomy). Then when development came, it was for ladies (tubectomy). Earlier, after operation, they put stitches. Now it is done in machine (laparotomy).

(9). Laparotomy and tubectomy - these are the major F.P. methods used by the people of our village.

(4). Laparotomy, tubectomy, and tablets are taken. Collector’s wife or MLA’s wife may take. Not in this village.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(4). In Tamil Nadu, since 1971, it has become popular.

(9). Yes. In our village also

(4). In 1971, one nurse from Thiruvannamalai took us. We gave money to them and went for operation. Like that my wife got sterilized.

(5). Targets of sterilization cases were allotted to the staffs in Balwadi and schools, and asked them to achieve it within the stipulated time. For example, for Aya, it is three cases, for secretary, it is many cases, like that. 

(4). My wife and one person from Kandachipuram. In this district only two, my wife was the first one. 

(5). It got popularity in 1988-89.  Gents were the first one to go for FP

(9). In 80-85, it has become popular

(4). In 1971, FP was started.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude).

(5). Thirukkovilur, Villupuram- government hospital. They care very well. But many are afraid that they may get neck pain.

(9). We are in agriculture.

(4). They think that they cannot work in the farms after sterilization.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?
(5). They go with hesitation only. Ladies do not discuss with us. My wife had gone without discussing me.

(2). They ask father and mother.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(9). As far as our village is concerned, it is followed.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(9). 10 years before, VAO, Balvadi teachers, Ayah were used to tell.

(4). 2 kg. of red gram dhal is given for one person.

(5). That time Government staff should get cases for FP, so they gave money and   took the villagers.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.
(2). It is happening, we do not know.

(9). Now it has been reduced.

(3). Reduced, reduced than earlier. Now nobody performs.
(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(8). No, No. it was there before 20 years several methods we should not tell.

(4). Stem of Katralai (a plant).

(5). Soup made out of dry ginger

(9). It was there, now it is less.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(8). It is according to the place. In some places, there would be 3 females, that time if they get a boy baby they will be happy. In some families, no girl baby would be there. They expect a girl baby and thinking of going for operation after that.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(4). Nothing like that

(9). Now that kind of thing has come.

(5). Now only T.V. and Camera (sonography). Not in the early days.

(8). Now they check up and see. Not going for abortion and all.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?
(9). Yes. It is like that, boys are educated, whereas girls are not. In other things, no differential treatment between girls and boys. 

(5). In all the ways, it is less. Males are given better care.

      (8). If male chid, it will earn and look after us. Whether girls are going to see us?

(4). If male child, he will be there for my funeral pyre. So people are affectionate with males. Girls go to other family? Then why to care them?

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?
(4). Male child only helps.

(9). In some families, girls also help, boys also do.

(4). Male child will earn and give food for us in the last days. He will perform

       religious ceremony. 

      (8). In some families, at the age of 16 itself, children start earning.


(5). Nowadays, people start earning only after 25 years.


(4). At 20 years, people start earning.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(9). It is better to study till 25 years of age.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(5). Some are there

(8). Some were not ready to spend and stopped the education.

(5). Rich people educate their children.

      (b1) Male child or female child?


(5). Both are educated


(9). Both children are educated

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(4). Doctor, teacher, an engineer like that people want to educate their children

(5). Engineer.

(9). They educate to become a conductor.

(8). In nearby village, lawyers are there. We also want lawyer or teacher for our village. No teacher from our village. No graduate in this village. 

     (4). No government staff in our village except one or two.  

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc?)
(8). Yes. Property is divided equally among sons.

(4). After marriage, to help their children, they divide the property and give.

(9). 10 years before it was not there giving to female child. Now it is there.

(5). Not given to females

(8). Not to females

(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(4). Then what? It is expected at the right age.

(5). Some are expecting.

(9). Only for food, they expect from their children.

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?
(9). They want to live together. If 5 or 6 are there they divide and give. They want to live with female children.

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?
(4). It is true. Now he is ploughing or doing some work, that time, their children help them. They expect from male child only. 

(5). From males only.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?
(4). It is more yes

(5). It is more

(4). It is more than earlier.
(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(4). Nobody in our village.

(c) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(5). How can I tell for India.

(9). In Tamil Nadu, MBC only.

(d) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(8). Muslims have less number of children now. Children much less in number among Brahmins and among Forward Castes like Mudhaliars, Reddiars, etc. 

(9). Less among Mudhaliars.

(e) Are these people influencing villagers?

(9). Yes, yes. Why did not they learn? They learnt a lot. After 1995, their influence is more and thereby, the fertility is less in this village.

(f) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?
(9). In some families, that kind of thinking is there. They think that one male and one female are enough.
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Table A. 11

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl.

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling

(in No. of years)

Parti.        Spouse
	Occupation

Parti.       Spouse
	Type 

of

House
	No. of Children

Ever        Living

Born

	1
	Selvi
	29
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	4
	4

	2
	Mahalakshmi
	32
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	3
	Unnamalai
	22
	8
	10
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	4
	Amsavalli
	25
	7
	5
	HW
	St. Cu.
	HUT
	2
	2

	5
	Alamelu
	23
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	2
	2

	6
	Banumathi
	25
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	2
	2

	7
	Vimala
	22
	IL
	10
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	8
	Vengaiammal
	21
	7
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	0
	0

	9
	Aswini
	20
	IL
	8
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	10
	Parvathi
	22
	8
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	11
	Annakili
	21
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	12
	Jayanthi
	26
	10
	12
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	2
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL = Illiterate; HW = House Wife; CUL = Cultivation; 

          St. Cu. = Stone Cutting. 

1.  CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(10). It has developed. It has developed compared to earlier.

(2). Earlier, water (drinking) was not there, now water is there. Now the water facility is reducing.  Roads have been laid in other villages, but not in our village.

(7). Roads have been laid with small cut stones and mud.

(10). No frequent bus facility in our village.

(5). We have to go to Melvalai for bus facility.

(10). 10 years back only two buses were plying. Now also, only two buses are plying. If a lady gets labour pain suddenly, we do not have facility to go to hospital immediately. We have to go to Melvalai. By that time, woman’s life may go off (die) or they die after going to hospital.

(b) Economic conditions?

(1). It has been reducing day by day.

(7). It is reducing day by day. No rains. Everything got dried. No paddy cultivation. 

       How can we eat? It is less day by day. Agricultural plantation is less.

(1). It is worse now. We have to go outer places (outside the village). If we go to nearby towns only, people like me can survive.

(7). People like me have to go out (of the village) and cut stones.

(5). In December–January, we all go to Chennai.

(7). To cut stones.

(1). We work in ponds. We carry brick stones.

(9). We carry stones and mix concrete for buildings.

(5). We work there for about 6 months.

(2). We come for Deepavali or Pongal.

(c) Agriculture?

(2). No development in agriculture. As the sky goes dry, we do not even get half sack of Kambu (pearl millet).

(7). For water, you are seeing, know? People are allowed not to take more than 2 pots of water. Then, how can we do agriculture.

(5). Earlier, there used to be rains. Now it dries. What agriculture can we do?

(7). Earlier people reaped Cholam (sorghum), Thuvarai (Red Gram), and paddy. All crops grew well. In the past 3 years, nothing is there. Godown rice, big rice (ration rice) only used for food in all the houses.

(10). No, Rs.3 rice has been raised to Rs.6.

(7). Big rice only. 1Kg rice, we buy for Rs.14.

(2). If we eat that big rice, stomach burns. If we give to children, it is not digested. Then we have to take them to hospital. We have to go Melvalai and get the bus.

(d) Housing conditions?

(5). Rich people have good houses. We are poor people.

(1). Where has it changed?

(7). All are living in huts only.

(11). All are in huts only. After some people went to Chennai, there is some development.  Nothing has developed due to agriculture.

(2). Since people had gone out (for work and earn money), people build houses and buy lands. If they are in this village itself, the housing conditions might have become worst day by day.

(e) Food?

(5). If we earn, we can eat tasty food; if we do not earn, how can we eat? Those who earn buy good rice and eat. Those who are not earning cannot even get rice, which costs Rs. 6/- per kg. 

(e1) Drinking Water?

(7). Earlier, we drank pond water. Now it has also been changed. Now, there is supply of river water, we get 2 pots of water. We used to go to pond water. Now, it has become like starch.  We filter it two, three times. In that, insects and worms are there.

(2). Even this protected water (river) also smells bad, if we keep it for two days. 

(7). River water has fungus and frogs are in that.

when we were young , we all reported to the district collector when he came here that we donot get drinking water.  Immediately, within 15 days, he sanctioned order to dig well for drinking water.  Now that well has no water.  Now the drinking water comes from some other village, but through pipes.
(f) Health facilities?

(10). We do not have any health facility in this village.

(7). Nothing is there. We have to go to Kandachipuram.

(2). One nurse (Village Health Nurse, VHN) comes from Government PHC. She is not visiting this village properly now-a-days. Even if she comes, she does not take care of the people properly. She comes and simply sits in Anganwadi center.

(7). She refused to give immunization to my son. Complaint should be given on her.

(2). No government doctor for our village. They are there for all other villages, but not there for our village.

(10). Rarely people come from government. If they come also, they do not take care at all.  

(9). If she comes also, she takes care of one child and leaves the other.

(11). That also immunization only; nothing else. They do not even give tablets for headache.

(g) Clothing?

(7). Now, people wear clean and neat dresses.

(2). Those who run and work, wear good clothes. People like me (poor) wear old ones.

(h) Schooling?

(7). One in Panchayat only, it is in Melvalai.

(2). In colony (SC settlement), it is there. Not for us. It is not here. We have to go to Melvalai or colony. The school facility which SC settlement has is not for us.

(1). Otherwise, we have to go to Kandachipuram.

(10). It is there up to 5th standard only.

(2). After that, Kandachipuram only. Younger children go by walk or running. 

       Then, they get tired and go to bed.

(7). If they are not able to walk, they discontinue schooling.

(i) Transport facilities?

(1). Transportation facility is less.

(2). Transportation facility is less only.

(j) Entertainment?

(1). No entertainment and all. Mostly people will go to agricultural farms only.

(2). If no work, we sit at home. We have to go to Chennai for livelihood.

(10). One or two may call for farm work; otherwise we sit at home only.

(2). Go to farms, take care of cows and sheep and come back. One or two have flocks of sheep, they go alone to rear them and come back.

(11). For me, not even that. I sit at home only.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES: In which aspects?)

(5). Rich people go out, poor people cannot go.

(2). There is control at home. They ask “Where did you go, and for what did you go?”

(10). There is control. We can’t go as we wish.

(2). Even if we want to go out, we will go with somebody only. Otherwise, we cannot go. Even to Chennai also, we can go with someone only.

(5). They do not leave us freely.

(1). They do not.

(2). I came here before 7 years. I am facing lot of problems.

(7). We cannot even cross the doorsteps. We should not come in front.

 (b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(1). Whether children are like as before?

(11). Now violence is more. They do not see whether we are their father and mother.

(2). Fights are more. Even small children talk bad words. Even girls do not respect. 

      They oppose us and ask “Do I work for you?”

(7). They tell us that they beat us and order us not to talk.

(2). If we ask girl children to get water to drink, they oppose us. If we ask them that this age they study 8th standard, they oppose us. If we tell them to do some work, they tell, “Shut up, you go and work”. In our village it is happening like that.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(7). They take care.

(11). Some take care.

(1). Some take care, in some families, they do not 

(8). They take care safely.

(2). Some take care and some do not.

(7). That’s what, I told know? They tell that they beat parents.

(10). Keep quiet.  All are not like that.

(2). Sometimes, they take care very well and sometimes they do not.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?

(2). They do not do good things for us.

(1). So far, they have not done anything for us. Government did not even give water for us.

(10). We asked them to provide water facility. They provided mini motor for us. But we did not get water. Then they provided a tank. We do not get water.

(5). Water supply will be there for two days and then it does not come. Even that water supply is not regular. If it comes properly, that is enough for us.

(2). Because this water does not come, we asked for another project for water. For that they provided to colony and the village together.

(10). Water is tasteless.

(7). Water has no taste.

(8). Our village is in very bad condition.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(2). Girls are married soon after puberty in our village.

(7). Around15 years itself, some elope.

(2). Marriages are done at lower ages. Law should be enacted not to perform marriages before age 22.

(10). Even if the law is enacted, they do not follow it. 

(2). If marriages are not done at early ages, they elope. Boys without even the moustache (indication of very young age) marry.

(8). No discontinuation of studies due to marriage. Those who study are sent to school.  If they do not study, they get marry.

(5). Whether we can marry by stopping from school?

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(2). All things are looked into. 

(7). All things. Property and caste are taken care of. We see housing and land.

(2). Education is considered.

(10). Don’t ask about education in our village. There is no education in our village.  Educated people do not get jobs.

(c) How frequent are the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(2). It is there. It is more. Now, it is more than earlier.

(6). Now it is more.

(2). Now, people see within relatives and marry.

(11). Among relatives also, outside also.

(10). Rich people see outside. Poor people see among relatives because they cannot    

         afford gold as dowry.

(11). In our village, they marry among relatives and live just like that.

(7). See this girl, that girl, that girl, and that one (indicating the women participating the FGD) all are from this village only. 

(10). All are from this village only. We three are from outside village.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(12). 5 sovereigns, not more than that. Giving 5 sovereigns of gold itself is more.  

(2). Only two sovereigns for me.

(12). That’s why you married a relative because your family cannot give dowry. Other marriage expenses are spent by bride’s family.

(7). All by bride’s family.

(9). Jewellery and other household items are by bridegroom’s family.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(12). 5 children are there, 2 children are also there.

(2). Three also are there. Many families have 5-6 children.

(10). In her family 6 children, mostly 5-6 are there.

(2). 3 daughters for them, 3 daughters for me.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(2). Better to have 2 children.

(12). Better to have 2 children.

(2). We think it is better to have 2 or 3 children.

(7). It is better to have male children. It is drought everywhere for the past 3 years. What dowry can we give? So, people prefer sons. So they go for sterilization after sons. She has 6 daughters, what to do? What property can we sell and give dowry for them.

(12). You are in town, so you are able to live on. But we are unable to survive, unless we go to Chennai side. So people have more children. If they grow, they can earn more.

(7). At least he will do agricultural work and earn for us.

(12). If one does not earn and give, another one will earn and give. In this village, what can we do?

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(12). It is more

(2). Fever, headache, etc. are more. Child mortality is less. It does not die. I feel very bad. We opted for son and now we have 3 daughters. If it is a male, he can go somewhere and live.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(12). It is our wish to have two children. Better to have two children. One should be male and another should be female. Better to have two. But we are not able to send them to school that much.

(2). In families, where two are there, one elopes. But in those families, where 4 or 5 are there, they are not going (doing) like that.

(6). They are just like that.

(e1) Reasons for high fertility.

(12). Poverty. If one does not earn, another will.

(2). If they go out of the village to places like Chennai, they earn money for them.

(11). People go to Bangalore, Bombay, Chennai or Andhra. Like that sons have to go out.

(7). If one son is there, people fear of sending him outside. If one male or one female is there, people fear like that. So if two more are there, they are not afraid of sending them out.

(3). If 3 are there, they can be sent out.

(e2) Reasons for low fertility.

(12). They are in slightly better economic condition, nothing else. Those who have lands etc. have two children. They do cultivation in that and live.  Sometime, if there are 5 children in a family, they are not economically well off. One child has to go out and earn. There is no other way in that family. It is like that

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(12). Males give water (support till the end of life) till the end.

(2). If males, people talk prestigiously. If females, they talk differently. They talk about me differently.

(12). If females, they are sent to other families. If male children, they go out, earn and give food to us during the older ages.

(7). It is there. Some drink and if the parents get bedridden or died they put soil on us.  That’s all.

(2). That’s why, males are respected. If females, people think, it is less prestigious.

(7). That’s why, people want sons.

(2). People with male children, are slightly better and with females have poor economic condition.

(g) How are people with higher fertility considered?

(11). Oh! They have so many children.

(12). She has so many children.

(2). All talk in a different manner. Now, we 14 are together. 4 brothers and I live together. People yell on us. If one or two are there, people ask how much food can we make, when I went for agricultural work, one person asked me “In your family, household work used to be more, how you two came to agricultural work?”  I used to be at home always. I can’t go for work and all. How can I live?

(g) How are people with lower fertility considered?

(2). Good. They have one male child and one female child and live happily.

(12). If five are there, people tell, “How they are going to marry all, while sky gets dried, pond is not filled. How they are going to manage 5 children. Better to have two. If two are there, people can look after with the agricultural production, whether it is feeding or schooling.”

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(12). We have two only. No such imagination even in dreams. Not much. If we get at least to feed the family, it is good. For the past 5 years, no agricultural production, so very difficult to nourish. 

(2). Pond is not filled since 4-5 years. Pond should get filled-up so as to cultivate.

(12). See, in the ration shop, Rs.3.50. rice, now sold for Rs.6. Even if we get 10 kgs of rice, we are not able to buy and eat. We have so much difficulty. One kg. of sugar coasts Rs.16.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(12). Nurse comes and tells us to go for operation. After 2 children we go.

(1). They would tell us.

(2). I have heard that after 40 days, current operation (Laparatomy) can be done.

(12). As soon as the child is born, they call us.

(10). Laparatomy.

(12). No other methods are known.

(7). Other methods are not known.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(12). During the last 10 years, it is there. Not before that.

(1). May be since 20 years.

(2). For the past 10 years. More than 10 years, may be 20 years.

(6). Not 20 years and all.

(2). May be for the last 8 years.

(12). That’s what I am telling, for the past 10 years only, in this village. Not more than that.

(2). In those days, people did not know what is operation in this village.

(12). That time, only males had gone. It was more. Now only, in the past 10 years, it is done for females.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(12). We should go to Thirukkovilur.

(10). We have to go to Thirukkovilur or Villupuram.

(12). If we go for operation, we should give money (bribe), then only they take care of us. If we do not give that Rs.10/- they treat us very bad and put the injection harshly. It pains like anything.

(11). No proper cleanliness. They do not even give tablets properly.

(2). If we go for back pain, they ask us, “Why have you come so far? Can’t you take treatment nearby? How have you come here?

(1). They ask us “Where are you from?  “If we tell that we are from Kandachipuram, they scold us”. “Don’t you have hospital there? You stand like that”.

(10). With pains we have to get words like “Don’t you know, when you get pregnant? Don’t you know when you sleep with your husband?”

(12). Generally, they ask us why had we gone there.

(2). So we want a Government Hospital and School in the village. See that if our children are not well, they can be taken to health facility any time within the village. 

(12). No proper care. They ask us. “Why have you come here? Build a hospital in your village”.  They question us even to give tablets and medicine. If anybody goes from this village, they ask us, “Why have you come here?”

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(12). We talk at home only.

(2). We talk at home. After discussing at home, we go and tell nurse that we are going for sterilization in such and such month and date. They take us there.

(12). If we tell nurse, she takes us.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(5). They advise, we think of stopping with two. They tell us to have three children.

(12). They advise.

(10). If females (children) are there, they tell us to wait for a male child. If male child is there, they tell us to wait for a female child also.

(12). Some listen their advise.

(10). Their advise is listened.

(12). In that also, some with courage go for family planning and do it.

(11). Is it possible to go beyond their word?

(12). We can go beyond. They do not allow us inside home.

(2). If we go, they ask for husband’s signature.

(1). Now nothing is needed. I went alone with my mother.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(12). Nurse only. Nurse comes once in two months and arranges for meetings and advises us, “Why didn’t you go for sterilization after two children? Why do you have so many children? It is enough. It is enough if you provide better education and occupation to them.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(12). That is more.

(1). Now, it is more.

(12). It is more in our village.

(1). It is more now than in the past.

(12). People think if we go for operation, we lose strength. People ask, “Why do you go now? Why do you go now?”  So it will be delayed and go for sterilization at the age of 30.

(5). For some, if they get pregnant, uterus does not bear the weight or foetus may not have growth.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(12). We do not know much about them. There are persons in our village who had 12 children.

(1). There are persons who had 12 children.

(2). There are persons with one dozen children.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(12). People get extra happiness.

(1). It (means male baby) earns and feeds us. What else.

(12). He will earn and feed us. Females go to an other house, who has one lakh rupees.  If it is a male child, even if we hate, it gives water till the end of our life. We do not know whether he beats or takes care.

(2). But, in this village, having sons is a prestigious thing. Females are considered to be less prestigious.

(9). People do not think that he only beats. They want them.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(2). It is more.

(1). It is more. They go for scanning (sonography). They count the days to go for scanning.

(12). They undergo sonography. They see whether it is male or female. If male, they return home. If female, they undergo abortion.

(10). Since 2 months, there are no facilities for scanning.

(12). If we go, they do sonography. If we sit at home, how can they do?

(9). If we give more money, even now sonography is done.

(b1) female infanticide

(12). That is not there.

(1). After birth, they do not do all that.

(12). After birth, they do not do. Somehow they rear the child.

(2). Now I am telling that I have 6 daughters, had I killed these? We will tell ourselves, “It has born what can be done? Let it be there”. Even if they are not well, they are taken to hospital and give treatment, but do not neglect.

(12). If it dies naturally, also, people tell that she killed the baby because it was female.  They tell like that only.  But to my knowledge, nobody kills the female babies in this village.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(12). It is there.

(10). It is there like that.

(12). If females, they are sent to government school in this village. If males, they are sent to convents (English Medium schools, mostly run by private managements).

(2). They sent males in a decent way.

(10). No facilities for that, i. e., to educate children.

(2). In our village, all facilities are given to colony only.

(12). There is a proverb “Eat for two days as you wish”, like that, “children are sent to convent for two days and stopped”.

(2). Not able to get them educated to that level (means at least up to undergraduate degree level).

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?
(12). Both should do equally. Now daughters give more than son.

(2). Now females only give. Males are not giving. Earlier, people used to tell son only gives now daughters only.

(12). If we are ill, daughters only give Rs. 50/- or 100/-, thinking that our mother is suffering. 

(10). By 10 years itself, people (boys) start earning.

(12). By 10 years.

(2). Go to Chennai if you are 12 years. First work in hotels, then go for construction work or pond work.

(12). They go for hotel work at 10 years. Then if he is 15 years, he starts living in Chennai. Some go to Bangalore also.

(2). In hotel they clean leaves and tea glasses. They get Rs.5-10 and slowly, they earn more. Then, they leave the hotel and go to market.

(10). Mostly, they get food only, no wages.

(12). No wages are given, only food. It is enough for them to see movies. Females go to work as domestic servants.

(2). Females are taken and left in some houses to clean the household items and as domestic servants only.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(12). Male children should study up to 25 years of age. Females better to study till the age of 18-20 only. 

(3). We do not have money to educate to that level.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(12). They are ready to educate.

(1). We have more wish.

(2). We wish to educate them.

(12). We have the aim to educate them. But we have no facility in this village. We want to educate both males and females.

(2). For us, only daughters. We are educating them. We are expecting at least one to develop.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(10). If they study only, they can get job, without studying (education) where do they get job?

(9). Without studying, where do they get job?

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(12). Those who have, give.

(5). Those who have, give.

(12). Those who have property, divide it among children, whether they have two or four. Those who do not have property cannot give. Till the end of our life, we have to work with our own legs and hands. If anything is saved, then only it will become our property. But where is the saving for us? Whatever we earn and it is enough for feeding and health care, and thereby nothing to save.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(12). Definitely. They expect, “When this child will go out and earn something for us?”  But they do not give. But some give it to mothers and keep it safely. They tell their father that there is no work and there were heavy rains. They tell like that, and they do not give money to father for tea or food or to mothers for beetle leaves. Nobody is like that in this village.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(12). Parents want. They want to live with one son for one year and with another son for another year. But daughter-in-laws do not want to live together. Immediately after marriage, daughters–in–law tell them, “You be here, we will go and live separately in a hut?” and they start living separately. Rarely, one in 100 goes to daughter’s house, in spite of getting scold by sons”. Many stay with son even if he scolds because they do not want to get scolding from son–in–law.

(1). Some live alone.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(12). Definitely they expect. If it is 15 years, they want their sons to work in agricultural fields.

(10). They expect their sons in ploughing and other agricultural works.

(12). Even in 10 years, children go to work. If the female is from poor family, it comes to help in farms. If sons, they help father in ploughing and other agricultural works like that people expect.

(2). That too, if the pond is filled only that work also in our village. Otherwise, they go to outside places only.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 

(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(12). It is more.

(1). It is more only.

(2). It is not less, more only

(12). Without feeling, they have a dozen

(2). Then, that two, that two, like that it goes on.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(12). Not to that level.

(1). All are in same condition only

(12). Those who have lands also have same number of children only. Without lands also have same number of children? Even educated and uneducated have same number of children only. Still they are like that only.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(2). All

(12). No difference in our village. All castes have more only. All are equal

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
(12). Town people go just like that. They sit in chair. Have a pen in hands. Put the fans on. They have all. Can we think to be like them?

(2). If we go for daily wage work only, we can live.

(12). We have to carry sand and stones whole sand and stones whole day for Rs. 50/-.

(1). From morning to evening, we have to carry sand and soil for our livelihood. If we sit like them, can we live?

(e) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(12). We have that in our mind. But poor economic status did not allow us to practice. In town, both go for work. Monthly they spend Rs. 3000/- and save Rs. 7000–8000/-.  With their salary they can deposit in a bank also. They do not have any problem to educate their children. They may wish to educate the children, can we think like that we are struggling for daily food.

(2). For daily food (Kool), we use ration rice. If rains come only, we can get ponni rice (good variety of rice).

(12). In towns, they both have salary. We have to go from here to Chennai, so far and do our work

(2). That too, whether we can get work or not. We have to give bus charge.

(10). From there, many returned as dead bodies (very weak and with poor health). 

(1). A few die at places where they had gone for work. What to do? After marriage, not even six months were over, she had gone to Chennai, she got pregnant, and then she died. Not even six months are over after marriage.

(12). It happens like this at the places where they go. So, we do not want whatever the town people want. They get salary as soon as the month begins. For us, after one week, engineers have to come and give. That too, some cheats us.

(2). Sometimes, there are cheatings also. What can be done for that? 
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Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.   Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.        Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Unnamalai
	42
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	2
	Annam
	55
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	4
	4

	3
	Anandhay
	40
	IL
	IL
	St. Cu.
	St. Cu.
	HUT
	4
	4

	4
	Andal
	47
	2
	8
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	6
	6

	5
	Nagalakshmi
	40
	5
	7
	CUL
	CUL
	BWTR
	2
	2

	6
	Senthamarai
	39
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	4
	4

	7
	Puvani
	37
	IL
	IL
	St. Ct.
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	8
	Sivasakthi
	44
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	9
	Kasthuri
	38
	IL
	9
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3


Note: 
Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; St. Cu. = Stone Cutter; 

MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof.
1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(5). 23 years before, I came to this village.  Since then, this village is like this only, no change at all. 

(3). Yes, not much change in this village.

(b) Economic conditions?

(3). No improvement in economic condition. 

(2). There is no income. No one gets monthly salary.

(8). If they go, they go to Madras. Otherwise, daily we have the work of cleaning “Kambu”, which needs a lot of physical strength and energy. 

(3). If we get “Kambu”, we clean it and make flour out of it, then make it in to a gelly (Kool) and eat it. Other than that nothing is known here. Many children are there.  People fear of operation (sterilization), they feel that something may happen if they undergo operation. So they do not go for operation.

(8). Now people have changed than before.

(9). Now there are lots of changes.

(2). At first, aunty and myself had gone for operation.  After that people started going for operation.

(b) Agriculture?

(5). In agriculture,  nothing like one person reaped like 100 loaded sacks, 50 loaded sacks, 70 loaded sacks of paddy, kambu (Pearl Millet) (or ) Ragi (Finger millet). If 5 sacks were got out of what they sow, some do not get even what they spent. It is going on like this only. I am talking about these 23 years only.

(d) Housing conditions?

(5). Housing has not been changed.

(9). No change. Day-by-day housing conditions are becoming very poor.

(2). housing conditions are going to bad condition.

(8). Because of more population, less development only. Whatever was there, it is there.

(9). It is like in the past only as huts.

(5). Now houses are built. People built houses whatever they want whatever the model they want. But all the documents are with a Mudhaliar in Kandachipuram, as pledge for loans.

(8). Many are going to Madras for daily wage work.

(5). On the whole, I am talking; people think whether our village will improve or it will be like this only. If we think and see, we get fear of future in this village.

(e) Food?

(5). We eat ration rice.  Now we are not getting good quality rice.

(4). That rice itself is Rs.6/kg. Many do not have income even to buy that rice.

(2). Earlier it was Rs. 3.5/kg only. Now it has become Rs. 6.

(7). Earlier it was Rs. 70/ (for 20 kg.). Now they are rounding off to Rs. 100/-.

(5). No change in this village. We can’t tell it was like that before 10 years, now it is like that.

(e1) Drinking Water:

(5). Now drinking water is there to some extent.

(8). River water comes.

(5). If river water is not there, drinking water is not available from any other sources.  Because of that only we are living. Drinking water is supplied at least on alternative.

(f) Clothing 

(8). There is development in that.

(5). People go to Mudhaliar and get clothes worth of Rs. 100 for Rs. 150 on loan basis.  Then they tell, I got clothes for my children and they look decent. When next year we go and see, the amount will be written like Rs. 226/- instead of Rs. 126/-.

(2). The extra is interest for that.

(g) Schooling?

(5). No school is available here. It is in Kandachipuram only.

(9). Up to 5th standard only (in this village).

(5). It is also in Melvalai only. Up to 5th standard also, the children have to go to Melvalai only.

(9). Yes, school is situated in Melvalai SC colony only.

(2). Children do not want to go to school situated in SC colony in this village.

(5). No facility is available in this village. No government school is available here. This school is under the Christian mission management. In Melvalai also, the school is managed by Christian Missionary. 

(2). It (Melvalai School) was built by British people. 

(h) Health facilities?

(5). Nobody is here, people come from outside. That too, people work as pharmacists (compounders) visit this village. No MBBS doctor comes to this village

(2). Nobody is residing in this village. We have to go to Kandachipuram.

(5). One person who studied 10th or 12th standard only comes and gives treatment.

(9). Rs. 10/- for injection.

(4). Some people do not like the treatment. So they go to Villupuram or Thirukkovilur.

(5). No person who studied for doctor comes here. Homeopathy doctors come here.  No qualified doctors come and give treatment in this village.

(i) Transport facilities?

(5). No transportation facility is available for us. We have to go to Melvalai (about 3 kms.) to get a bus. To Thirukkovilur there is a bus, which comes in the morning and in the evening. Another one is TKT, which is a private bus.

(2). We don’t have facilities to go to another place.

(5). No bus facility. That is what I am telling. 75 percent of the facilities are not there in the village.

(j) Entertainment?

(8). People go to farms. That is the only entertainment.

(2). Farms only.

(8). When farm work is not there, we go to bring firewood

(5). What type house this is? (Concrete house – FGD place). People living in this house should watch TV and lead their life in a jolly way. But the thing is that this house does not have a TV.

(9). Nothing is there.

(2). Daily if we go in the morning, we come in the evening only.

(5). All are there with great difficulty only. After getting from Mudhaliar only (money lender), we would purchase TV etc. Nobody is able to buy the things (durable goods) for ready cash. In this village, only 8–10 persons are there who would not get money from Mudhaliar (as loan).

(7). No old man is there without going to Mudhaliar to get money.  No Panchayat TV is there now.  It was there earlier. After the Melvalai person has become as a Panchayat President, they took the TV to Melvalai. We do not know whether it is there or sold.

(4). Now also there is no TV and all.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(9). Nothing like that.

(8). Not wrong in that 

(9). Nothing like that, up to farm work only.

(4). No wrong in that.

(9). Nothing, let me tell you.

(10). Nothing like that (going out).

(2). Marriages are performed within the village. Then where do we go?

(5). Those who are able to go, they go. The person like me can go anywhere and come back but some may not.

(9). We won’t go.

(5). Look at their talk. They mean that those who are going out side are not good.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(5). We do not know about other families. You have to go and see in their families. Our family children listen what we say. In some families, children use bad words.  But in our family, it is not like that. They do not cross the line draw by me. It may not be like that in all the families. So we do not know about the children’s behaviour in other families.
(c)  Treatment of aged parents? 

(5). Yes, some take care of their parents very well. Some others do not.

(9). She (other respondent) does not give water to her mother-in-law.

(2). Yes, I do not give water to my mother-in-law/father-in-law, since I do not get help from them worth of even 5 paise. My daughter goes to herd the cattle since 10 years of age. I did not send her to school. When my position is like this, how can I take care of the elders? For the other two sons, they built concrete houses, they provided electricity connection to them, but we did not get anything like that. Then, why should I give food to them.

(g) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(5). It is difficult for us to say anything.

(1). What are they doing? Nothing.

(5). We do not even cross the limits of this village (not going out from this village). Even if any problem arises amongst the people of this village, we do not go beyond the limits of this village. We discuss and solve it here. People pay Rs. 50/- or 100/- as penalty to the Panchayat. Not going outside. Not going to Police Station and all, except one or two; otherwise no problem in our village.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(5). Yes, marriages take place at 16-18 years of age.

(2). Some even at 12 years of age. Marriage of girls is mostly at 17 years.

(5). Those who do not get a suitable person (as bridegroom) only wait for a long time. If they get a person, girls are married even at 13 years itself. People are not aware of the legal marriage age (act) and all.

(2). Nothing like that i.e., stopping girls from attending school and get married.

(5). Nobody goes to that level of schooling. If they go beyond schooling, they will continue the studies (rather than marriage). In our village, only 4-5 girls are like that (i.e., still they are studying). When they get married, they will be 24 or 25 years of age. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(5). Caste is looked into. We also looked into the relationship (cross-cousin or uncle-niece). We do not see property, but see that the bridegroom is capable of earning money and takes care of the family. That only we consider. Marriages are performed at 16 years itself. Education is not considered to that extent. My daughter studied up to 10th standard. I want her to study more. If all the villagers think like that it will be good.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(8). Many are doing that only. As far as our village is concerned, we do not give our daughters (in marriage) to other places; within the village only.

(5). In this village, daughter is given to one house, and the daughter–in–law is taken from other house like that only.

(8). Marrying outside the village is uncommon.

(5). Yes, not much girls from this village had gone outside (by marriage).

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(8). It is there. Whatever is possible for them? Like five sovereigns of gold, etc. 

(2). Now they are asking 10 sovereigns 15 sovereigns of gold and Rs. 20,000 as cash.  Not like rich or poor.  Everybody is asking.

(6). They ask two-wheelers also.

(5). Some families are asking like that. Some want only the girl.

(8). In the beginning they do not ask. After some years, they ask what you have brought from your parents. 

(5). Yes, some are like that also.

(2). Boy’s family only meet the other expenditures related to marriage. 

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(8). 3 or 6 are there.

(5). 5 or 6 and all were earlier. That was for older generation only. In the case of younger generation most have 2- 3 children only.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(2). Two children are ideal.

(5). Two children or at the most 3; both boys and girls.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(8). Now it is reduced. Now more hospitals are there. Earlier there were no hospitals, only “Nattu Vidhyam” (country medicine).

(1). Now people are visiting hospital even for stomach ache.

(5). Nobody lets the child to die. After the availability of English Medicine, the prevalence of child mortality is minimized. When the English medicine was not known to people, 1 or 2 children in each and every family had died.

(8). It is our fate. No medicine can be cured the disease. Whatever the medicine is given, some children die even today.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(5). Better to decide. Only two children should be there. Now I am thinking that I might have stopped with two. I should not have gone for four. I feel sorry for it.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

(5). Mainly people were afraid of high infant and child mortality. So they resorted to produce large number of children without control, thinking the uncertain future of their children. It is good to have more children and thereby, at least some will be with life. 

(9). It is happy to have four children

(5). My elders have two daughters. We were ready to go for operation (FP). That time, one person came and told that let there be one son, then we did not go for operation.

(8). Person like me will say whatever it may be, whether male or female, I would have gone for operation.

(5). Definitely, we will go for operation. Because of this winter season and rainy season we are waiting.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(2). Males are beating their parents.

(8). People are happy if it is a male child. They feel bad if it is a female child. According to me, we should be happy for female child only. It is a highly idiotic thing being happy for a male child. Female child will give at least water during our last days (fag end of life), whereas male child will push us out of our home, after his marriage

(8). People talk in a different manner. They talk that he has no brain for having so many children and thereby, troubling himself now.  

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

(8). People say that it is better to have less number of children.

(5). People will be happy if they have less number of children. They will tell, “She is very much right for stopping with two children. She is good and it is better for the family” and praise her. When more children are there, they scold her, “Why unnecessarily you had 4-5 children and suffer in the life?” and use bad words.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(2). Less only.

(8). They (rich) will have less children only.

(4). If more children are there, they will not able to give dowry, almirah, cot, etc. So they will have fewer children only.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(5). No methods are used other than operation (sterilization, mostly for females).

(6). Some take tablets also (Oral Pills). 

(8). No knowledge about those things (temporary methods). Many persons do not know about those things.

(5). They do not know how to take the tablets. Some say Copper–T. We do not know what it is really? Only a few persons may know about these things.

(1). Yes, it is not known to 50 percent of the women.

(8). We do not know about that

(5). They want to stop the child bearing. Other than that they do not know about the temporary methods and all.

(8). In our village, there is a different explanation. After one or two (children), a few do nothing (means they will not have sexual contact with their spouse, abstinence).

(5). Yes, it is there in this village.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(5). Since 10 years.

(2). Since 10 years.

(4). More than that.

(1). Not for the 10 years. At least, 20 years back.

(8). People were afraid and do not go for FP.

(1).That is what, I am telling you. I was thinking what to do?, what to do?,  like that. By then I had 3 daughters. I would have stopped with one male and one female. That kind of thinking should come all over the village.

(1). People are afraid.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(2). One should go to Villupuram or Thirukkovilur.

(1). They do not take care well.

(3). Now the FP service is not good in Villupuram. Wherever they sign, they should pay Rs. 5 or 10 or 15 (as bribe).  For chits (tokens), they should pay Rs. 5 or 10.

(8). I went to Pondicherry for FP. They told me to go to Gorimedu. In Gorimedu hospital, they asked me, “you are from which constituency, to whom did you put your vote, why do you come here and trouble us”. I told them, “We do not have medical / bus facility. Because of that only we came here, you are scolding me for that”.  They told “You do not have sense, you go to your constituency in which you cost your vote, what work do you have here?” Then we requested, cried and took treatment from them.

(2). We have to spend Rs.100/- if we go to hospital at Villupuram. 

(1). If we go for FP service, we have to pay Rs.10/- at the entrance (for token), then Rs.10/- at each place. After operation, Rs.50/- should be paid.

(5). Now, it is Rs.50 at each place.

(2). Rs. 20/- they get from us after the operation.

(1). In Pondicherry Rs.10/-, earlier Pondhicherry people did not take money. Now, they also have started. For a long time I am going there. There was no bribing. But now money only talks. If money is paid, they call you sir, sir. Otherwise, if we cry also they do not listen.

(9), (5). One should not go to Villupuram hospital for delivery.  They collect Rs.400/- at one place, then Rs.50/- at another place, then 70/-, then 30/-, like that. I gave like that when I accompanied my elder daughter for delivery.

(2). Rs. 400/- for one delivery.

(5). After giving Rs. 400/- only they take us to delivery room. Then, they will tell, “if you give Rs.30, you will be given bed”. After that, they ask us “if you give Rs.100/-, we will give dress”, then, if you give Rs.50/- then only we will clean – like that we have to spend Rs.1000/- when the child is delivered.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(2). Earlier we use to discuss with nurse (VHN). Even now also with nurse only we will discuss first and then with husband. 

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(5). Elders do not advice. We only tell.

(2). We will tell, two are enough, but they use to tell, let there be one more child.

(5). Now you are there. You come and tell me, what sister you had done like this? Two is enough like that. But elders do not tell like that, youngsters only give good advices.

(f) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(2). It is not there.

(5). It is not known outside.  But it is there.

(6). Sometime it happens naturally also (spontaneous abortion). Some people may not want children, so they go for abortion.

(8). People are afraid of FP, so they prefer abortion.

(5). “My wife is ill. She has asthma. So I do not go for operation. It doesn’t matter for the amount I spend for abortion” like that men are telling. Then what a woman can do.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(5). You asked about the early days matter only know. Soup made out of Tulsi leaves.  Gingili sweet. “Namam” (kind of white colour substance used to put lines in the forehead).

(2). I ate Papaya.

(5). It did not happen after taking so many things then I left it like that. Do you know what is happening nowadays? Take Rs.500 or 1000/- and come with me. I will get you clean. You do not have to take this or that.           

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(8). People get happiness through both of the children. If two or three female children are there, they feel for not having a boy baby.

(4). If female is born to a family where female is not there. They will be happy.

(2). We are beaten up if female child is born. They curse the child. I myself did like that.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(2). People go for scanning (sonography), if it is a male, they leave it.  If it is a female foetus, people go for abortion.

(3). When go for scanning, if doctor is dodging for sometime for telling the sex of baby, people think that it is a female, that is why the doctor did not reveal, then they go for abortion.

(5). In this village, it is not there.  No scanning, that, this and all.

(b1) Female infanticide:

(5). It is not there.

(8). It is not there.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(9). No differential treatment like that.

(6). Not like that. Whether a female or male, no distinction.

(2). Nothing like that.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(2). Now females are doing more. One in 100 males only helps his parents. Now females are helping more. Whatever it is? Like food, money, etc.
     7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(2). They can study up to 12th standard. We want our children to educate. But there is no way.

(5). Up to their wish.

(9). They should know to sign.

(2). I sent my daughter to school up to 5th standard. Now she herds the cattle. There is no other way.

(6). They can study up to 10th standard.     

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(8). Yes.

(6). Yes, they are ready.

(5). They send their children to school. Not even a child has educated up to 12th standard. When they (girl child) go to 10th standard, people tell to stop their education. They tell, “Why do you send a girl to school so many years?” If it is a male, then people tell, “She sends to school her son so many years as if it is a wonder to have a son. Even if you send your son to school, he goes to school till 12th standard. After that also he has to go for ploughing only”. They never tell, “You send your child to school. Let him study and let him get a job”.

(b) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(8). Females – Nurse or teacher.

(5). Teacher training is better for females.

(9). Teacher or a tailor.

(5). No teacher is from our village.

(8). Teachers have no respect like earlier.

(5). Government doctors are not good. School teachers are not good and children’s education is also not good.

(9). I used to see the marks of my children. After seeing that I use to tell them, “You have not scored good marks, so I will not sign. You go and get beaten up by your teacher or headmaster then only you will know”. They tell, “My father is better than you”. But next time, they think, “We won’t get scolding from our mother”. So they get 2 marks more than earlier.

(c) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

(8). Even at the age of 5 years, they are asked to go to farms.

(6). Go to herd cattle, go to farm like that.

(9). That is what I am telling. My daughter studied up to 5th standard. She goes to herd cattle. No other way. It is her fate.

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(5). From males only. For females we give at the time of marriage and send them. Other things remaining like house, lands are shared among male children. If 4 are there, property will be divided into 4, if 2 are there, it is divided into two. If one is there, only for that child.  Some parents want to keep the property with them.

(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(8). Nobody expects like that and all.

(5). It is expected. People like me are expecting. Some want to eat from their children.  Some persons like her (other respondent) say “I do not want any help, I sell some Guava or something like that and eat to live”.

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(2). Nowadays in our village people say that there is no law like to give food to mother–in–law or father–in–law.

(5). Now most of the parents in our village think, “After marriage whether my son will change or not, I will send my daughter out of home”.

(8). People are not like that.

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(8). Yes, people do expect help from both female and male children.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(5). It is more.

(8). Now it has been reduced.  Why is it so? Now-a-days, people go to FP thinking that no matter if they die also.

(2). Reduced. Not increased, reduced. 

(6). Reduced, earlier it was high. 

(8). We did not reduce our time. After that, it is reduced.

(2). In our family, we are 5 sisters and a brother.

(8). Now everybody is bold to go to FP.

     (b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(2). Not rich people, not educated people; all those who are aware that they cannot look after large number of children, have stopped with fewer number of children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(5). Myself. I have six children.

(9). Now, it is not like that. No matter rich or poor, everybody started having fewer children.

(6). Now only one or two.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(2). I do not know.

(6). Scheduled caste people. In our village, one SC person had 12 children.

(5). Among SC, in most of the families 5-6 children are there. Now also they are like that.  Do not think that I am separating SC and other castes. MBC people are now changed now they stop with 1-2 and go for FP. They do not think like that. They want persons to fight with our caste people.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(2). Cultivators (MBC) have fewer children. They think, “We cannot build motor rooms, cannot herd cattle etc. For the last six years, the village pond is dry. Two children are enough, if 3 or 5 are there, we cannot manage” and they stop.

(8). In our village, cultivation depends on rains.

(2). Pond is dry since the last six years.

(8). We dug well, fixed a motor and got water.

(2). Even the relatives think, “He cannot give even 10 sovereigns of gold to his daughter (if more children are there), so better not to marry in his family”. So, now-a-days people want to limit the family size.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(2). Little by little (slowly), people are changing by seeing others.  

(9). If people go outside (the village) they learn. 

(2). Changing.

(8). People at least think that we would have also been sent our children to school, when seeing other. They feel that they do not have chance to educate their children. 

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(8). That kind of mentality has come.

(5). Now, that kind of mentality has come

(8). Now, we want our children to be educated and developed, but no way for it (as they have large number of children).  

(9). We want, but what to do? We do not have anything.
Focus Group Discussion-13
Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy)-Male-Young (Age <40 years)

Table A. 13

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.     Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.           Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Murugan
	25
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	0
	0

	2
	Pichaikaran
	35
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	7
	3

	3
	Dhanusu
	36
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	2

	4
	Rajagopal
	35
	7
	NA
	CUL
	NA
	HUT
	2
	1

	5
	Palanisamy
	37
	5
	IL
	St. Cu.
	St. Cu.
	HUT
	6
	5

	6
	Anandham
	39
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	4

	7
	Ranganathan
	37
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	4

	8
	Arumugam
	27
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	5
	4


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; NA = Not Applicable because the Participant may be Widowed/

          Separated and thereby, spouse is not there; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agricultural

          Labourer; St. Cu. = Stone Cutter; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(5). Not much development, but there is some development, that’s all. Their (MBC) community has developed. Not our (SC) Community. Those who had gone out to the places like Chennai (Madras), lead a better life. Others not developed much. 

(4). No rich families are here at present.

(2). If we go for work, we can have food, otherwise no.

(5). If we go for work, we can have food, if no work, no food. All the persons sitting here come from those types of families only.

(b) Economic conditions?

(5). Not much development. Still like that only. Everybody has to go for work outside. One of my daughters got married. I did not give her any gold jewelry, because of our poor economic condition. I have one more daughter. I send her also just like that. I did not give any money as dowry. 

(c) Agriculture?

(7). If it rains, change may occur. As there are no rains, no change has taken        place. Without rains, all the plants get dried.

(2). In these 3 years, it is very tough for us. Before that, we used to bring something to eat. We were somewhat satisfied. During the last 3 years, it is very tough. Whatever we earn, we give to shops, buy something to eat. If we keep Rs. 10 also, we may not get work for four days. We have to sit at home. So we have to spend that for food.

(4). If there is no work, we have to spend.

(5). Earlier, we used to get 3 crops in a year like pulses and cereals. Now, all those days have gone. Now, most of us used to raise crops like “Kambu” (Pearl Millet) and then Gingili (sesame). That is also if it rains only. If no rain, this is also not there.

(4). That time, agriculture production was good. Now, we are getting only half a sack only, which is not sufficient.

(5). Here nobody has wet lands, all have dry lands only. Crops also like that only. Our people (SC) do not have wet lands.

(3). I ploughed about half acre and sow some seeds. Today, I went and saw. All have gone. Then, where is the development.

(7). No well facilities. We have motors only.

(6). We do not have motor facilities, well (or) pipes. No facility is available for us.

(4). People in the average level do not have any facility. If rain comes only. That is        also, half are like that only. 

(d) Housing conditions?

(5). Our people did not build a house so far. For the past 35 years, we are living in the same house only.

(7). All live under these leaves only. Nobody has changed.

(3). Those who get salary, build houses.

(5). In our community, nobody gets monthly salary. Only one person gets monthly salary. In our colony, since we go for work either in this village or outside and thereby, we are able to eat, otherwise, no food. If a woman goes for work, she gets Rs. 20.

(7). Males get Rs.50 as wage per day.

(2). This village is very drier compared to other villages. This village’s condition is very tough. Other villages are OK.

(3). Morning at 8 O’ Clock people go for work and come back at evening 5 O’ clock. That is for Rs. 20 only. If a man goes at 5 O’ clock, he comes at 6 O’clock in the evening. He gets Rs. 50 only. It is not sufficient to go for shop to buy vegetables, oil, rice, etc. 1 Kg of rice costs Rs. 15/- in the shops.

(8). How can we save from that?

(5). How can we save from that? We could not. Now only it is like this. Not before this.

(e) Food

(4). Nothing we used to take liquid food (Kool or porridge). Now we are not getting even that.

(2). Now no “kool”. We buy and eat ration rice.

(5). We eat ration rice only, three times in a day, which looks bigger in size. 

(2). Even we do not get that 

(5). We do not have lands to crop paddy and all

(2). Few have lands, but no irrigation facility.

(5). Yes, no irrigation facility. At least if it is there, we can raise crops in these lands. Earlier, we do not know what are vegetables? They used to grind the things using Ammi (Grinding Stone). Now, it is not like that. Now, people used to buy chillies in shops and it is floured in machines.

(e1) Drinking water

(5). There is a change in drinking water. Earlier, we used to fetch water from only one well. Now, tank is there. River water is filled in the tanks.

(3). No complaints for water. Water comes at least on alternative days.

(5). No problems for water.

when we were young , we all reported to the district collector when he came here that we donot get drinking water.  Immediately, within 15 days, he sanctioned order to dig well for drinking water.  Now that well has no water.  Now the drinking water comes from some other village, but through pipes.
(f) Clothing

(5). There is a little change in the clothing pattern. Earlier, people used to wear cheap dhotis, whereas now “Kadhar” dhotis.

(7). Earlier, we used to wear “4 feet dhotis” and a towel. No shirt.

(5). That time, we did not know what is shirt. Now many pants and shirt models have come. Earlier they used to wear “Kovanam” (loin-cloth). Now people use panties.  

(2). Everybody sitting here knows. That time, I used to dress in a styled manner. You ask all of them. Now, I have a family and children and thereby, I could not show my style as earlier. Those who go out, wear pants and shirts. We are not able to wear like that, since we do not have sufficient earnings.

(4). You see in this group. All wear dhotis and towel only. Only two are wearing pants and shirts. We do not have such facility. With Rs. 50/- as wages what we are able to do?

(5). I am not able to feed my family members (6 children). I borrow from somebody for this purpose. How can I spend lot of money on clothing? 

(g) Health Facilities.

(5). Nothing is available here. We have to go to Kandachipuram.

(8). Nothing are there in this village.

(5). Rarely one homeopathy doctor comes here, that’s all. He does not treat for severe fever and all. If it is severe we should go to Kandachipuram or Mugaiyur government hospital.

(g1) School Facilities.

(5). School facility was not there. Then we wrote through PMD and requested to fund to our village. It is from foreign funding. Tamil Nadu government did not give anything for this. Foreigners came and took photos here. They showed it to their country that our children did not have schooling facility, then they got funds and built the school.

(2). We are trying for the last 10 years, but we are not able to build the temple completely. It is like that. We are not able to do that.

(4). It is RC school only. It is not government school. Government is not giving anything for that.

(6). It does not get help from the government,

(5). During M.G.R’s (former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu) period, he gave 3 cents of land and built a house also. That’s all. But the school was not built by the government.

(8). It is RC school, managed by a Christian Mission with the help of a priest. But teachers get salary from the government.

(5). This is a management school. But the salaries are given by the government. Now government is managing the school.

(h) Transport Facilities.

(5). Yes, we wrote for transportation facilities. The Government had helped. In that also, earlier bus was coming 4 trips a day. I am the principle person who tried for this facility. Earlier, I was in the communist party, I participated in many strikes, so I made the corporation bus to come to this village. Now, in the streets of the village, streets lights are not there. Again I submitted a memorandum. Now for our villages, two buses come.

(i) Entertainment?

(5). Sitting in tea shops or somewhere else is the major entertainment for most of the people. What other entertainments are there? Most of them go to farms and work. No entertainment other than these.  

(2). If the land is greenish we feel happy in all the things. Now, no happiness. 

(4). If we go in the morning, we return in the evening. We just sit on the road side and chit-chat.

(2). We console each other, do like this, do like that, etc. That is the entertainment.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(5). Now women are free to a certain extent


(6). Earlier, they do not know anything. Now they dress well and become modernized.

(4). Now women are so free. It is according to the family.

(5). In our village, wives listen to their husbands’ words only. They do not oppose their husbands

(2). Women are free now-a-days

(5). Some may not go out. My wife does not go alone anywhere. She goes alone to her mother’s house only. Not anywhere else.

(3). I send my wife to Madras today morning. I send my sister-in-law to accompany her. They could not go alone.

(5). They cannot go alone. They do not have education. For that old age schools came. Now it is not there. It has also gone. Nobody cared for that.

 (b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(5). We obeyed our parents. I listen whatever they say. I was like that.

(4). Now there is no work. Earlier, work was there, if they asked to work, they worked. Now people go to play ball. They do not go to farms. Some go and some do not.

(5). Those days, we had to go for work.

(7). We had to go to collect cow dung. Now my children go to school. That’s all. They do not come to farms. They are not able to do any work. What can we do for that? For my father and mother, I worked hard and earned.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(5). Taking care well.

(2). For our father and mother, we cared them and gave food till they died. I used to worship them first and then god. If I go to the temple also, I worship them and go to temple. Such was the practice of mine even they were alive and also after their death. Without worshipping them, I do not go to any temple. While go to bed also, I worship them. Now, it is not like that. Even my daughter says, you give something for me, then only, I will bring you water to drink. 

(7). Who is doing now? We have to care them. I had to do works like cleaning the cow dung, cleaning the cattle shed, etc. They do not do anything.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?

(4). We have not gone to officials with problems and thereby, we do not know.

(5). If any dispute comes also, we amicably settle it in our Panchayat itself.

(4). If elders tell in Panchayat, we accept.

(5). We never gone to police station. In the recent past only, one or two cases had gone for police station. That too, because police station facility is at present available in the nearest place. Otherwise, we deal the matters and finish with elders. Not going to court and all. Government officials’ approach is good.

(2). Earlier, nobody knows where Oduvankuppam is? Now, after establishing the police station, even for tiff, people go and spend money there.

3.   MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(2). Now it is done in 16 or 15 years of age. If they select sponsors themselves, we have to arrange the marriage.

(8). In 20-22 years also.

(4). Among Hindus, in 15-17 years also.

(5). Because of schooling marriages are postponed. “My daughter has gone for education? Within that why do we go for education?” Our children do not study to that level, due to which marriage age can be postponed. 

(4). We do not educate them, we do not postpone marriage for the sake of education. 

(5). Nobody studies till 12th standard. If somebody goes to that level, there is a strike or something – like that only.

(4). In 7th standard or 8th standard itself, marriages are performed.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(5). We have given in their caste also. There is nothing like our caste. Now, our daughters go to their family, their daughters came to our family. If it comes also, they have to change to their religion. We have to pray to their God only, not our God.

(4). Education is not considered for marriage. 

(5). No education and all. If the girl is educated, match is found from educated only. If uneducated, what to do? In other communities, girls are educated.

(4). They look into wants and richness, whether farms are there or job is there, etc.

(6). They consider jewels (gold) also.

(5). They consider whether they are rich, whether they are working in military like that.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(4). It is there, it was happening. Now, it is less, not that much. It happens because of poverty, nothing else. They perform outside kinship, if he has money. This can be done, if he gives two sovereigns extra. 

(5). Because of money only. Now, for everything money is required. They ask, “Can you offer 5 sovereigns or 10 sovereigns, two wheelers, etc.” In their (RC) community, many works in military and therefore, they look for a person who is in military service, or teacher, etc. Also they consider about education and richness of the family. If poor people seek for daughters-in-law from rich families, they will not accept. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(5). 5 sovereigns, not more than that.

(10). One or two sovereigns.

(6). We do not have money to pay 5 sovereigns of gold as dowry.

(3). My three elder sisters got married, without ear rings and nose stud too.  Same is for two younger sisters also. My brothers also did not give anything to them. This is common even among our relatives as well as among others. At the same time, if 4 brothers are there, one gives, and others do not. If all four of them give 4 grams of gold, it is good. If no one is giving, what to do? So what that boy (groom) does? He beats the girl. My sister came back to our home because of less amount of dowry. 

(2). Now only, it (dowry) is more, earlier, it was very less. I sent my daughter without dowry.

(6). That time, boy’s family took the girl and did everything. Now, girl’s family has to do all the things.

(5). Other marriage expenditures are incurred by boy’s family.

(2). Girl’s family should take the girl to marriage hall. Other expenditures are met by boy’s family.

(5). Who is going to marriage hall? All marriages are performed here (within the village) only.

(2). Whatever is needed for the girl (dressing, jewellery, etc.) is performed and take the girl to marriage hall, perform the marriage, eat food and come back.

(8). Handover the Almirah key and come back.

4.  NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(3). Some have two children

(5). For me, six, he has 3, like that. Mostly 3 or 4 are there. Nobody has stopped with two children.

(4). In our village, at present most of them have 2- 4 children. 

(8). In my house, 4 children are there. 

(7). For us, 5 children

(8). 5 or 6 or 7 children are there.

(6). I have 4 children.

(5). 10 families have 5 children.

(2). Yes, 10 families.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(5). It is better to have two children; one son and one daughter.

(3). We could not earn for one child. It asks for this, that.

(5). I am feeling bad now for having six children. I did not realise it that time.

(6). That time, we did not know the way to control children like now. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

(5). Now, it is high. Earlier it was not like that (morbidity).

(2). Earlier, diseases did not occur. Now, it is high. 

(6). Leafy medicines were given that time, so no diseases.

(5). Now, for some children die. After birth, without getting milk, child dies. Other than that, not many children die.

(2). Child mortality is less now. It is lesser than earlier.

(5). Now, children are taken to hospitals. Earlier, people do not know what hospital is?

(3). If it is counted, 10 born, 10 die.

(5). Child mortality is high.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(5). We have to stop. God did not count all these things. We should stop giving birth at our own plan, deciding that two are enough. It is enough if we manage them.

(3). Two children will be better.  I have two sons and one daughter. My wife had undergone operation. Later one of my sons died. Now, I have one son and one daughter, it is enough if we earn for them.

(e1) Reasons for high fertility.

(5). Lack of awareness only. No control.

(7). No control, no awareness.

(3). If we advise to stop with 2 or 3; they ask, “Are you going to earn for my children?”

(5). Earlier, it was not known what FP is?

(2). Two females borne in our family. I told my wife to go for FP. For that, my mother-in-law and my wife told, “No, no, I want one more female child and one male child.” Then, what can I do? Later I thought O.K., it is their desire.

(e2) Reasons for low fertility.

(5). Now only government advises not to have more than two children. Earlier, it was not there. Now only we know. We gave birth continuously without knowing that. 

(4). We are not able to give dowry, that is why, it is less.

(2). That time what they thought was, if we have 4 children, all will earn for us and we can eat well.

(5). We have the habit of seeing TV for the past 10 years only and thereby, we are aware about population control only during this period.

(4). Since 10 years only, not before that.

(8). Panchayat TV is not there, our village does not have it.

(4). One of our relatives got TV for the first time.

(7). One military man bought it for the first time. Before 5 years, he bought it. One year before only, government has given TV to us. It is in Melvalai. This village is under Melvalai Panchayat.

(5). We did not get newspaper also. We do not have money for all that. Nobody gets in the colony. Paper circulation is here only in this year. It comes to Elumalai’s shop. We cannot go there and study.

(4). Since post office is there, it comes there. Those who are able to read can read papers. What others can do? Take food go for work. Not going for other things.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(5). I expected a male child. Why male child, because, I have a daughter, if I die leaving behind her, who will take care of her. Because of that only, I expected son. But I did not get. Then, she is asked to go for operation. Then, as a 4th child, my son was born. For taking care of the female children only people want to have male children.

(g) How are people with higher fertility considered?

(5). “He has so many children. How he is going to perform marriage for so many children? He produced just like that. If at least 2 sovereigns of gold for each daughter, he has to give 8 sovereigns for 4 daughters. How he is going to earn and buy it? Whether he will eat with his meagre earnings, or save for daughters” – people talk like that.

(2). In our family also, it is told like that only. He does not have lands, but he has two daughters and one son. Why he does not go for operation? I am telling, but my wife does not listen. It is her wish. People ask me, “How many cents of land do you have? How many sovereigns do you give? Is it not enough, two daughters and one son?” But what can I do? What she thinks is if one more son is there, it would be better.

(h) How are people with low fertility considered?

(5). “He is like a kin; he has one son and one daughter. Whatever he earns, he can save and conduct marriage of his daughter in a better way. He can give at least 2 sovereigns” –like that people say. Take an example like me, people say, “He has 6 daughters, what he is going to give to his daughters? How he is going to arrange marriage for his daughters? Above all, how he is going to eat?

(7). People praise.

(4). People comment about me, “He has only one daughter, When he dies, what will be his situation?”

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(5). If we are rich, we do not want to have more than two children.

(2). If money is there, so many children would not be there.

(5). When money gets accumulated, we get greediness. We may not want to spend money. Then, we can give the daughters in (in marriage) a good family. So if we are rich, definitely we will not have more than two. Now, because of poverty, we think, “If 4 children are there, all children earn for us”, therefore people have more children.

5.  FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(5). Earlier, we did not know what operation was? Women were afraid of operation (sterilization). They thought that they would try to do something for controlling child birth. So they had neglected FP and thereby, such women had many children.

(7). We heard about, “using Copper-T.”

(5). That was the beginning, Copper-T and Nirodh. They told if it is used a woman will not conceive. But even after its use, some women had given birth. My wife also used it. Even, in his family also. But they got children. Those who had gone operation, got 3 children

(2). Two times they did. Both times, she had children.

(5). Yes, in two houses it is like that, i.e., after operation they got children.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(5). Only in the recent past, people have started going for FP.

(4). We know for the last 5 years.

(5). We know about the FP from the time at which it was done for males. That is during 74–75. We do not know about the things for women. Copper-T has come for the last 5 years.

(6). Since 5 or 6 years only FP has started.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(5). Yes, in Villupuram government hospital, they care very well.

(6). My wife did at Villupuram government hospital. They did not take care. Pain is there. We are spending money.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(6). Nurses tell.

(5). That too, now only nurses come and tell.

(3). Before that, CNW used to tell.

(4). Now, people go themselves to stop with two children.

(5). If we want to go for FP, we go and tell her. She tells, “You come there, I will meet you there.” Then, we have to search for her. She does not search.

(4). With wife, we should tell, “It is enough, we stop with two children”. Sometimes, they tell us.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(5). Yes, they advise.

(4). “You can’t earn for more children. That time, 3 crops were there per year, agricultural production was there, you can’t manage in these days. Don’t go for more children”, like that they will tell. Some follow their advice. Those who have no urge thinking may not listen. Otherwise, their words are accepted.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(5). Nurse only. She is in Ayandhur.

(4). They are not nearby.

(8). She is in Karanai.

(4). We have to go 5 or 6 kilometres. No facility is available here.

(5). We have to go early in the morning and inform her that we want to go for FP. If we tell, they tell us the date to go. They give us a sheet (referral to). We can go for operation and come back. Nobody else comes and tells us.

(4). Nobody else tells us.

(5). Nobody else tells us. She comes from Ayandhur and tells us.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(6). Yes. It is happening

(5). Abortions are more frequent. Now, it is more than earlier.

(3). Now, it is high.

(7). Do not want to have many children. Some may not be healthy, so they afraid of going for FP. Such women feel that better to go for abortion than FP. 

(6). No health problem because of abortion. They are well.

(4). If she undergoes FP, she may not lift weight, being a wage worker, she cannot be like that,

(6). No health problem because of abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(3). It was there, but now nothing like that. Earlier, traditional medicines are given. Now for all, hospital, injection, medicine tablets like that.

(2). Now also traditional medicines are used. If the baby is born in hospital, she does not get good health. I give traditional medicines only, she feels better.

(5). Home deliveries are good. Hospital deliveries are not good to that extent of home deliveries.

(2). Injections are given according to the body condition. She gets no health out of it.

(5). We get the things and flour it. Give it for 30 days, 16 days like that. Garlic and Brinjal are given. If we go to hospital, nothing should be given.

6.  BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(5). Not celebrating like that.

(4). Those who are rich celebrate like that.

(2). Happiness is there; other than that no celebration and all.

(5). Male child is given importance because if we die, somebody may give at least Rs.10 believing him. If both are female children, who will give money to them (at least as loan)? They will tell come tomorrow, like that. If it is male, people will give. That is why, happiness for sons.

(2). Now what I am thinking is, whether son or son-in-law or anybody can put garland for me when I die, both are same. Whether it is love marriage or arranged marriage, she will come and put garland for me. I will think as if my son did that.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(5). Nothing like that

(2). Son will ask what my father earned and kept for me, but daughter never asks like that. She will think, “My father is not rich” and go.

(7). Some know sex of the foetus and go for foeticide. Some go without knowing the sex of the foetus.

(5). It is not like that.

(6). Rich people go for sex determination of the foetus.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(5). Yes, males are given importance. If he studies, he can go to a job like a teacher and get government salary. If we make our daughter to study, we have to search for an educated boy as match.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(4). Both children will do.

(5). Both will do.

(4). It is according to our behaviour.

(7). If females, they go for work. They help in household activities.

(5). Daughter gives at lest water to drink. When we return from work with tiredness, daughter gives water to drink, but sons do not do that.

(4). Some sons earn Rs 100/- and give it to father, but some do not.

(7). During the last 15 years, they go for work. Females go for work at the age of 15 years, whereas males go for work at the age of 16 or 17 years.

(5). Now my daughter has gone outside for work. She had gone to the areas near Erode and Salem towns to do flower typing work. She has to earn something and support us, we are in such a condition. 

(7). Because of dowry problem, females are hated.

(6). My children started to work at 17 years.

7.   CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(5). Up to 20 years.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(4). No money for that

(5). No money for that, Because of that, we stopped with 12th standard.

(4). Stopped at 5th standard.

(5). 6th, 7th, 10th, and at the most up to 12th standard only. Hardly, two children have gone in our caste up to 12th standard. Not more than that.

(7). Two stopped with 10th standard because of poverty

(2). If we want to go out, we do not know the bus number. So what we want is, we should educate our children to the extent that he should know to how to sign. 

(5). We cannot go for work.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(4). We did not think of occupation and all. We want to educate them.

(5). Yes, no money to educate them for a job. If we have money, we can think of that. We want them to educate, but no way for that. So we educate them up to 8th standard or 10th standard.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(4). No

(7). What is there with us to give them?

(3). Yes, they give lands only.

(4). If ¼ acre or ½ acre is there, because of poverty, we sell them and arrange marriage for our daughter. Nothing will be there at last.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(5). Yes, if he works in Bangalore or Madras and earns only, we can build a house and we get good rice to eat.

(2). Mother expects males only. It is male child, how it is going to earn, like that they fight.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(4). How can we live with female children? She will go to other family. Recently cannot go to them and stand. They live with males only.

(6). They live with males only.

(2). Some do the other way also. If their sons do not take care of them, they go to daughter’s house, thinking that they are their sons only.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(4). Yes, if they have lands, they are asked to go to herd the cattle or they are asked to work in the lands.

(4). Males only.

(5). Males only. How can we get help from females?

(4). Not from females. Even for work also, if it is a good place, they (daughters) are sent, otherwise no.

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(5). It is going high. Not reduced.

(2). Not less. It is very high.

(4). It is less now than earlier.

(8). Now, it is less only.

(6). Now, it is not more.

(4). Earlier, there used to be 9 or 10 or 15 members in a house. Now it is less. It is becoming less and less.

(3). It is not more now.     

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(5). Earlier, in all the houses, it was more only. Literate women have slightly less.

(2). That time members were more in all the houses.

(5). Earlier, 8 or 10 children per family. We were not aware.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(5). I will not have more hereafter. Even for illiterates, literates’ women advised not to have more than two. They advise that they can not earn for more children. It is enough if they earn for two children.

(4). Among Hindus, educated women are only ten as against 100 illiterate women because of poverty.

(5). Because of poverty only.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

(4). It can not be said. Whom we can say? How can we say you or me?

(5). If we tell about them, they fight with us, how can you say about my children?

(4). I can not say.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(4). Rich people calculate and have fewer children. They want to save for their children. Illiterate people only think that they can live somewhere. Rich people have fewer children only.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(5). Now, almost two children only.

(4). Now, all have reduced.

(5). For my daughter, I am advising to go for operation (sterilization) after having two children, whether it is male or female. 

(4). Presently, when people go outside and see, they also feel that they can also have less children. That feeling comes to both males and females.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(4). We think like that. We do not have sufficient earnings, we cannot give dowry also. We cannot even manage with one child. This feeling comes now only.

(2). Earlier rains were there, agricultural production was there, we earned and feed. Now there is no rain.

(5). That time people thought if four are there, they earn and eat well.

(2). Now also if agricultural conditions are good, people go for more children. No proper rains. Because of less production in agriculture, people reduced the number of children.

(3). Whether agricultural production is there or not, people may not go for more children.

    When phone facility started in the village?

(7). STD facility and TV came in 2001 only.

(5). STD came in 2001.

(7). It came in 2001 or 2002. Not before that. Earlier, if we want to make a phone call, we have to go to Kandachipuram.

(4). If we want to call to Madras, we have to ask somebody to go and we have to give the transportation charge and all. Just for the last two years, STD facilities are available.

(7). We have to go to Thiruvannamalai or Vettavalam to make a phone call, otherwise, we have to go Thirukkovilur or Villupuram. Now it has come in all the places.

(5). Now in our village, private booths have come. Now, wherever we want, we can talk through phone. 
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	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.     Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.           Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Periasamy 
	54
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	3
	3

	2
	Veeramuthu
	75
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	7
	5

	3
	Munusamy
	51
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	8
	4

	4
	Vadivelu
	41
	10
	2
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	4

	5
	Murugesan
	43
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	6
	Subramani
	53
	5
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	8
	4

	7
	Munusamy
	60
	5
	2
	CUL
	HW
	MWTR
	7
	4

	8
	Duraisamy
	58
	IL
	3
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	5
	3


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; HW = House Wife; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agricultural

         Labourer; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(1). People have changed to a certain extent. There is some development regarding education. Agriculture is not in good condition.

(5). Development in all.

(1). In agriculture, it is less.

(4). Those who are literate, can get in the bus easily, but what an illiterate can do?

(5). Because of no rain, cultivation is less.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?
(5). Less only.

(4). Less, because of less or no rain.

(5). Earlier Rs.5/- wages per day. Now it is Rs. 50/-.

(4). Now our occupation gives loss only, no profit. Now one kg. of rice costs Rs. 6/- at ration shops. What wages (little) I am getting?

(1). In shops, ration rice is sold at the rate of Rs. 8/- per kg.

(c) Agriculture?

(4). If it rains and if the wells get water only it is possible for cultivation. No change is going to come, as there is no rain. No underground water also. It gives loss only for our expenditure. In these three years, we do not even have pulses or cereals to cultivate and eat. We eat mostly liquid food only (kool). We buy and eat ration rice. Our health is in very bad condition.

(4). Earlier we used to sow Kambu (Pearl Millet), Ragi (Finger millet), Cholam (Sorghum), cereal varieties and green chillies also. Now also we can do. Lands are not wet because of less rain. The plants are spoiled. We are not able to pay the interest for the money which we borrowed.    

(d) Housing conditions?

(1). All are difficult. No change.

(5). In MGR’s (former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu) period, they built 20 houses for downtrodden. After that in Karunanithi’s (another former Chief Minister of T.N.) period, street roads have been laid. Now, in Jayalalitha’s (present Chief Minister) period, 10 houses have sanctioned. But after finishing only, they will give money, it seems.  

(4). It is not like that. They have power, they have money. They have persons to support in the evening time (for liquor). When they canvass for votes, they give Rs.10/- and shut our mouth. So far, people have been deceived. After this, body can be deceived. 

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

Please tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(e) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(1). Cannot go. In our family, she cannot go.

(5). They go alone. Those who have guts go alone to Madras.

(3). We take decisions by ourselves after asking them.

(4). Without asking her, I cannot do anything. If I want to go to Kandachipuram, I ask her only. Without her, I cannot do anything.

(f) Behavior of children towards parents?

(5). No difference in that.

(4). My children listen to my words. They listen, what I say.

(5). They listen to our words. They behave according to the status of the family.

(g) Treatment of aged parents? 

(4). We can tell about the happenings in our house or neighbour’s house. About others we cannot tell.

(1). We cannot tell about the village or street and all.

(4). Others may talk about me, but I cannot talk about others.

(h) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(3). We do not go government office for anything.

(4). We are not at all going. President, vice president, all of them shut our mouth. But they cannot shut our mouth hereafter.

(5). In this village, president, vice president and village head are there. They do not listen even if we tell. This light goes from this end to that end. Here, they put some posts. But they do not do anything in that side.

(4). We went one trip to District Collector Office. They said that they would come and do good to the village. He came and permitted to dig the bore well. But no water, it was dry. Now, water tank is built and water stored through pipes from river. 

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

(5). Marriages of girls are performed even before the attainment of menarche. It is up to their status. Marriages are performed in most cases at the age of 22 years and even at 18 or 19 years also. Some times at 30 years also.

(1). In 15 years also.

(2). In those days, they used to perform at the age of 25 or 26. Now love marriages have become common and we cannot tell at what age they run away.

(4). For example, you take him. If he has Rs.10,000/- in his hands, if in relation, one boy is there, what he does? He says, “I want only your daughter, I do not want dowry and get marry her. But after one or two children, he sends her to parents for dowry. If the boy is not a relative, he strictly asks for dowry.

(4). At 18 years in those days, I do not know about the present situation. After 18 years only. Now where is it happening like that?

(2). Earlier, there was a control. Now, there is no control. Now it is not happening as before. In early days, marriages are after 20 or 30 years only.

(4). Whether it is my daughter or somebody else’s daughter, marriage should be after 20 years only. If we do before that, it is like if tamarind tree gives flowers, un-ripe fruits, which will not be of good quality”. Now there is a change than earlier.

(5). When I got married, I was 18 years old. My wife was 15 years old. Now, my daughter’s marriage will be after 18 years only.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(5). Caste is seen. We see only that. We do not see property and all. If they are poor also, our daughter should be happy. He has to give at least one time food happily.     

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(4). Yes. It is happening among relatives.

(3). Not much. It has reduced. Females love somebody. Hindus marry Christians. Christians marry Hindus. Now, the prevalence of marriages among relatives is reduced. According to girl’s complexion, she selects somebody.

(1). Now, the world is like that.

(3). If parents see also, they console them and they themselves accept the marriage.

(2). Where they are studying? In the school only they fell in love and fix the marriage.

(3). Earlier, we used to see relationships and all. Now, nothing is like that. All communities are doing the same. That comes here. This goes there. (Change of practices among communities).

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(3). 7 sovereigns or 8 sovereigns of gold.

(1). Those who are rich, ask for 10 sovereigns of gold.

(4). I did not get even one sovereign of gold. With my money only, my wife got everything done.

(3). In those days, we gave one sack of paddy and Rs. 100/- to girl’s houses and married the girls (as bride price).

(2). For my wife, I gave Rs. 5/- at the time of marriage (as bride price).

(1). I gave Rs. 101/-. That time boy’s family should give money. We gave one sack of paddy to them. Now they ask 7 sovereigns of gold, almirah, cot, etc. I am a poor man, I gave only 7 sovereigns to my daughter.    

(4). I do not have even 10 paise. I have studied up to 10th standard. Other than that I do not even have a single rupee. If somebody comes to marry my daughter, I        will take him to tea shop and offer him a cup of tea. I would buy idly for Rs. 5/-. If he does not want to marry my daughter, I am ready to give my daughter to people who live on the bank of a pond at Thirukkovilur (Scheduled Tribes). I am not bothered about caste. I will give my daughter like that only. If not he, someone else, that’s all.

(4). Both the families would spend for food and others if they are understanding. 

(5). Mostly by boy’s family only.

(4). By boy’s family only.

(5). Expenditure for engagement is met by girl’s family and marriage expenditure is met by boy’s family.

(3). Nobody got money from the government, which was given to the marriage of girls who studied up to 10th standard and get married after the completion of 18 years of age.

(5). Money is given to those who studied up to 8th standard. Some got it.

(4). My sister-in-law got it.

(3). In Kandachipuram school, many have got, we did not get it.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(1). I have one daughter and one son.

(3). In our family, one daughter and one son. That’s all, I can say. How can I say, how many are there in their house and all?

(5). In our house, 2 sons are there. We have two grand children; one is at 4 years and another one is two years.

(2). I have 4 daughters.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(3). Better to have two children. 

(4). Earlier, people did not concern about having large number of children. They would have controlled with one or two children. Nowadays, money is not there. Those who want many persons to work, have four children and those who do not have many want to have fewer children. Mudhaliars (one of the Upper Casters among the Hindus of this part of the country) control with one or two children. What we know? They think one child is enough or at the most two children are enough.

(3). People who are aware of it have only controlled. People who are not aware do not control. Now every one knows about the difficulties I am facing by having large number of children. At present, six grandchildren are studying.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.
(3). Less only. In my age, it was high. As the time passes (over years), child mortality has reduced.

(2). Morbidity is high now-a-days.

(3). Now the medicine drops (immunisation and vaccination) have come, it is less only. Because of these drops, fever and headache are less. If that is there also people go to Kandachipuram doctor. Earlier, it was not like that.

(4). Earlier, there was no government hospital. If anything urgent in the night time, there is no way for that.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(4). Now, when we are eating, by mistake if it falls down, we feel that it is better to clean that. God gives one or two only. We have to clean our soul.

(3). Earlier, there was no FP available. So it was like that. 

(4). Better to decide by ourselves.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

     High fertility

(5). Why do you ask us?

(6). Reason is unawareness.

(3). Early days, we do not know about that. Now only government takes the count of number of people. In those days, there was no FP. If there is large number of children, there will be less property only. We did not have FP those days, no FP at all.

(2). There is no control like this, that time, now birth of a baby is written (i.e., registered). Earlier, nobody did like that. There was nothing in early days. We do not know our children’s age. Now those are all there.

(3). Now, if the baby is born, it is informed to Village Administrative Officer (VAO). It goes to Taluk Office. Earlier, there was nothing like that. Earlier, there was no development. No FP was available.  “At least by herding cattle, we can feed the children”, like that only people thought in those days. Moreover, that time, there was a good cultivation because of enough rain. So nobody thought about controlling of children. No awareness about FP also. Now there is a good agricultural production also, now FP has improved a lot.

(2). In those days, people do not know what is FP and how it is done. So that time, they had 4 children, 5 children, like that. 

(3). No hospital medicine was given to my children.

(4). We were unaware. We had nobody to advise to limit the number of children. That time, Rs.50/- is enough for one delivery. Now we have to spend Rs. 1000/-. That time, we used to get food from agriculture (cereals, pulses, and paddy). Now, cost of living is high; so it controls the number of children.

(2). In those days, one sack of paddy was Rs. 15/- or 30/-. Agricultural production was good.

(5). Now ¼ kg of garlic is Rs. 12 ½, one kg. of garlic is Rs. 50/-.

(4). If we get work, if it rains only, we get wages. Since there is no rain, work is less and thereby, salary is less.

(2). Nobody is there to give even 10 paise. No water in the wells.

(5). If woman goes for work, she gets Rs. 20/- as wage. If she goes for 10 days, she gets Rs. 200/-. For Rs.100/- they buy rice. Rs. 100/- they keep for other (their) expenses like flowers, etc. Now, if she goes for one day in a month, she has to keep it for getting chilli powder, salt and for all.

(3). Because of no rain, there is no work, according to the situation we have to restrict the food.

(5). If it rains, we go for ploughing for which we get Rs. 50/-. If one goes for 5 days, with that he has to manage for one month.

(3). We get rice from ration shops every month. With that we have to eat.

(5). It was also raised from Rs. 3.50 to Rs. 6/-. It is our fate that we have to buy.

(3). With ration rice only, we have to push our days.

(5). Those who have bullocks only, can go for ploughing. We have to go for construction work at Madras and earn Rs. 100/- or 200/- for food.

(4). Going out and working as construction workers or working in hotels, and earn Rs. 500 or 1000/- per month and sending it to home. 

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(3). Male is given importance. Sons were wanted in those days. Now, also people do not want females. If it is a male, it will go for some work and give food, we can eat. Even, if we go for daily wage also, we can earn and eat. If it is a female, we have to spend a lot of money for her marriage and others.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

      Higher fertility

(3). “Without knowing, we had gone for so many children” people feel like that. 


Lower fertility- 


(4). What can we say? It is happy.

(5). “If he has only one child, after operation, if it dies, who will give water to him in his last days” people talk like that also.

(4). What not can people talk? They talk all the things, what does come from their mouth.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(2). Number of children is going on reducing now.

(5). If money is there, they want to have one or two children only. Not that people want to have more children because of more money.

(4). If they ask Rs. 2000/- dowry, we may want to give Rs. 5000/- and we can also have sufficient food.      

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(5). Current operation is used (laparatomy). We do not have money for that. So we resorted to tubectomy. Those who have money go to private hospitals and opt for it. 

(3). Nurse usually takes us for operation and brings us back.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(4). FP has become popular during the last 10 years only. It was there before that, but chances are less. Earlier, it was done for males. Then, money is given for female sterilization. They gave up to Rs. 350/-. Now we have spent Rs. 1,350/- for operation. I told my wife not to go for operation. I was in Bangalore. They wanted my signature. But later my younger brother signed and the operation was done.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude).

(4). They go to government hospitals.

(2), (3). They go to government hospitals.

(4). O.K. Treatment is good.

(3). They go to the government hospitals located at Villupuram or Thirukkovilur. They care well.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(3). Like this Ayah, one Balwadi teacher (CNW) took us for FP. 


(2). Nothing is like that now. Now, who is going with CNW?


(3). Now, no need for CNW. They go themselves. 


(4). They used to discuss with CNW. In my family, I am the head, so she asks me.


(3). Then discuss with CNW.

(4). We ourselves take. Otherwise, we give money for bus and send with CNW. We sit at home. They do take care very well and bring them back home.      

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(4). Yes. It is said. It is difficult for us to manage. We have to eat and we have to save something. Like that they used to say.

(3). I fought with my children and brought them for FP.

(5). If I would have got male child, I would have gone for operation. It is female child. So I did not go for operation.

(3). They want a male child to tell their name.

(5). To tell their name.

(3). To tell their name.

(5). It is better to have two children.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(3). Mostly CNW and Nurse (VHN).

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(4). It is there. Not in our village or in this area. It is less only, can we say, it is more? We have to ask elders only.

(5). We can say less or more.

(4). As he said, it is more only.

(4). Population is more. So abortions are also more.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(3). Now, government hospitals are there. No traditional medicines.

(2). Earlier, they were using traditional medicine.

(3). That time, traditional medicines only. Now, nothing is like that.

(4). Earlier, there was no medical shop. No injection.            

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(4). It is celebrated. Whatever the sex of the child may be? It is performed for both, no difference. 

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(3). Now, it is not there. 

(4). It is known to God only, whether it is male or female, what we know?

(2). Now only, it is seen what is inside the stomach. It was not there earlier. 

(4). Now only, they see all these things. But we cannot say in confirmation. For my brother’s wife they said, “Both are females”.

(2). Now only, the development of the foetus is seen. Earlier, what was there? They did not discover anything.

(4). For my brother’s wife they said, one male and one female, instead of two females. Twins were born. Both were males. One died, one is alive.

(5). I took my daughter-in-law to Pondicherry. They scanned and told me it is male. She is a doctor. But God has seen. Finally it was a female baby. With whom I can say? God has to give us. What is going to happen either by my words or your words?

(c) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(4). According to me, girls only help more. 

(5). If both are there, both the children will help.

(3). Girls only work hard. If boys, they won’t help and go on their own.

(5). Girls do even agricultural work.

(4). Girls do not, but they help in household activities. Boys go for smoking. He beats parents, what my daughter does? “Whatever it may be, my father feeds us by herding cows. So now I have to feed him during his old age by doing at least agricultural wage work”.

(5). Even if the son-in-law does that, daughters take care.

(4). They advise their husbands, manage both the sides and give at least food for quarter stomach. Whether they study or not, according to the food we give, they work and earn for us. Now my daughter is 12 years old. She is studying and we are not sending her for work, but she does all work at home. She cooks and she makes sambar.  She makes us to sit, gives hot water and also goes to school. If few people request her to go to shop, she goes. Thus, she does all work.

(3). Generally, because of women only, families are running.

(2). Family runs because of ladies only. Whether cooking or bringing firewood? It is female only, son is no use.

(5). If we send the girl to school, she will send us money when she works, without the knowledge of her family to which she is married to also, but boys, after marriage, will listen to only her wives’ words. They will not help us.

(4). Within three days after marriage, they will form separate family.   

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(4). If we have money, we can make them study whatever they want.

(2). If he studies and passes, we can send him to school.

(4). My brother studied at Kadachipuram, he gets Rs. 27,000/- as salary. I do not know what he has studied. He is at Bangalore. He is working in HMT (Watch Company). He goes by car daily. He studied at Kandachipuram, then at Trichy and then at Coimbatore.

(3). Other than that most of the people in our village most of them studied up to 10th standard or 8th standard only.

(5). All studied up to 8th or 10th or 12th. But nobody has a job.

(3). Nobody has gone in search of a government job. 

(4). Among Hindus, nobody has government jobs. Among Christians, there are teachers. But among the Hindus nobody is teacher.

(b) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.).

(3). Property? What property we have to give?

(4). If property is there, we can give. If it is not there, we can only give our souls.

(c) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(4). Expected, it they give, we get, but we do not ask. Why they did not give? They are giving. Generally, they expect food for stomach, clothes for body, oil for head, and house to live till death. That’s all we can say. What else, we can say?

(3). Now, children are not providing food to their parents. They (children) are waiting for our death. We brought up our children by collecting green leafy vegetables. But they are waiting for our death to get the property. They do not give us food.

(d) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(3). If we want to live with them also, they go within 3 days after marriage carrying everything. If they go out and start earning, they send us out. Sons only do like that. Girls are with us by caring us. Girls only help us for food and everything. Sons send us out of the house.

(5). Whatever affection we have on daughter, son only has to perform the last rites (at the time of death). Daughter will come and care, but go back to her husband’s place within 2 days. But sons only do everything.

(e) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?
(3). It cannot be expected. We have less quantum of land only, like 40 cents. We have to plough once and sow some cereals or pulses. Then, again go for one ploughing. That’s all. Under these circumstances where is the necessity for the children to work in our fields. We need their help only to go outside the village and earn some money for the family.     

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(3). Now-a-days, it is less and less only.

(5). It is becoming less.

(4). Less only.

(3). Now, immunization is given.

(4). Immunization is given, tablets are given, so less only.

(5). Since FP is available, one or two children only. It is less.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(3). Poor people have more children.

(4). Literates also have more, who have good food to eat also have more children. Many families have large number of children.

(5). In our village, educated people also want to have more children even now.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(3). Illiterates have more. They do not have awareness about FP.    

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?).

(3). Literate people and who studied “Mahabharata” (one of the Epics in Indian context, where one of the Kings have 100 children) control the children. Those who do not know anything like this, have more children. SCs have more children.

(4). It is high among MBCs, low among SCs. What ever it is, it is high only.

(5). It is less among MBCs.

(4). Not high among Christians. It is less than us among SCs, there is no control. So, it is high like cattle.

For how many years RCs are there?

(4). You should ask them only. You ask about us, we will tell.

(5). They only know about them.

Has anybody changed religion recently?

(4). No. not changed. Earlier, it has changed. Recently nobody has changed.

(5). Earlier, it has changed, not now.

(3). There is a change in religion by marriage.
(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(3). Reddiars and Chettiars have fewest children. In this village, there is no Reddiar or Chettiar. Naickers, Gounders and Udaiars (2 families) are there.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(5). We do not know about that. Many have not gone to town at all.

(3). After we started going to work in the house of a Mudhaliar, he only told about the importance of small family. After their advice, we told our children to have fewer children. But nobody advised us in those days (when we were in the reproductive age group).

(5). They used to advise to have one or two only.

(3). For them, after going there only, they told. Now we control our children.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(3). It is there already, that is why, we are in a better condition.

(4). If no awareness, they have to think. It is better that they have changed.

(3). Now we think, it is better to have one or two. No thinking was there, that time.

(5). If I would have stopped with one child, you would not have recognized me. 

(2). The law and planning, which we have now were not there at that time. Nobody was there to advice also.

(3). From the newspapers we know about the controlling of children. We do not read paper. We do not know FP methods. After we went to Mudhaliars, we advise people. Radio was there. We did not have the habit of listening to radio. We did not know anything.

Focus Group Discussion-15
Schedule Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy)-Female-Young (Age <35 Years)

Table A. 15

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.     Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.           Spouse
	Type of 

House 
	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Sumathi 
	29
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	2
	Devi
	22
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	3
	Manjula
	27
	IL
	10
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	4

	4
	Poongavanam
	24
	IL
	8
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	4

	5
	Kokilambal
	34
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	3

	6
	Dhavamani
	21
	5
	7
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	2
	1

	7
	Krishnaveni
	28
	IL
	5
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	2
	2

	8
	Sivagangai
	29
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	3
	2


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agricultural Labourer

          MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof.  

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(3). What development is there? Everything is like that, nobody has improved.


(5). In our community, no one has improved. All are like as earlier.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?
(4). Less only. Where more? Less only.

(3). Earlier, wage rate was Rs. 15/-. Now, it is Rs. 20/-, which it is not at all enough.

(2). One kg. of rice is Rs 6 or Rs. 7 in ration shop. We are not able to buy even that. 

(3). 1 kg. of rice is Rs. 6/-.

(c) Agriculture?

(3). What development had taken place? What is cultivated now-a-days? Nobody grew Kambu (Pearl Millet) this year. In fact, by this time, Paddy also might have been grown. But when it is going to rain and we are going to cultivate?

(4). Earlier we used to cultivate paddy, Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum) , Ragi (Finger millet)and other pulses. Now the rain is not sufficient, and therefore, no such production now.

(2). Now, there is no regular rain.

(d) Housing conditions?

(3). Yes, a few build houses in a better manner. One or two build like that. Some build houses with stones, some build concrete houses and some by getting loans. 

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

(5). No change.

(4). Earlier also, same ration rice only.

(2). Same ration rice and same food.

(3). Same food now and earlier also. We take more vegetables than earlier. Whatever may be the price, we buy and eat vegetables.

(e1). Drinking water

   
(2). Lot of scarcity for water, especially in the recent times.


(6). There is a scarcity for drinking water.


(4). Earlier, villagers used to drink well water. Now, it supplies through pipes.

(3). Earlier, we used to fetch water using rope, now it is being stored in a tank and supplied though pipes. Now, it is O.K. Not that much scarcity for water.

(f) Schooling?

(3). Schooling facility is there. Now only the building has been constructed and        opened.


(2). It is there up to 5th standard.

      (3). Priest has built this under the management of a Christian Mission, that too, up to 5th standard only. 

(g) Health facilities?

(5). Nothing is here.

(3). We have to go to Kandachipuram, Villupuram or Pomboor.

(4). Not available in the nearby place. Here one doctor used to (RMP) come, but he never cares.

(5). He gets money, but he does not cure.

(2). He comes in a bicycle every week.

(3). For severe fever and all, we cannot rely on him. For slight fever or wound, he is okay. For getting treatment to other ailments we have to go the doctors located in the nearby towns. 

(h) Transport facilities?

(3). Yes, two buses are plying.

(6). Two buses are available. 

(7). Two buses are there.

(3). That too, one bus comes at morning 8.30 and evening 5.30. That’s all. One more bus goes to Thirukkovilur, at 8.30 in the morning, afternoon it goes at 1.30 and comes by 2.30. That’s all. Other than these timings, we cannot go as we wish.

(2). If we want to go as we wish, we have to walk. 

(i) Entertainment?

(5). Those who have TV, watch TV

(6). Those who go to farms, they go.

(7). They go for reaping and planting.

      (j) Clothing.


(5). Yes, many changes have occurred.

(6). Earlier, we used to wear only cotton clothes. Now people wear a variety of clothes.

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
(Pease tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?).
(6). No change, now some are free.

(5). Women go outside places boldly.

(7). Those who are bold and knowledgeable to some extent, go to all the places outside the village and those who do not know about the places, will sit at home.

(3). In the recent days, women go to all the places, old women who do not know how to read and talk, are like that earlier. Younger women go to all the places.

(8). Men take decisions, but they discuss with women. How can they go without         discussing with us?

(4). They discuss; sometimes they do not.

(3). Some discuss at home and some do not.

(6). Generally, they discuss.

(2). In some family, if they go without discussing, they are beaten up.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(2). Now, where do children listen to parents.

(8). Some listen to parents and some do not.

(2). Elders generally listen to us but not young children. 

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(4). They are taken care of well. They saw well earlier. Now, one takes care well and one does not.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(6). We had never gone to them.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(4). In our village, marriages are conducted as soon as they attain puberty and some get marry according to their wish.

(5). Arranged marriages also there and elopement is also there. 

(3). In our community girls mostly married at the age of 16-18 years of age. One or two girls get married at the age of 20 years.

Stopping of schooling and marry girls.

      (2). Yes, it is there.


(3). If the bride is from a good family, it is done.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?
(3). In our caste.

      (5). No, No, in all the castes.

      (6). It is according to the bride and bridegroom.


(8). It is according to their wish.

(3). In other communities, marriages are conducted at higher ages, whereas in our community mostly at lower ages.


(8). Yes.

(2). Yes.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(2). Still taking place. It is high as compared to earlier. It has not reduced. 

(3). Still taking place. It is high as compared to earlier. It has not reduced.  

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(3). Rich people do many things. Poor people give one or two sovereigns of gold and some household items.

(4). Rich people give more and poor people give less.

Who spends for other marriage expenses?

(2). That is done by the bride’s family.

(7). Food and marriage expenses are to be met by bride’s family. 

(6), (8). By bride’s family only.

(4). Jewels, Almirah, cot, etc. by bridegroom’s family. After getting these things only, they start cooking.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(8), (2). Mostly 3 children per family are there.

(5), (3). In some families, 4 or 5 children are there. 

(6). Now, many have 5 or 6 children.

(3). In other communities also 4 or 5 children are there and at times 7 or 8 also are there. In some families there are more than 8 children. In Christian families, they stop with 2 or 3 children now. Earlier, they also had 4 or 5 and 6 or 7 children. In Vanniar community also recently married couples stop with two children. Those who are not aware, have 4 or 5 and/or six children.

(7). Now only, we realize. We did not know that time.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(8). It is better to have three children.

(2). It is better to have two children.

(8). Better to have two.

(2). Better to have two children or three children.

(8). One boy and one girl. 

(2). One daughter and one son.

(6). Enough to have one son and one daughter. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(8). Now it is less.

(2). Yes, It is less.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(3). How can we leave it to chance? If it is like that, we have to give birth each and every year. How can we manage? For us, we had 3 female children continuously, expecting for the son. After that, we got a male baby.

(6). People think that 2 are enough or 3 are enough.

(3). In some family, only female babies are born. Expecting a male chid, they give birth to 4th, 5th, 6th female babies. Town people think that both males and females are equal. Here it is not like that, people thinks other may yell on them that they have no male children. So they have more children. 

(7). During fights, people tell, “You have only daughters”. So they want to have sons. 

(4). Some have repeatedly male children. If it is male child, he can find a job, feed us food in future. If it is a female, it will not care us and will go to other family. So they do not want to have female children.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

     High fertility- 

(7). They earn and give food to us. If one does not give food, at least another one gives.


(8). Children earn and give us.

(7). After they grow up, who will give food for us. If more children are there, one or the other will see us. If we have only two we should rely on those two only. 


Low fertility- 


(8). They want only one or two.

(7). Poor people have fewer children, because they should get married and spend. 

(8). They do not have good economic condition, so they have less children.

(7). Some have more children even if they are not rich.

(8). They are not rich. They go for daily wage work and give food.    

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

      Higher fertility 

(7). “My God! They have so many children. I do not know why they had so many children?” like that people tell. So that time, we feel hurt.

(4). If 3 or 4 children are there, people tell, “Why they have so many children?”

      Lower fertility 

(7). Good. They have only two children. They will become rich. That is planned. Why to have so many children?

(g) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(8). If we are rich also, we do not have more children, less only.

5. FAMILY PLANNING

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(5). What nurse tells is, if you have two children, you can lead a better life.

(10). We know operation, nothing else is known.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(4). We don’t know about that.

(3). They would have gone before 15 years.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(7). We go to Villupuram

(8). We have to go to Villupuram

(6). People go to Villupuram and Thirukkovilur. They care us well.

(8). They take care us well.

(5). I had gone before 5 months. We have to spend more money. They get money.

(2). In all the places, they get money. If somebody is there with the patient, we have to get a token for Rs. 5/-. In the morning, Rs. 5/-, and again in the evening another Rs. 5/-.

(5). It costs around Rs. 1000/-

(2). In government hospitals.

(5). No money for operation and all. For emergency cases, they get money.

(8). For operation, we have to spend Rs. 2000/-

(3). In government it won’t be so much. For delivery it costs about Rs. 2000/-. If we go for operation, it comes to Rs. 200 or 300/-.

(3). 3 days, we have to stay there for laparatomy.

(7). For tubectomy, we have to stay for 7 days. For laparatomy, we can come home on the same day or after one day.

(3). For tubectomy, 7 days and for laparatomy, the same day they send us home.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(6). With nurse (VHN).

(7). Nurse visits house to house. We have to ask nurse only.

(8). We ask at home.

(7). If mother-in-law is there at home, or father-in-law and husband, we do discuss with them before going to operation (sterilization).

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(7). They advise to have two more children, but we refuse. Some times we listen to their words.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(7). Nurse only will tell.

(6). Nurse who visits the village tells all details about FP. She advices, “Why do you have so many children? You stop with two and come for operation”.

(8). VHN comes once in a month.

(7). She comes on 16th of every month.

(6). Some do that, some do not.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS

(a) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?
(7). Both study according to their wish. How can we discriminate in food? Both would be treated equally. 
(b) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(5). Female child only

(3). Male child only. How can female child help?

(5). Both male and female children help.

(3). Does female child do for us? She comes to see where ever she is? Whether beats or ill-treat us, son only takes care of us till the end of our life. If females get married, they do all customs. They present saree for us. They buy for us something we want. They take us to hospital. If one time they scold or beat also, one time they come and see us.

(8). Some do all things for parents.

(6). If parents are ill, they take them to hospital.

 (e) At what age children start earning?

(3). They start earning at the age of 15. Some go even at 10 years of age and earn in a hotel.


(7). They go at 10 years of age to work in a hotel.


(3). They go to hotel or some shops. 

(7). They earn and responsibly give it to sisters, parents. Some return without working

       there.    

(3). In all the communities, it is like that. At least in our community, boys wander without going for work. In other communities, boys are active.

(6). They wander. They earn, spend it, by seeing cinema and come back.

(3). Both males and females are like that. After marriage only, they realise that.  

(7). Father is there, mother is there, they earn for us, so we can earn and spend lavishly like that. They think, we wished for a boy and thereby, it is our responsibility to look after them. 

(3). Yes, it is our wish only. We would tell that we want a boy.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(3). They can study up to 12th standard, or up to 15 years of their age.

(7). They study up to 10th or 12th standard.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(8). Yes, however, with great difficulty. But parents want to educate the children. 

(7). We educate both boys and girls, if they are interested to study.

(6). Both are sent to school.

(4). Both are educated up to their wish.

(3). To be frank, up to 8th standard, they are sent to school.

(3). We have to go out even for that level of education.

(6). Here, it is up to 5th standard only.

(3). However, with difficulty, if they study up to 5th or 6th   or al least they are able to put signature. .

(5). My daughter studied up to 3rd standard, but she does not know how to write her name. 

(c) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(6). Those who have property, share among the children. 

(8). They give lands, cattle, house. Those who have can give. Otherwise, we depend upon our hands only.

(7). With our hands, we earn property and build houses.

(d) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(8). All types of help.

(5). They should earn and give food to us.

(6). If they earn and give, parents can get.

(7). If they earn and give, we can build house.

(e) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(8). Some want.

(6). They want to live together. Some want to live separately.

(5). Some live separately because their children mistreat them. So they want to live separately.

(6). They want to live with male children only.

(8). Some live with sons and few live with daughters also.

(5). Yes some live with sons and some live with daughters.

Focus Group Discussion-16
Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy)-Female-Old (Age 35+ Years)
Table A. 16

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.     Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.           Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Kasammal 
	52
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	5
	5

	2
	Audhilakhmi
	51
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	8
	6

	3
	Dhailnayaki
	50
	IL
	NA
	AL
	NA
	HUT
	5
	5

	4
	Veerammal
	38
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	5
	Angalamma
	42
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	5
	5

	6
	Kuppu
	55
	IL
	IL
	AL
	CUL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	7
	Rathnambal
	55
	3
	4
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	4
	3

	8
	Jayalakshmi
	59
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	7
	3


Note: Parti. = Participant of the FGD; NA = Not Applicable because the Participant may be Widowed/

          Separated and thereby, spouse is not there; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agricultural

         Labourer; MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(6). It is worse off.

(4). It is worse. Now, it is worse.

(2). It is worse.

(6). How can we say about other communities? All castes are like that only.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?
(6). Production and consumption are more or less at the same level. Earlier, the cost of living was different (somewhat low). Now, it is very high.

(2). Wages and income are not sufficient to meet the expenditure. Then, from where the development takes place?  

(6). Cost of living at that time was different. Now, it is high. We get Rs. 20/- as wage, rice is Rs. 15/- per kg, then for side dishes it gets over. Sometimes it is not sufficient.

(4). It is not sufficient. If we get Rs. 20/-, it is not enough for rice and side dishes. Earlier, even if we get Rs. 2, we can eat satisfactorily. Now, if we earn Rs. 20/-, it is not enough for rice and side dishes. We get debts and debts. Then, where to save?

(c) Agriculture?

(2). As the time goes, agriculture is nothing, where is the production?

(6). Without rains, production is less. Now, agricultural production is less than earlier.

(2). The same crops are cultivated as before. Now, production is not there. Without rain, everything is getting dried.

(d) Housing conditions?

(2). Yes, houses are built. Whatever the difficulty is there, people build houses.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

(2). No change in food. Earlier, people used to take “Kool”. Now, people eat rice and vegetables. No problem in that. Agricultural production is not there because of no rain.

(6). That is the only complaint, no sufficient rain for the last 3-4 years.

(e1)  Drinking water

(2). Drinking water is not sufficient. We get salt water. Now, tank water is supplied. It comes one day and it is stopped another day.

(1). Earlier, we used to take from wells. It was nice. Now, it has become salty water.

(f) Schooling?  

(2). School is there.

(5). It is not government school. It was built by foreigner (a priest).

(g) Health facilities?

(4). No facilities in our village.

(5). No hospital in this village, we have to go to Kandachipuram or Villupuram.

(6). We have to go to Mugaiyur

(5). We should go to Kandachipuram, spending Rs. 50/- or Rs. 100/-. 

(h) Transport facilities?

(3). Nothing is there

(5). Nothing is there. No facility for our village

(4). We should go to Melvalai to get a bus. Otherwise, we have to walk.

(i) Entertainment?
(2). Those who have TV, watch TV. Poor people go to work and sit just like that. That is no entertainment.

(6). What work is there? If we get work, we go. Otherwise go to Madras or else go to nearby towns. Those who have TV, watch TV. Those who do not have TV, just sit like that.

(j) Clothing 

(5). No change.

(2). Earlier, people used to wear cotton dresses. Now, terlin and polyester dresses.

(3). Earlier, saree was given in ration shop. Now, it is not there. 

(4). Now, in ration shops, it is given for money. Earlier, it was free. Now, it is         Rs. 50/- for one saree, one dhoti cost is Rs. 50/-.

(6). One kg. of rice is Rs. 6/-. From next month onwards, it may go to Rs. 9/-. All prices are going up like that, but not reducing.
2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

Please tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?) 
(2). Educated women, go like that.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(2). One respects, another may not. One worships mother, another asks is she my mother?

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(2). That’s what I told. One takes care and another does not.

(3). Earlier, they listen to father’s and mother’s words. Now, they do not.


(2). We should leave on their way. They do not listen to our words.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(2). Nobody does for us like government. If we go and tell, it is kept for one month in pending.

(1). They come for vote. But they do not do anything for our village.  

(2). They want to cheat the poor people. They are not helping the poor.

(1). They get votes, by asking, “Please cast me your vote, please cast me your vote.” We should not cast our votes hereafter.

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(2). Those who are in good status, if the girl is asked for marriage as soon as they attained puberty, they hesitate. But poor people have to sit just like that. They marry at very low ages, even before attaining puberty or immediately after attaining puberty. Some marriages are done at 20 or 21 years of marriage. Marriages are done at young ages also.

      (3). In 18 or 19 years, marriages are performed. 


(2). Some girls are stopped from school and get married.


(3). Yes.

(2). All are doing like that. Those who have money, allow the daughters to study, those who do not have money arrange marriage of their daughters. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?
(2). Rich people give dowry, whereas poor people give 1 or 2 sovereigns. Caste is also considered. If educated, education is also looked into; if illiterates, they have to marry illiterates.    

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(2). If wanted, marriages are done among relatives. Otherwise, marry outside the blood relationship. Now, marriages among relatives are less. Now, nobody does that. Many go for outside marriages only.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(6). It is according to the richness (economic status of the family).

(5). One (or) two sovereigns and vessels something like that 

(2). Other marriage expenditures are by boy’s family. 

(3). Earlier, boy’s family used to provide jewels and marry.

(2). Now, girl’s family has to give jewels. How much this dowry system affects the girls?

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(2). In some families, two or three are there.

(4). How can we say that? In one family, 10 may be there, in another family 4 children may be there. Many families have 4 or 5 children. Some families have one or two children only. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(2). Better to have two children.

(4). Having one child is better.

(2). Whether it is male or female.

(4). What ever it is, it is good.

(3). Better to have two children.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.
(2). Now more diseases are there for children and many children are dying. 

(6). Then and there, children are taken to hospitals.

(2). Earlier, we did not go to government hospitals. We use medicine leaves only.

(5). It was cured by medicinal leaves.

(2). Now, if we go to hospital today, we have to go tomorrow also.

(5). Frequently, we have to go to hospitals.

(2). In our days, I am telling really, only medicines made out of leaves are used. We do not use these hospital medicines. 

(4). Child mortality is less. That time it was high. Births are less, deaths are also less. That time, people had many children and deaths were also high.

(3). It was high at that time.

(4). Diseases were also high that time. Now, it is not there. If we go to hospital now, immediately it is treated. 

(6). Now, it is high.

(4). Now though it is more, we are able to treat.

(6). Though it was more that time, we used to crush the leaves and give. Now, we take to hospital, so more diseases.

(4). Yes, in the recent past, diseases are more.

(6). How can you say, now it is less, not more?

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(2). It is better to have two children. No method was there to stop the childbearing that time. If it would have been there, we would have made use of these, but they were not there.       

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

     
High fertility- 

(2). Now people know about FP. That time FP was not there. So we had so many children. Now FP is there, so it has been reduced. Those who do not have education have more children. Educated have 2 or 3 children. No other reason. Illiterates have more children.

(3). How can we say like that? It is their wish, they have more children.


(2). They would have children according to their wish. Some changed their attitudes some do not. They ask, “Are you going to give food to my children?” Some want to stop with one or two children. It is their wish. People were not aware in those days. Now, FP methods are there. We did not know how to stop the children. Now, awareness is there. I felt for not having a daughter, I had only sons. After waiting for long time, I got a female at 5th birth. That time, no awareness for controlling the number of children.


Low fertility- 


      (3). Because of poor economic conditions, they have less number of children.

(2). If they are rich, why do we stop with two children. Those who are not able to bring up, have two children. Two are enough.  


(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(5). Both boys and girls are treated equally.

(3). If they have 2 or 3 daughters, they want to have a son. They felt that it is better to have a son.

(2). If we die, son will send us in a proper way. So they want to have a son. Also, expenditure is less for boys.

(4). If we die, he will send us properly. It is better to have a boy. If there is a boy, he will earn for us, pour water for us and he will take us (when we die). If girls, we have to spend Rs. 50,000/- or Rs. 30,000/- as dowry. We have to borrow money and repay that. If male is there, he will get Rs.30,000/- and bring a girl to our home. That’s why boys are wanted.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

      Higher fertility 


(2). People disagree.

(3). Disagree, go for operation, why do you have so many children like that. Some say, it is my wish, why do you tell me to go for operation.


Lower fertility 


(4). They have two children or one child. “They will be rich”. 

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(2). Rich people also think, it is enough to have 2 or 3 children. Now, if one or two goes (dies) in between, people think, it is okay. 

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(2). We do not know much about that.

(5). We know about operation only. Other things we do not know.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(2). We don not know. May be, they would have gone 10 years back. 

(1). It was even earlier than that. We should ask, those who had gone.

(2). In our village, after operation, they have children. She had two daughters after that. They thought, what we can do, if next is also a female, and went for operation. After that they got male baby and again went for operation. That boy, grown up and went to school, after that it died. Then again she has two daughters and a son. They did not want child and went for FP. But after that she got 3 children.

(4). It happened just before 4 or 5 years.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(4). Mostly we have to go to Villupuram or Thirukkovilur for such services. 

(2). Those who had gone, know about that. We did not go, so we do not know.

(6). It seems that there is a good care at Thirukkovilur, but not in Villupuram government hospital.

(4). For all, money, money, money only.

(6). For token, Rs. 5/-.

(5). For injection Rs. 10/-. For each work Rs. 10/- like that. 

(2). For namesake it is government hospital, but for all the things bribing only. For one delivery, we have to take Rs. 500/- or Rs. 600/-. 

(4). Without Rs.1,000/- you should not go there. 

(d) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(5). We have four children, we used to advise, it is enough to have 3 or 4 children.

(2). We advise to have 2-3 children. They do follow that.

(e) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(2). Nurse only tells and takes us for FP.

(5). If anaemic, they advise us to take egg, green leafy vegetables for some days and take us. Otherwise, they ask us to come on the 7th day. She takes us to Villupuram hospital for hand operation or current operation. If laparatomy, they send us immediately. Otherwise, we have to stay for 7 days. 

(f) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.
(5). I do not know about abortion.

(2). Abortions are not there. Not before or now. It is not in our area. 

(g) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(2). We do not know about that.

(4). When it was not there for females, it was done for males.

(5). Nothing like that.

(2). We do not know about that. We did not go for that, we did not see also.

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(5). Boy’s birth is celebrated.

(2). Yes, they want to enjoy their children’s birth.

(6). Because it is a boy baby, they want to celebrate.

(2). Girl baby’s birth is also celebrated.

(4). Girl baby’s birth is also celebrated. For boys also, it is celebrated.

(5). Whatever is there, males have a high value. Females are hated.

(6). Children means all are children. Why females are not wanted? Both are our children.

(5). Girl goes to another house. Boy will be with us. That is why, some discriminate.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(2). No. no. it is not there in our village.

(5). People tell that they go for check-up. That too, they tell, they go for a check-up, whether the foetus is a male or female. That also, now-a-days, it is not revealed. Government law has come. We do not know about that. We did not go to see. My children also did not go.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?
(2). Girls are also sent to school. Boys are also sent to school. Both are educated equally. No special treatment in education based on the gender background of the child.     

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?
(2). Both the children will help. They earn and give food to father and mother. What other help? From 18 years they start earning.

(6). Yes, from 18 years or 20 years boys will earn.

(2). Why? Some children start working even at 10 years of age.

(5). From 18 or 19 years, they start earning. For females, it is 17-19. Because of         poverty, they have to go for work; sometimes at very early ages also. In all the communities, it is done like that only. Rich people do not send their daughters. But poor people, i.e., who are in the condition that if they earn only, they can eat; otherwise, they have to starve, use to send their children for work at very young age.

      (5). In all the communities, it is like that only.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(2). People think that their children should study well. But where are they studying?

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(2). They are ready to spend. But the children do not study.

(3). At least by doing wage work, they want to educate their children. But they have to study you know?

(2). Both males and females are educated.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(2). It is their fate. We do not thing of jobs and all. It is our duty to educate them.

(6). Something like to get a teacher job or so.

(1). Even if we give money (bribe), we do not get jobs.

(2). See, they have studied, but no job, what to do? He is working in a private bus. For about 10 years. Government does not give a job for him. They ask money. Where do we go for money to give them?

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.).

(2). Yes, whatever the property they have. Mostly lands only.

(6). House and landed property. 

(2). Land and house are given. For females, they should go with the dowry given. 
(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(3). Those who can manage, do not expect, those who are not able to manage, expect that their children should earn and provide food for them.

(2). Those who are able to earn, earn and eat. Those who cannot go for work, expect that their children will provide food.

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?
(2). Yes, with son. Many sons do want their father and mother should live with them and of course, a few also do not want like that. Parents also want to live together. But children do not want. If they are like that, how long can they adjust/whether female or male, parents live with the child who give them food.

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(2). Those who can not do, ask the children to do. Those who can, they do on their own. Females only work. Males also help if daughters are not there. In some houses, if daughters are not there sons are helping.

(6). Both are helping. One son joined with his wife’s family. He said it is my wish why should I answer for your questions?

(2). In my family, it is happening. He said he does not want mother and went off. Another son wanted us and gives food for us. 

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

(2). Yes. It is less only.

(3). It is less.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(2). We do not know about that. How can we say which we do not know?

(3). We do not know whether literates or illiterates. It is their wish to have any number of children. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(2). It is in educated families and also uneducated families. What to do? Their wish is that. It is enough to have two children. It is enough if we earn for them and save for them. Some think that, if one child does not look after them, another may do that.

(3). I did not study. My husband also did not study anything. We ourselves stopped with 3 children, no matter whether educated or not.

(5). It is up to their wish.   

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?).

(5). We do not know.

(3). Those who do daily wage work.

(6). Those who go for some job, like Christians, have less children. Those who do not go for jobs have more children.

(2). We do not know about that. We have not gone outside this village. Some women go for meeting. We did not go for any meeting. We do not know anything about that.   

(e) Are these people influencing villagers?

(2). We do not know. We sit at home? What do we know?

(3). Those who go out for work, learn from seeing others. After seeing them, they act according to their wish.

(f) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?
(3). Why like them? We have to stop the number of children according to our income. It is better to have 2 or 3 children.

(6). It is better to have one or two children only, which is feasible for us now. 

Focus Group Discussion-17
Roman Catholics-Male- Old (Age 40+ Years)

Table A. 17

Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.     Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.           Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Antonydoss 
	50
	IL
	IL
	AL
	AL
	HUT
	4
	4

	2
	Irudhayanathan
	49
	1
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	7
	6

	3
	Santhiyavu
	40
	IL
	8
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	4
	4

	4
	Antonysamy
	44
	5
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	3
	3

	5
	Yesudoss
	45
	8
	8
	AL
	AL
	MWTR
	3
	2

	6
	Joseph
	57
	5
	5
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	4
	3

	7
	Devadoss
	40
	IL
	7
	AL
	AL
	BWTR
	3
	2


Note:
Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; AL = Agricultural Labourer


MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof; BWTR = Bricks Wall and Tiles / RC Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(5). Since people go for daily wage work, there is some development in the recent past than earlier.

(2). Not much development is there. It is deteriorating day-by-day. No development as such. Education is also less.

(1). In our village, nobody has got good education and job.

(6). Sky had become dry (no rain). So it is difficult.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?
(5). Not much change. Take me, I am going for work and working very hard, going out and earning. Did I build concrete or tiled house? This is the situation. Other than that, there is no change. We do not get any help from the government.

(c) Agriculture?

(3). In agriculture, it is mostly loss only, no profit.

(5). In agriculture, government is giving that loan, this loan, etc. But members of this village (Oduvankuppam) do not get any help.


(2). As far as we know, we did not get any help from the government.

(3). Because of no well irrigation, we depend on rain only. If it rains even onetime, we sow and wait. But there will not be further rains and the crops will dry up. Whatever spent from our hands for wages, we have to lose only. 

3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's        schooling on marriage age.

(5). Now, girls mostly marry at the age of 18 years only.

(4). 20 years. According to our tradition, only after 18 years, marriage should take place.

(3). In RC, at 18 years only, girls get married. For males, it is 22 years and for females, it is 18 years. Date of birth is there in the Church. If we lie also, they check it from there. 

(1). All births are registered.

(5). It is not common in Hindus.

(3). Though government order is there, nobody follows it.

(5). Why Hindus are doing like this? They have 4 children. That too, if all the 4 are females, they will see that their first daughter should get married at 16 years, because other 3 daughters are there. Neighbours may talk differently, so they get married at early ages.      

(b) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(5). Whatever may be the caste, if one likes, according to our religion, they should get married. If one does not like, they should not get married.

(1). No uncle-niece or any consanguineous marriages in our community.

(5). Yes, uncle-niece marriages in our community. In other communities it is there.

(3). Sister’s daughter is married to brother. Younger sister’s daughter is married to uncle. It is not our custom?

(c) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(1). Not much dowry in our community.

(5). Those who are rich, give dowry.

(3). Yes, rich people give.

(5). Poor people do not give. According to one’s status, dowry is given, considering the status only they ask the girl for marriage.

(2). It is up to girl’s family. No demand. If they demand, we do not give our daughter to them. We search for the alliance according to our status.

(1). It is according the status.

(5). Now in this village, more dowry is given. In early days, people go and search for the families and marry. For one marriage, one set of footwear would tear off. Now, the world has changed and now, they tell if you give so many sovereigns, then only, I will marry your daughter.

(2). Now, girl’s family should spend Rs. 50,000/-.

(5). Yes, it may come even to one lakh rupees.

(1). However, we restrict; it will come to one lakh rupees.

(5). Other expenditures are met by boy’s family. For food and all, boy’s family should spend, but not girl’s family.

(1). Whether he is rich or poor, he has to spend.

4.  NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(5). In my family, there are two children.

(3). I have four children.

(1). I have 6 children. In one family10 members are there.

(5). Now, it is not high. Now, it is 5 or 4 or 3 or 2.

(2). It is going to be less hereafter. In our days, in anticipation of getting sons, people got more and more children, so the number was high. Now, people stop with two children.

(1). Now, hospital facility is needed. No need of any other facility.

(5). From Ayandur, one nurse comes and sees for those who are going to deliver a baby, because of non-availability of hospital facilities, just 3 days before one women died without knowing the delivery time.

(1). If any illness to people, we have to take them to towns.

(2). We have to go by bicycle.

(3). Bicycle or Bullock cart.

(2). Even motor cycles are given to important persons only. If it is not there, we put them in a cot and take. 

 (3). Non-availability of medical facilities is the main reason for high fertility. People do not aware of going to hospitals outside.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(5). According to the present situation one or two only will be better. 

(2). Now, I am also thinking on those lines. We were not aware in those days. So we advise at least to our children

(6). Now-a-days, what ever you tell to younger generation, after marriage if they get one child, they go for operation.

(2). Main complaint is that there is no hospital in this village. 

(5). Priest advises us not to have more children. He preaches the people about the expenditure to be incurred for bringing up children and all.

(3). Main reason for this is illiteracy. Second reason is lack of hospital facility. These are the reasons for having 4 or 5 children.

(5). In our village, there is no teacher or educated people. Teacher comes from Mugaiyur. Nobody has studied in this village.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.
(5). Now it is high. Now many are dying. Main reasons are: there is no way for treatment if children caught up with diseases. If my wife is pregnant, there is no means for check-up and all. No nurse or doctor visits the village and check-up. Since there are no persons for check-up, they take some wrong medicine. So the child dies.

(3). If they come and check-up, they tell us the approximate date at which delivery will takes place, so that we can be careful. Here nobody comes and no facility to go also. They also keep quiet. When we go at that time (during labour pains), some things are happening.

(2). Children are dying. Because when we touch and see, fever would be there. By the time we reach the main road by walk, child would die.

(1). I tell about my child. It was moderate (fever) here, when we went there, it died. Why? There is no hospital and nobody to care of us. Before, I reached the road, it died.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(5). According to my opinion, one or two is enough.

(2). Two children are enough.

(6). Three are enough. According to present earnings and expenditure, if one       daughter in the family gets married, the family get ruined (because of dowry and other expenditure related to marriage, delivery, etc.).

(5). Those days, agricultural production was there. People lived in huts changed their house as tiled houses and then tiled houses changed into concrete houses. Now, there is no rain. What source is there for us to develop?

(2). 10 days before marriage, when we visit Church for prayer, our priest used to advises to have self control and stop with 2 or 3 children.     

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.


High fertility 

(2). Like uncivilized people, we do not have other work, when we are at home. Winter season what can we do? Are we going out for work or office? Nothing. Then what to do? We are sitting inside the house. Having no work is the main reason for high fertility.

(6). Without awareness, people had more children.

(5). If there is large number of children, each one can fight with one another. They steal or earn and give money.

(1). No awareness.

(5). If more children are there, they will go for fighting and also earn more. If only one, it will not go for anything.

(2). Now people think not to have more than two. What one lady did two years before you know? She had one daughter and one son. So she had undergone FP. The next day, son died. What can she do? She went and asked the doctor. Whether there is a way to get a son again? She is rich. She paid Rs. 5,000/- and got operated (re-canalization). Then she got a male child. She paid Rs. 10,000/-. Then she under went FP. What can poor people do? Those who are rich can do like that. If poor people go, there would be no child. Now, everybody is careful about this.

(3). So they live like that and have more children.

Low fertility 

(2). Why two children nowadays? “We have to educate our children as much as we can”. Like that people think and limit their children.

(1). In those days itself, when I got first baby, I had decided to stop with two. My son is 13 years old. That time, itself I thought that one more is enough to support this one. No need of going for one more. I am not rich. No body is there to help me. If one more is there, how can we earn and manage. But later, I had fallen ill. So, I asked my wife to go for FP and decided not to have anymore child.

(3). Opinion is that two children are enough, whether it is male or female two are        enough.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(6). If I die, my son will get all rights, property, family lineage, etc. Daughter has to go to in-law’s place. That is why, we need a male child. No other reason.

(3). It is given. Importance is given to son. 

(5). Money is spent on male only. We will get our daughter married and send her to husband’s house. If we send them to places like Bangalore/Madras, sons are here. They only will get money from somewhere and perform his duties. She will not be here. He (son) only has to give message to her. So males are given importance.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?


Higher fertility 

(5). “Without rains, land gets dry. Even in such a condition he is getting so many children”, people talk like that.

(3). We think like that in our heart only. If we tell something, they start fighting. They ask, “Are you giving money for food?” “Did you ever give a glass of water to my child? Then why do you ask about number of children?” They speak like that. When I went to Madras, one advocate has 6 children. I asked him, “Why do you have so many children?” He told me, “I am earning, why you asked about that?” Then I said “sorry” to him.   

Lower fertility 

(3). Nobody thinks anything. They talk in a proud manner.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(5). Even if money is there, self control should be there.

(3). When our ANM, comes and asks, “How many children do you have?” If I tell 4, she scolds us, “What energy do you have to rear so many children?” and she takes us to hospital and gets it operated without knowing to our husband. So, many have changed.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(5). We do not know anything, we talk about that, we do not know.

(3). It is told that operation is done. People talk about taking tablets, then Nirodh brand name for Condom), Copper-T, etc. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(3). It was about 18 years back, FP had started in this village.

(6). 10- 5 years back. 

(3). No, about 20 years back.

(2). In 1975. That time 9 persons had gone; all men only.

(5). For males, it was long back.

(2). 9 persons, they were 60-65 years old. Another man underwent FP operation two times, but had two children. Then, in the year 2000, females went for FP and limited with two children.

(5). Two females got twins after FP. Then, what is the use for going to FP?

(2). That time, they gave Rs. 60/- for the a person who adopt tubectomy. Later they gave Rs. 100/-.  

(c) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(2). They use to advise.

(5). Now-a-days, parents tell, “Why do you go for so many children? Think of the present situation”.
(6). They advise definitely. Most of us followed.

(5). In our community it is controlled. In the Church, priest, in the village, at all       the places, our community has controlled. In Hindus, who controls? 5 or 6 children are there. Among RCs, 75 families were there. Now it is 100. Among Hindu SCs, it was 55 and now it is 85. Production is like that.

(2). Here, we have co-operation, what help we get from the government? Otherwise, there is a co-operation among Roman Catholics. 

(5). There is a religious differential between Hindus and RCs. But we have              co-operation, if the case of any emergency, we go. Like that they also come. But in matters related to fertility there is no co-operation.

(3). If we caught up in some fight, they come for help. Like that, if they caught up also, we go for help. Now government houses are built for them. So, we thought, “O.K. let them build this time next time we will see”.
(2). I am RC by birth. In certificate, it is Adi Dravida Christian.

(6), (3). SC only.

(2). Religion changed, now Christian only. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.
(2). Abortion is more now-a-days.

(5). Some are known. Some are not known. It is there.

(2). That is, after two children, they think that it is not good to have more children       and stop it.

(5). Due to premarital relationships also, it is happening. Some think, “Let the children be there”. And do not go for abortion.

(2). If somebody goes for abortion, all children in that street get diarrhoea. So,       what mothers would say? She, has gone and cleaned her stomach, our       children are suffering like that. Because of this, now abortions are in the       hospitals only.  

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(5). Nothing like that.

(1). Not like that.

(3). Now-a-days nobody is doing like that. No traditional methods. 

8. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less      and less children than before?

(2). It is less.
(5). It has been reduced.

(3). In some families, it is slightly high.

(5). That too, because he would have cultivated more. So they leave just like that.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

(5). I cannot tell that.

(2). We can say, it is there. Two persons were there with only one child.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

(2). Now, it is in the middle stage. In earlier days, they were not educated.

(5). According to the present condition, illiterates have more children. 

(2). I am uneducated and I have six children, what can I do? My right leg is broken. Now, I am thinking that I have done wrong. What is there in my hands to rear six children?  

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
(5). It can’t be told who have more children in Tamil Nadu. I know about my village only. Now, in this, one week, I came to know that children are more in Oduvankuppam.

(2). Scheduled Tribes have more children. They do not know about modernization. Now they would have realized, but otherwise, it is high among them.

(5). Hindus have more children; that too, among SCs, not among BCs and MBCs.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

(2). In our community (RC), now people think that two are enough.

(5). In our community, only one person has large number of children. They do       construction work. 

(2). In other communities, it is there. In Iyer (Brahmin) community, if 4 brothers are there, only one has one child. Property of the four will be inherited by him, but he doesn’t have a child. They adopt a child, if they have fewer children. Among        Brahmins, growth is less. Reddiars are equal to us. 

(3). Among Muslims, it is high.


(2). “When one chid is fed the breast milk, another is at her stomach (pregnancy)” that is Muslims. 

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

(5). Literates know from them. Illiterates do not.

(2). I worked at Madras in more than 10 houses. In all the houses, children are lesser in number.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

(5). Now the controlling for children is at a moderate level. Because they go to work outside, so they decide to stop the number of children.

(1). Now they themselves changed. “Peththu pottutta kollikattula killi thinrathukku onnum kedaiyathu” (If produce more children, nothing is there to feed them from agriculture). So they decide to control the children.

(2). Now there is a fear. From the 1st date of this month, they are going to stop the pass (free pass to school children) it seems. 

(5). Earlier, without planning, we gave birth to children. Government was helping and gave free pass to boys, now the Government is going to stop. So people have reduced the number of children.
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Background Information about the FGD participants

	Sl. 

No.
	Name of the Participant
	Age


	Schooling
(in no. of years)

Parti.   Spouse
	Occupation

 Parti.        Spouse
	Type of House


	No. of Children

Ever       Living

Born

	1
	Maheswari
	18
	5
	10
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	1
	1

	2
	Kumari 
	23
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	3
	Rosslin
	32
	8
	10
	HW
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	3

	4
	Arokkiya Julie
	24
	6
	10
	CUL
	LGW
	HUT
	2
	2

	5
	Alfonsa
	34
	IL
	IL
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	3
	2

	6
	Jessinda
	23
	12
	9
	CUL
	CUL
	MWTR
	1
	1

	7
	Palaniammal
	20
	IL
	5
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	0
	0

	8
	Brinda Mary
	21
	10
	10
	CUL
	Driver
	BWTR
	1
	1

	9
	Jayanthi
	25
	6
	9
	CUL
	CUL
	HUT
	2
	2

	10
	Pelsi Devanayaki
	22
	IL
	10
	CUL
	Di. Ser
	MWTR
	4
	3


Note: 
Parti. = Participant of the FGD; IL – Illiterate; CUL = Cultivation; Dis = Difference Services 

MWTR = House made with Mud Wall and Tiles Roof. 

1. CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

(6). Now there is much development than before.

(4). There is some development.

(3). Earlier, there were many illiterate people in our village. Now people have gone up to B. Sc., 10th, 9th, 12th like that. Earlier, people were starving. Now, they earn and eat. Huts have been developed in to concrete houses.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

(3). Some rich people are there. They are in a good level.

(1). Poor also are there.

(4). Rich people are there. Those who had gone out and earned something also are there.

(c) Agriculture?

(5). No development in agriculture. For the past 4 years, no proper cultivation.

 (10). During these four years, nothing is there.

(5). One in 100 has agriculture.

(3). They do agriculture. But they do not have money even for food. Expenditure is more.

(5). No profit in that.

(4). If it rains only.

(3). In other areas, river water is there. They irrigate with motor pumps. No such things in our village. Here, main plantations are paddy, groundnut, Ragi (Finger millet) and Kambu (Pearl Millet). Some people who have water in well raise sugarcane. Not to that level in this village.

(d) Housing conditions?

(5). It is changed.

(7). It is according to their economic condition; it is changed into tiled house, or concrete house.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

(5). No change in that. They work hard and have a house in front of others (for prestige sake), that’s all. People eat ration rice. They buy that rice for Rs. 6/- and eat. No change in that. For all the three times, ration rice only.

(3). Earlier, Kambu (Pearl Millet) and Ragi (Finger millet) was taken. Kali was prepared out of that. Vada is prepared. Now, ration rice is taken for all the three times, Kambu (Pearl Millet) is not used.

(4). Kambu (Pearl Millet) is not used.

(3). That is the change in food.

(e1)  Drinking water.


(4). There is change in drinking water.


(3). Earlier, we had to fetch water from wells and filter that with a cloth.


(4). Now, river water comes from Thirukkovilur.

(3). It did not come for two days. It comes for one day, another day, it does not come. Since 3 years it has been coming.

(5). Since one year.

(4). For the last two years.

(2). No, from 2½ years.

(5). No, two years. For the past two years only, river water has been coming.

(7). The Pennaiyar.

(f) Schooling?   

(3). In our village, one school is there. In that school only two teachers are working. That school is not good. For 3rd, 4th and 5th standards, one teacher and other two standards are handled by another teacher. What they are going to teach and where is the development to children? School facility is in very poor and pathetic condition. Facility is there up to 5th standard.

(7). Here one school and another one in Melvalai (Panchayat Village). It is for Melvalai. There also, it is up to 5th standard.

(g) Health facilities?

(4). It is not in this village. We have to go out for about 5 km. otherwise doctor comes in the morning and evening. For major illness, we have to go to Kandachipuram.

(3). One government doctor comes, once in a month.

(7). Nurse only. Not doctor.

(4). While administering polio drops or for check-up, doctors come, that’s all. On the other days, they do not come.

(h) Transport facilities?

(3). Transportation is very bad for us. If bus comes, we will go; otherwise we have to

       walk down. 

(4). We have to go to main road and get a bus.

(3). Only one bus is available. It comes at 8.30 in the morning and 5.30 in the evening. That’s all, otherwise private bus (TKT) comes. It goes to Thirukkovilur. It is there at 8.30 a.m., 10.30 a.m., 1.30, 2.30 and 7.30 p.m. That’s all. One government doctor comes, once in a month. This facility is there for the last 10 years.

(7). Only one bus comes from 10 years before.

  (10). If the bus does not come, we go on foot. We have to walk 2 kms. to go to main         road. 

(4). This side also 2 kms. That side also 2 kms.

(3). If people are severally ill, we have to carry them in a cot and walk down to the nearest town.

(i) Entertainment?

(3). What entertainment? Go for work, watch TV. That is the entertainment.

(5). No other games.

(4). People play “Dhayam” (Playing Dice in traditional form).

(j) Clothes 

(4). It is changed.

(3). People developed in that.

(2). Much change.

(4). Much change in that.     

2. SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

Please tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

(3). In this village, they are in good condition.

(4). Earlier, no women was sent outside.

(7). No harassment against women now, as it was earlier.

(4). They can go out freely and come back. Without liberty, how can they go?

(3). Now generally, women have more roles in day-to-day affairs.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

(5). It is changed.

(3). There are lots of changes.

(7). Children have changed as the time passes.

(3). Earlier, children used to pass stools where they are standing now if we tell them to go out, they go out. If we ask them to go for schools, they get ready and go. Earlier, they do not take back and adamant, now it has been changed. They themselves get up, brush the teeth, take bath and go to school.

(3). According to the behaviour of parents, children also behave.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

(3). How can we generalize? We can tell about our house. How elders are respected end carted these are all, they only know.

(8). Now respect, is more than 10 years before.

(4). Sometimes, elders are opposed. That is also there. We can not tell that.

(8). Compared to earlier, now-a-days elders are taken care of well.

(d) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
(5). In some villages, there is no help.

(3). In our village no contact between government and us.

(5). No one knows where this village is? They know only about our village when they

       seek for vote.

(3). We do not get any help from government. Even this school was build under the Christian management. We do not have any help from government. Ration rice is supplied.  

(5). That too, we buy with our money and eat.

(4). For that also, prices have raised. We have to go and rush is there always.

(3). That rice is not good in quality and difficult to eat in the recent past. Good quality rice is sold outside. We get only the bad quality rice.
3. MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age

(3). I got married at 18 years of age. Now-a-days, in our community, girls study up to 12th standard then go for training and then only get married. Some marry at 18 years some at 16 years also. That is love marriage.

(4). Now love marriages have become common, girls marry at very low ages.

(3). Arranged marriages are at 22 years only. Males marry at 35 and girls marry at 22, now girls do not get married as soon as they attain puberty.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

(3). Boys in government jobs. Some look into education background and whether he has a job or not. According to the girl’s education, match is found, economic status is also seen.

(5). Land, house-properties are seen.

(3). Caste and religion are looked into. Age also.

(4). People do not marry without seeing age.

(5). Economic status and complexion and beauty of the girl are also considered.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

(3). It is there.

(8). Yes, now it is more.

(5). Now, it is more than earlier.

(8). Now, it is less than earlier.

(3). Now, it is less.

(4). Earlier only, to cross-cousins, to uncles it was there. Now uncle-niece marriages become common.

(3). Sister’s daughter (uncle-niece), cross-cousins. That too, brother should be younger brother.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

(3). We do not have money for dowry. We do not have money to give more gold. But people expect.

(4). In most cases, the dowry will be given as ear studs and household items,

(3). Some rich people give five sovereigns of gold to girl. No money and all. 

(5). That is one in 100, those who have money only give 5 sovereigns. Poor people do not even give that.

(3). That is not there in this village. Giving two wheelers and all are not there in this village. Other marriage expenditures are shared by both boy’s and girl’s family.

(4). For household things for girls and jewellery girl’s family has to spend, other expenditures are by groom’s family only.

(3). Other expenditures are by groom’s family.

4. NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

(a) Actual number of children 

(3). Now all have one male and one female only.

(4). In those days, 5 or 7 or 8 were there. Even 12 were there.

(3). In my age group it is one or two, at the most three only.

(2). Rarely, one in 100 only has more number of children.

(5). Not much preferred, better to have one only.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

(3). Only one is enough in the present situation. Some have two, and not able to manage them. So it is enough to have one child.

(5). For my poor condition, I have two sons. I did not send one son to school. Only one is studying in 8th standard. Because I am not able to send both of them to school. I do not have money for that.

(3). Whether it is male or female, they have to undergo operation after two children.

(7). Whether it is male or female it does not matter.

(3). My family did not allow me to stop with one child. That is why, I got second child. Otherwise, my husband was ready to send me for operation. But earlier did not allow me.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity

(3). Now, it has been reduced.

(4). Reduced. Earlier children used to get fits and diarrhoea. Now it is not there.

(3). Not much as earlier.

(7). One nurse comes to the village every month. She gives injections correctly. So it is reduced.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

(4). It is better to decide.

(8). Better to decide.

(3). Only some take that decision. Some want to start a separate department.

(8). If they get continuously, female children, they want male child. In view of a preference to male child, people have more children.

(e) Reasons for high fertility.

(3). If more children are there at least they work in hotels and give food to us. That is why, we have large number of children.  

 (10). Some have that superstitious belief that children are god’s gift. But some do not want that many, what can we do for that?

(f) Reasons for low fertility.

(3). We can educated them in a better way. We can send them to a better job. Children should not face problems like what we face. His life should be good. So people want to have fewer children.

(5). If we have fewer children, we can live comfortably.

(g) Value of children (sons/daughters).

(3). Both are treated equally. No difference between male and female. It is not that males earn and give it to us. No difference in that. We treat boy and girl as our two eyes.

(8). You cannot say like that. If 4 or 5 females and only one male are there, male child is given a good care, and females are not as equal to males. 

(h) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

      Higher fertility



(2). They ask us, “I have children according to my wish, why should you interfere?”

(3). We used to told them, “Why in this poor economic condition, you have so many children”.

      Lower fertility 

(3). They tell, “It is good, it is a good time for you. With awareness, you went for operation with two children. We are in difficulty as we did not know that time about controlling children to a fewer extent”. 

(5). They tell that they are not aware of it that time.

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

(3). If we are rich also, we will have one child only. One child is enough according to the present condition. Without that one child also, we can lead a “jolly” life.

(7). It is better to stop with one child for the present condition. Some do not even want that also.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

(4). People go for operation.

(7). That’s all. Nobody knows about such things in this village.

(4). Nurse tells us. If you do not want child, you go for operation.

(8). They themselves come forward after 2 children to go for operation.

(3). Other than that noting is known.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

(3). When I was 12 years old, people had gone for operation. 

(4). They were taken to hospital by saying that government will give money for adopting FP.

(3). I suppose, 21 years back FP started in this village. 

(4). Balwadi teachers came and gave the money and took me for operation.

(3). They have given money, saree and rice.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

(4). Now people go by themselves.

(3). Yes, they go on their own for operation.

(5). Go to Thirukkovilur or Villupuram.

(3). People used to go to Thirukkovilur for laparatomy. No, one goes to Villupuram for hand operation.

(7). If we tell, nurses take us.

 (10). Good care is given only if we give money (bribe), otherwise, they do just like that. If we do not get beds, we have to bribe and then only we get admitted in a bed.
(3). We have to bribe for blood test, bed, etc. What tablets they give? Morning they give injection. If we give them money, they take care well; otherwise, they scold and tell, she does not have any other work.

(4). We have to take Rs. 500/- with us for operation.

(3). When I went, I spent about Rs. 500/-. That happened some 4 years back.

(7). Now, we have to take at least Rs. 1,000/- thinking that it is not our money.

(8). For delivery also, we cannot go without at least Rs. 1,000/-. If it is Rs.1,000/- for delivery in a government hospital, then think of operation (FP).

(7). Now, it costs Rs. 1,000/-.

(2). I had undergone before 3 years. It was Rs. 1,000 for me. 

(8). Now it may be for Rs. 1,500/-.

 (10). There also some want to bribe. Some want to do service without getting money.

(3). Some think that it is against God. That too, those who get government salary are not like that.

 (10). To change from stretches to bed, they ask money. It happened for me like that.

(3). All bribing only.

 (10). In government hospital, they ask Rs. 50/- to change from stretcher to operation          table.

(8). To know whether child is going to born in normal way, we have to give Rs. 50/-. Then only they tell that the child is going to be delivered in a normal way, otherwise they do not tell. Yes, for my son they told like that only.

(4). Nurse comes from Karanai (5 kms.).

 (10). She comes from Ayandhur.

(3). She is in Puthur. Now she is married and comes from Puthur. She does not get money. If we tell headache, or neck pain, she gives tablets.

(7). She gives tablets at anytime for anything.

(3). She gives we cannot tell any complaint on her.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.?

(7). Nurse.

(4). With nurse.

(7). Through nurse only, I had undergone operation.     

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

(3). Yes. At home, father-in-law and mother-in-law used to advice. “Why do you go with one child or two children? It is better to have more”. They tell like that. Then, we ask, “You had so many children, so we are facing difficulties. If we want our children to lead better life, we have to go for operation”.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

(3). I do not know what FP is? After delivery, on 3rd day, they told me, “Better, you undergo FP operation”. That’s all. I did not ask anybody. I did not ask because of fear that I may die. After that, one by one, people go for operation. After we come and tell how it is done, others also started to go and adopt FP. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

(5). We cannot say like that.

(2). Not much. It is happening rarely.

(8). Now, it has been reduced more than earlier. Earlier it was more.

(3). That time, they had 4-5. They did not want more children. So they had undergone abortion. Now it is not there.

(8). In this village, nobody goes for abortion in a hospital (induced). It is happening spontaneously.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

(8). Yes. It was there earlier. Now, it has been reduced.

 (10). Crumbled gingili is eaten.

(3). We do not know those things.

 (10). We do not know anything like that.

(8). For foeticide, people do many things, like gingili. For not becoming pregnant,         they do not know anything.      

6. BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

(2). It is there.

(8). Everybody is happy if male child is born.

(3). Both males and females are equal. Both are celebrated. Even birthdays are celebrated every year.

(8). Still, many are unhappy if it is a female child.

(7). In some houses, they are unhappy. Some feel that anyone is okay.

(2). People feel unhappy if there is more number of female children.

(8). If one or two are there, they do not feel for that. If 4 or 5 are there people feel for it.

(3). They think, how to educate them? How they can search for a groom? So they fear about all such things. 

(8). Now, the dowry is also high.

(3). If more female children are there people become detested. For males also it is like that for females also it is there.

 (10). I dislike my sons, because I have 3 sons.

(4). If sons are there, they want a daughter, if daughters are there they want a son.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

(4). No. it is not there.

(5). That is not there.

(3). Not happening.

     (b1) Female infanticide.


(4). It is not there.

(8). No, not at all.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

(4). No, now both females and males are educated equally.

(2). Now males are not educated. Females are educated.

           Why?


(3). In taking caring parents, daughters play a good role. Not sons.     

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

(5). In our community females only help.

(2). In our village, females help more.

(3). They clean the house, cook food, fetch water and wash clothes.

(5). They go for agricultural work, they go to sow coconut.

(3). Males also help. Males start working outside in 14 or 15 years ago. Those who go to schools do not work. Others start earning.

(4). They work in hotels or in some shops.

(3). Uneducated people work as construction workers. Even educated people are doing these jobs.

(4). Whatever they are able to do, they do it. Whether educated or uneducated, all are doing.

7. CHILDREN'S FUTURE

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

(4). At least better to educate up to 12th standard.

(2). In some houses, it is according to their economic condition.

(3). If they study up to 12th, we can educate even more than that.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

(8). In some families, they are ready. Poor people go according to their economic condition. They send up to 12th standard; after that for teacher training. Some send even beyond that.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

(2). They send children to any job.

(8). Mostly government jobs, teachers.

(3). Where is it? I want my son to study for doctor. He is now studying. But I do not know whether he will get seat that time. Even if we bribe, we won’t get a seat in Medical College.

(5). Even if we bribe, we do not get jobs.

(3). We should not expect that. When they study, for their development, they think and they decide. How can we think about it?

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

(4). Those who have property, give to all children. 

(3). Whatever they have, they divide it and give, whether it is dry land or wet land, all are shared; then cereals and pulses everything. They give to all their children equally, whatever they have.

(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

(7). Mostly expect that.

(4). Our complaint is that they do not give whatever they earn. That is monetary help is expected.

(3). If sons are working outside, if he earns Rs. 200, if he gives at least Rs.100, they think that they can get 4 kgs of rice end eat.

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

(3). Parents are expecting, but I do not know, what children are thinking. Parents want to live together.

(8). Only some parents want to live together.

(7). What some persons think is, one son takes care in one way, another in another way, so they want to live separately.

(3). If in one family, there are one female and two sons, they leave the sons and would like to stay with daughter’s family. If they want to live with sons, they live with one son.

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

(4). In agriculture, for ploughing like that, people expect help.

(8). Some help in the field, taking food to fields like that. All children.
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Palanisamy – Male – Kongu Vellala Community (Backward Caste) – 

 








            Age 65 Years


He is currently Panchayat President who has been elected 2 years back. Though he has political affiliation to MDMK party, he tries to help all the people in the village. His major work is cultivation, in addition to extracting butter from raw milk in 4-5 places in the village and in near by villages. Earlier, he did finance business at various places of Tamil Nadu. Now his sons do it at Nagarkoil and Tuticorin. He has 3 children, one daughter and two sons. He had studied up to 5th standard. He belongs to a socio-economically well-off family.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

35 years back, there was a severe draught. That time, about half of the people left the village in search of economic activity. Majority of them stayed outside the village by engaging themselves in (finance) business. So they are in good condition and there is a good improvement in the village.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

People who had gone out for business had developed very well. Those who stayed in the village are still in socio-economically backward condition.

(c) Agriculture?

Earlier, crops like Cholam (Sorghum), Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cotton and Chillies were cultivated. But, that time, there were no cash crops. Now, there are no food crops because of water insufficiency. Cash crops like drumsticks, Kannuvalli Kilangu are being grown. Drumsticks have been grown in the past 15 years and Kannuvalli Kilangu in the past 10 years.

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier all were in huts. Now, they had built houses according to their socio-economic conditions.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, major staple foods were Kambu (Pearl millet) and Cholam (sorghum), but there was no rice. That time once in a week only we could get rice. In all the communities it was like that. Now, rice is the main staple food for all people, irrespective of community background. 

(e1) Water quality?

Earlier, we used to get water at a level of 35 feet in wells. After that through hand pumps we could get water from a deep level of 100 or 200 feet. Now, water level has gone down to a level of 400-500 ft. that too, salt water. Compressors are being used to lift the water to the tanks and supply through pipes. 

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, people used to wear one or two dresses for a person. Now, people wear one dress daily, including SCs.

(g) Schooling?

35 years before, 5th standard was the highest education. That time, nobody had gone beyond high school. Now, to a certain extent, for higher studies, people go to nearby small towns, as the school in the village had the facilities up to 8th standard only. 

(h) Health facilities?

Earlier, for most of the illnesses home remedies only tried. After that, people went to Karur or Oddanchatram. Later, people went to Pallapatti for treatment. Now, medical facilities are available at Markampatti, 5 kms from the village.

(i) Transport facilities?

35 years before, we have to go to Mordiyuthangarai (5 kms.) to get the bus. That too, only one bus used to come, that was a corporation bus. Then, buses came to Thanneer Pandhal (name of the bus stop, 2 kms.). For the past one year, mini bus comes to the village.

(j) Entertainment?

Earlier, there was no time for entrainment. Herding cattle, and looking after the farm, that itself used to be very time consuming. Elders play “goat and tiger”. Youngsters are not living in the village. SC people play cricket.  

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Earlier, females were like slaves. They listened to whatever the husbands said. Now, women are free. Earlier, they used to go to mother’s house only, that too, with husband. Now, they are going alone to towns and all.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Earlier, children were under the control of father and mother. Income was with the parents. Now income is with the sons. So parents are under the control of children.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

In the past, economic status was very low. According to that, they took care of the old age parents. Now, economic conditions are good. According to that, in all the communities, parents are taken care of well.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

There used to be one “Kottukarar” and one “Nattamai” (community leader) in every village.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Earlier, we could not see political leaders personally, because of economic condition and lack of vehicle facility. Now, we can see them directly and appraise the development of the village. Political leaders approach is good than before.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

35 years before, females were married after 28 years only. In between, marriages were taken place at 25 years of age. Now, marriages are contracted between 15-20 years of age. Marriages are not postponed after 20 years. If at all girls study under graduate degree, age may cross 20.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Caste is seen strictly among KV community. SCs are performing inter-caste marriages. Earlier, property is not seen, now it is not seen. In KV community females are better educated than males. Job wise, finance business is expected.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, engagement used to be done at very young ages. Consanguineous marriages were more. Now, also about half of the marriages are done among relatives only. But compared to earlier now, such marriage have been less in number. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Dowry is expected according to the economic status of the family. Other marriage expenditures are to be met by the families of bride and groom equally.      

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

35 years back, couples started talking after 2 months of marriage only. That time, couples were asked to stay at father-in-law’s house as a guest. Now nothing is there, couples start living together within a day or two. 

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

In the past (35 years back), people used to have 5 children in a family. In SCs, it used to be 7 or 8. Around 15-20 years back, it was 3 among BCs (Kongu Vellalas) and 5 among SCs. Now, in SCs, three is the minimum, whereas in our (KVs) community, 1 or 2 children only, not more than that.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

At least one male and one female will be good for a family.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, mortality and morbidity was high. Children used to die at the time of delivery. Prevalence of disease was also high. Health facilities were not there. Now, for everything, facilities are available. So mortality and morbidity is very less.

(d) Reasons for high/low fertility.

That time, birth control methods were not known. In addition to this, some people were afraid that operation and some others perceive the risk of infant and child deaths. So people had more children. Some thought that if more children are there, they would help in agriculture. In BC, there are not many children. Children are more among SCs only.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


 In anticipation of raising children in a good way, people have less children. 

(e) Value of children (sons).
Daughter means, she may go to another family. So she is given importance in dowry. As son is the right person for family lineage, property will be given to him only.   

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more children are there and poor, people tell, “Why he has so many? Ok at least let them go for work and look after the parents”.  

(g1) How are people with lower fertility considered?


If there are less children, people feel, “Good they have limited the number of 
children”.
(g) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If richer also, now people do not prefer more number of children.

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (Sterilization)

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

30 years back, in this village males and female had gone for FP. They had gone to Gandhigram for FP.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Earlier, people had gone to the hospitals situated at Gandhigram and Oddanchatram. Earlier, money was given for FP (Rs. 150/-). Now, I do not know the amount. They take care well.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss about FP mainly with wife only. 

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Even if parents tell about the number of children, nobody listens now.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurse, doctor and teacher.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Now nobody goes for abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

There were crude methods. Some died due to crude methods. Now it is not there.

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

No celebration and all. Chocolates are distributed for the birth of both the children. This is there in all the communities.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Earlier, nothing was seen. Now all things (sex of the baby) are seen. Foeticides are not there. Whatever it may be, 2 children are enough.

(b1) Female infanticide 


Female infanticide is not there earlier and even now also.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Now, more care is taken about females; in bringing them up and in everything. Females are given special care.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Generally, males only will help. During the fag end of life of the parents, females help them for about 6 months. Generally, males start earning at the age of 18.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Whether it is male or female, if economic condition is good, they are educated up to undergraduate level. In all the communities it depends upon the economic status.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Generally, male children are expected to help. But in our (KV) community most of them stay outside the village.  In other communities, children are expected to help.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

Among BCs, generally, females do not go for work even if they are educated. Males also are not studied much. But the present generation is thinking to make their wards as engineer, advocate, doctor, etc. 

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

Generally, they start working at the age of 18 years.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Dowry is given for females. Land and house is for males. 
(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Till the end, children are expected to take care of their parents.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Parents are expected to live with male children only. It depends on the daughter-in-law. No help is expected from daughters, as they will reside in in-laws’ house after marriage. 

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Definitely, earlier 4 or 5 children and now, majority are having 1 or 2 children only.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

In this area, Kongu Vellala Community only has fewer children, so as to bring up the children in a better way. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

In this village SCs only. They do not have awareness. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, Muslims, next Christians, fisherman community, Nadars, etc. have large number of children even now. They have at least 5-6 children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Hindus, especially Nairs in Kerala, Kongu Vellals and Kamma Naidus in Tamil Nadu have fewer number of children; mostly 1-2 only. 

      (f)  Are these people influencing villagers?
By seeing our (Kongu Vella Community) community, SC people are changing.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, it is possible. 

Individual Interview - 2

Pasupathi – Female - Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 45 Years


She is an illiterate, working as agricultural labour as well as engaged in cultivation also. She is born in this village and got married in the same village. She belongs to a socio- economically moderate family. She is able to inform about the changes that have come in the past 20-30 years in the study village.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Definitely, there is an overall change in the village. People are in better conditions now. This is true for all communities in the village.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

There is a change in economic conditions. People who owned bicycle earlier now-a-days switched over to two wheelers and some people own four wheelers. Even those who had little money earlier had lots of money now-a-days.  

(c) Agriculture?

It has gone down due to drought and lack of rains. Earlier, agriculture was in good condition. 

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier, there were huts with roofs made up of leaves and mud walls. Now, it has been changed to tiled houses or concrete houses.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, people used to eat cereals and pulses. Now, they have changed to rice, vegetables, etc.

      (e1) Drinking Water?

            In the past, we could get drinking water sufficiently, but we had to fetch water from wells. Now, it is available through pipes, but water is insufficient.   

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, males could not even get dhotis to wear. Females did not have the habit of wearing blouses. Now it has been changed a lot. People are wearing varieties of dresses.

(g) Health facilities?

In the past, it was very difficult to go to the hospital even if they are in a serious condition. No hospital or medicines were available nearby; we had to go about 30 kms to buy medicine. Now we can get at least in the nearby tiny town. But in the village even now there is no health facility. 

(h) Transport facilities?

Earlier, it was very difficult to go outside the village due to lack of transportation.  Even today transportation facilities are not sufficient. At least now-a-days mini bus is coming 5 times per day in the village through which we can reach the nearby tiny towns (5-7 kms.). If we want to go to bigger towns or cities, we have to take another bus from these tiny towns. 

(i) Entertainment?

For women, Television is the only entertainment in the village.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES: In which aspects?)

It is very sure that women have more freedom now-a-days. Earlier, till marriage, women were not allowed to go outside. Now-a-days they are going to schools, colleges and to participate in family functions or festivals. Now, women are participating in all day-to-day activities.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

There is no change in behaviour of children towards parents.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

Aged parents are taken care of well by the children. Their food, clothing, health care and everything is looked after by the children only.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

It has not changed much.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Political leader’s attitude has changed to a certain extent in all the aspects.

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
Some of the Government Officials approach to people’s problems is in the right way. But most of them expect money or some kind of gifts for doing the work.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, definitely the marriages of girls took place at very early ages, even before puberty. But now-a-days at least till 18 years of age they wait. No delay or postponement of age at marriage for girls because of their schooling.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Caste is an important aspect to be looked into at the time of match selection. If one knows that a particular family can afford to give so much of gold or money to the girl child, accordingly alliances are initiated. Earlier, it was not like that. It is only in Gounder community. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, consanguineous marriages were very common. Now, also it is there, but its prevalence has been reduced a lot.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

It depends on the status of both the families. Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families in Kongu Vellala community. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, people used to see auspicious day and time for the couples to live together. Now-a-days such practice is not there. As soon as marriage is over, the newly wedded couples start to live together. 

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Now, in each family 2 children only are there. Very few among Kongu Vellals and many in SCs have at the most 3 children. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Better to have 2 children only, no matter whether they are boys or girls. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality was there. But that time people were using only traditional medicines. Today the situation is being changed and the mortality and morbidity has been reduced to a large extent, because of modern medicine, immunization, etc. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

People should decide about the number of children. It should not be up to the chance. 20 years back, one nurse came to the village and told about the family planning.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

High fertility – Because of lack of awareness.

Low fertility – People want to lead a good life.

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

High fertility – people talk about him as unplanned person. Because of lack of plan he is facing problems now.

Low fertility – he knows to lead the life in a planned manner.

(g) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If I am rich also, I would like to have fewer children only. . 

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Sterilization and Copper-T.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

As early as 20 years back, people started using FP technique in the village.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Now-a-days people have an easy access to FP. The quality of service is also good, especially in the private sector.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss FP first with spouse and then with parents.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Yes, parents do advice about the number of children and children do follow it.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurses, Doctors, teachers, etc.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

It was there in the past, Now, it has reduced.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Earlier mostly Abstinence. Now-a-days, no idea.

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

In the past, boy baby was considered as the “Varisu” (heir) of their family. Now, there is nothing like that. People consider girl child also as equivalent to boy child.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

No such practices in this area forever.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Earlier, differential treatment to boys and girls was there. Generally, education was given to male child and girl child was meant for kitchen i.e., for cooking only. In the recent past, both are sent to school. In the matters related to food, clothes and health care, not that much differential treatment between boys and girls is seen. 

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Definitely, male children only particularly taking care of old parents. Further, they give gifts to girl child after marriage and look after their (sisters’) marriage expenses. From 20 years of age male children start earning.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Earlier male children studied till they finished their schooling in the village. Female children were not sent outside the village for higher studies.  Now-a-days both male and female children are studying and very few even go for higher studies. 

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are ready to spend money on their studies till they study.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

No specific desire, whatever is possible for them.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

From 15 years onwards (mainly finance).

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

As much as they have land, home, etc.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Definitely, parents are expecting to get support from their children (sons), mainly for girl’s (daughter’s) marriage expenses.      

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Parents want to live with their male children. But the children are compelled to stay outside the village for (finance) business purpose.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

In other communities people are expecting children’s help in their work (agriculture), but in KV community, it is not possible because there is no work in this village.

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

It is true. In this village, the number of children is very less now-a-days.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

KV community only. If one or two children, we can give more property to the children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Muslims have large number of children. They do not want to control the nature’s gift.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Muslims only.  

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Keralites.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, because people are going outside the village and they see these type of people and learn from them.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Yes, having one or two children is feasible for us.

Individual Interview - 3

Tamilselvi – Female - Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 54 Years


She is in this village for about 35 years. She has come to this village after her marriage. She was born and brought up in the nearby village. She is an illiterate. She is felt to be well informed about the changes in social and other conditions of people in this village. She belongs to a socio-economically well off family.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Definitely the village has improved. This is true for all communities in the village.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

In economic conditions too, there is a change. People who owned bicycles earlier now switched over to two wheelers and four wheelers. Earlier, people had little money; now, majority of them have more money.

(c) Agriculture?

Agriculture has become worse off than before because there is no rain. People have started growing “Kanuvalli Kilangu” (which requires less amount of water and used for preparing medicine and is exported to Italy)

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier, there were huts with roofs. Now most of the houses are made up of cement and bricks.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, people were eating cereals and pulses; now, it has been changed to rice and vegetables. 

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, people had not so many dresses. But now-a-days people are using variety of dresses. 

(g) Health facilities?

Earlier, people were not going to health facility, as such facilities were limited. Now people are making use of such facility, but by traveling to different towns.  

(h) Transport facilities?

It has improved. Now, one mini bus is coming to the village.

(i) Entertainment?

Television is the only entertainment in the village.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Nowadays, women have more freedom for participating in all the day to day activities.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Earlier, children did not talk freely with parents, now children are freely mixing with their parents.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

Aged parents are taken care of well by the children in all respects (everything).

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

In the recent past, community leaders are also helping to a certain extent, which was not so earlier. 

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Political leaders are also helping the people.

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
Government officials are also more helpful now-a-days than before.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, marriages of girls had taken place at very early ages. Now-a-days, people try to get their children married by 18 years. Few people delay girls’ marriage because of education.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

They strictly look into caste background, property and family status. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, it was very common. Now also it is there, but reduced a lot.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

It depends on the status of both the families. Both the families involved in marriage share other marriage expenditures. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, people used to see auspicious day and time. Now- a-days such practice is not there.  

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Now in each family 2 children only are there, except among SCs (3-4 children).

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Better to have 2 children only; no matter whether it is a boy or girl.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality and morbidity was there because of insufficient healthcare. Today the situation is being changed as lot of health care facilities are there.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

People should decide about the number of children.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

High fertility – Due to high preference given to male child.


Low fertility – People want to lead a good life.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

Importance is still given to male children because they only stay with them till death.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

Higher fertility - people talk about him as unplanned person. “Due to lack of plan, he is facing problem now”.

Low fertility – “He knows how to lead the life in a planned manner”.

(h) What would people say if you had one or two less children?  One or two more children?

      Same as in (g) 

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Even I am richer, I would have only less children like now only.

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (sterilization), Loop (IUD) and Oral Pills.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

30 years back itself it was known in this village (FP).

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude).

Now, people have an easy access to FP. The quality of services is also good.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First discuss with spouse and then, with parents and relatives.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do advise about the number of children and mostly children followed. 

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurse, Doctors and Teachers.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Still abortions are there particularly for female child. That is people go for scanning. If it is a female child, they go for female foeticide. People do not prefer FP because they want only male child.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Abstinence was practiced in the past; now-a-days no idea.

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

Yes, in the past, male baby was considered as the “Varisu” (heir). Now, people consider female child also equivalent to male child. 

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

No such practices in this area forever.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Earlier, education was given to male child only. Girl child was meant for cooking only. Now, no differential treatment is shown between female and male children.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Both children are helping the family. Definitely male children only are helping the family particularly taking care of old parents, giving gifts to girl child after marriage, girl’s (sister) marriage expenses, etc. At the age of 20 years male children start earning.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Earlier, children studied till they finished their schooling in the village. Sending children for higher education outside the village was rare in those days. Now, it is up to the capacity of the children and parents.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are ready to spend money on their studies till they study.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

We do not have specific expectation. 

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

In our community, male children start working as soon as they complete 15 years (mainly in finance business). Among other communities also mostly the same pattern is in existence. 

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

As much as they have land and house especially in Gounder community.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Definitely, parents are expecting to get support from sons mainly for daughter’s marriage expenses.      

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Parents want to live with their male children. But in the recent past the children are interested in staying outside the village for business purpose.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Parents want male children to work with them. But in Gounder community it is not possible, because members belonging to the younger generation mostly stay outside village. 

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

It is true. In this village number of children is very less.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Gounder community, if one or two children we can give more property to the children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Muslims only. They do not want to control the nature’s gift.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Muslims and people in north-India have large number of children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Malayalees (meaning Keralites)

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, because people are going outside and they learn from them.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Yes, having one or two children is good for us.

Individual Interview - 4

Tamilarasi - Female – Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 50 Years


In her family, in the olden days itself, both she and her husband were educated up to 10th standard. She has more exposure to outside the village. She has only one son. She could tell the changes that have taken place in the past 20-30 years, i.e., after her marriage. She belongs to a family of higher socio-economic stratum and she helps many people by advising about the benefits of having less number of children. Around 25 years back itself, she had undergone tubectomy.

SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

Please tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask in what way?)

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

In other areas, there are changes. But here, women do not go outside. But SC women go outside the village for work in a company were mosquito nets are produced. 

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Depending on the parents’ behaviour, children behave with them.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

Old age parents are taken care of well.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

Community leaders solve the problems in the village itself by discussing with the concerned persons. Generally, both earlier and now, people will not be going to police station and if at all, disputes will be settled amicably without registering FIR (First Information Report) even there, instead of filing cases. 

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Political leaders are helping and some of them are good.

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
Karur district collector Mr. Annamalai, considers people’s problems in a right way and solves it. His approach is good. Commissioner also does good things. 

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Generally, among BCs (KVs), marriages of girls are performed after 20 years. Age at marriage has not been raised due to schooling. If some feel that their daughters got good alliances, they used to get marry their daughters even when they were attending school. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Here, people expect sovereigns of gold, especially among BCs. Some look into education and most importantly caste. Earlier, marriages were finalised with 10-15 sovereigns of gold, but it has gone up to kilos now.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Now consanguineous marriages are less. Majority of the marriages are done among non-relatives. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Dowry is expected depending upon on their status. Other marriage expenditures are to be met equally by both the families involved in marriage. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

It is according to the wish of the couples. Earlier, people were not allowed to live together in the Tamil months Adi and Chithirai, etc. (July–August and March–April).

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, many had 3 or 4 children. Now, most of the people have 2 children only.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Two are ideal; one son and one daughter.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality was high because of no health facilities. Moreover, the numbers of children were more and thereby, proper care of the children was not there by the parents. Now medical facilities are there and even number of children is less. So both morbidity and mortality rates are very less. In all the communities, it is like that only.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We have to decide about the number of children. We should not leave it to chance. If we want our children to be in a better condition in the future, we should limit children.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Lack of awareness is the main reason for high fertility.


Now people are aware about the FP programme and thereby, low fertility.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

Importance is given to both boys and girls, no difference. Earlier, males are taken care of well, female are meant for cooking. In all the communities, it is like that only.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

Fertility is not that high in this area. People with lower fertility will be regarded as wise persons.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Whatever is the money with us, we will have lesser children only.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (sterilization) methods. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

FP had started in this village 30 years back.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Quality of care is good in private hospitals, so people prefer to go there only. 

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First discuss FP with spouse and then with parents. 
(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do not advise about the number of kids to have. If they advise, we follow that.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

VHN and Teachers advise about FP now. Nobody advised earlier.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Not happening so frequently. Some do abortion for spacing.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Elders use to say, some leaves, which have medicinal properties have the characteristic of controlling fertility. But, now-a-days, no such method is used. 

CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Earlier, neither males nor females were educated. Now, there is no difference in educating children. They can study till they want.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are ready to spend for children’s education.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

Children should decide about the jobs according to their mentality.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

From 20 years of age, males start working. Among BCs, generally, girls are sent for work. Among SCs, boys work even earlier, say by 15-16 years of age and girls still more early.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

If property is there, like land and house, it should be given to sons only. 

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Definitely, parents expect help from children. The support will be mostly monetary as well as in all the aspects till the end of their life.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

During fag end of the life, parents want to live with children, that too, with male children only.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Depending on the situation, parents expect children’s help. 
SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

It has not reduced now. From the beginning it is less only.      

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

As far as I know, all have fewer children only; nothing like educated or rich.   

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Gounders and Naidus. To have a better life.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
Muslims.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
People living in Kerala have fewest children in India.

(f) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, it is feasible for us.      

Individual Interviews - 5

Pasupathi – Female - Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 45 years


She is an illiterate, working as agricultural labour as well as engaged in cultivation also. She is born in this village and got married in the same village. She belongs to a socio- economically moderate family. She is able to inform about the changes that have come in the past 20-30 years in the study village.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Definitely, there is an overall change in the village. People are in better conditions now. This is true for all communities in the village.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

There is a change in economic conditions. People who owned bicycle earlier now-a-days switched over to two wheelers and some people own four wheelers. Even those who had little money earlier had lots of money now-a-days.  

(c) Agriculture?

It has gone down due to drought and lack of rains. Earlier agriculture was in good condition. 

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier, there were huts with roofs made up of leaves and mud walls. Now, it has been changed to tiled or concrete houses.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, people used to eat cereals and pulses. Now, they have changed to rice, vegetables, etc.

      (e1) Drinking Water?

            In the past, we could get drinking water sufficiently, but we had to fetch water from wells. Now, it is available through pipes, but water is insufficient.   

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, males could not even get dhotis to wear. Females did not have the habit of wearing blouses. Now it has been changed a lot. People are wearing varieties of dresses.

(g) Health facilities?

In the past, it was very difficult to go to the hospital even if they are in a serious condition. No hospital or medicines were available nearby; we had to go about 30 kms to buy medicine. Now we can get at least in the nearby tiny town. But in the village even now there is no health facility. 

(h) Transport facilities?

Earlier, it was very difficult to go outside the village due to lack of transportation.  Even today transportation facilities are not sufficient. At least now-a-days mini bus is coming 5 times per day in the village through which we can reach the nearby tiny towns (5-7 kms.). If we want to go to bigger towns or cities, we have to take another bus from these tiny towns. 

(i) Entertainment?

For women, Television is the only entertainment in the village.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES: In which aspects?)

It is very sure that women have more freedom now-a-days. Earlier, till marriage, women were not allowed to go outside. Now-a-days they are going to schools, colleges and to participate in family functions or festivals. Now, women are participating in all day-to-day activities.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

There is no change in behaviour of children towards parents.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

Aged parents are taken care of well by the children. Their food, clothing, health care and everything is looked after by the children only.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

It has not changed much.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Political leader’s attitude has changed to a certain extent in all the aspects.

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
Some of the Government Officials approach to people’s problems is in the right way. But most of them expect money or some kind of gifts for doing the work.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, definitely the marriages of girls took place at very early ages, even before puberty. But now-a-days at least till 18 years of age they wait. No delay or postponement of age at marriage for girls because of their schooling.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Caste is an important aspect to be looked into at the time of match selection. If one knows that a particular family can afford to give so much of gold or money to the girl child, accordingly alliances are initiated. Earlier, it was not like that. It is only in KV community. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, consanguineous marriages were very common. Now, also it is there, but its prevalence has been reduced a lot.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

It depends on the status of both the families. Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families in KV community. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, people used to see auspicious day and time for the couples to live together. Now-a-days such practice is not there. As soon as marriage is over, the newly wedded couples start to live together. 

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Now, in each family 2 children only are there. Very few among Kongu Vellals and many in SCs have at the most 3 children. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Better to have 2 children only, no matter whether they are boys or girls. 
(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality was there. But that time people were using only traditional medicines. Today the situation is being changed and the mortality and morbidity has been reduced to a large extent, because of modern medicine, immunization, etc. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

People should decide about the number of children. It should not be up to the chance. 20 years back itself one nurse came to the village and told about the family planning.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

High fertility – Because of lack of awareness.

Low fertility – People want to lead a good life.

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

High fertility – people talk about him as unplanned person. Because of lack of plan he is facing problems now.

Low fertility – he knows to lead the life in a planned manner.

(g) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If I am rich also, I would like to have less number of children only. . 

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Sterilization and Copper-T.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

As early as 20 years back, people started using FP technique in the village.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Now-a-days people have an easy access to FP. The quality of service is also good, especially in the private sector.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss FP first with spouse and then with parents.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Yes, parents do advice about the number of children and children do follow it.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurses, Doctors, teachers, etc.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

It was there in the past, Now, it has reduced.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Abstinence. Now-a-days no idea.

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

In the past, boy baby was considered as the “Varisu” (heir) of their family. Now, there is nothing like that. People consider girl child also as equivalent to boy child.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

No such practices in this area forever.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Earlier, differential treatment to boys and girls was there. Generally, education was given to male child and girl child was meant for kitchen i.e., for cooking only. In the recent past, both are sent to school. In the matters related to food, clothes and health care, not that much differential treatment between boys and girls is seen. 

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Definitely, male children only particularly taking care of old parents. Further, they give gifts to girl child after marriage and look after their (sisters’) marriage expenses. From 20 years of age male children start earning.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Earlier male children studied till they finished their schooling in the village. Female children were not sent outside the village for higher studies.  Now-a-days both male and female children are studying and very few even go for higher studies. 

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are ready to spend money on their studies till they study.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

No specific desire, whatever possible to them. 

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

From 15 years onwards (mainly finance).

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

As much as they have land, home, etc.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Definitely, parents are expecting to get support from their children (sons), mainly for girl’s (daughter’s) marriage expenses.      

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Parents want to live with their male children. But the children are compelled to stay outside the village for (finance) business purpose.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

In other communities people are expecting children’s help in their work (agriculture), but in Gounder community, it is not possible because there is no work in this village.

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

It is true. In this village, the number of children is very less now-a-days.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Kongu Vellala community only. If one or two children, we can give more property to the children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Muslims have large number of children. They do not want to control the nature’s gift.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Muslims only.  

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Keralites.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, because people are going outside the village and they see these type of people and learn from them.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Yes, having one or two children is feasible for us.

Individual Interview - 6

Sellamuthu – Male – Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 38 Years


He is born and brought up in this village. He is educated up to 10th standard. He was doing finance business at Pallapatti. He lost a few lakhs in the business and came back to the village. Now he does cultivation. He has one son and one daughter. He explained about the finance business and how it is collected, who collects the money, etc. He belongs to a socio-economically moderate family.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Earlier, people are not modernized. Now people are modernized and comparatively well off. It is true in all communities. 

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

Most of the people are economically sound. Few get money for interest and maintain life.

(c) Agriculture?

It is very bad in the recent past, it is not as before. Mainly everywhere it is dry. It is drier than earlier. Earlier, water was there, now no water also. 

(d) Housing conditions?

Among BCs, earlier, most had tiled houses and few had huts. Earlier, people gave leaves for roof freely. Now, it is sold for money. Rich people had concrete houses. Poor people earlier lived in mud floor, now in cement floor.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

In the past, most of the people ate Ragi (Finger Millet), Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum), etc. (all are millets) and thereby, they did not even know what a hospital is (hinting that people were healthy). Now, most are using rice, and thereby, diseases are more. Earlier, cereals and pulses were given freely to poor people (SCs) since production was more. Now, it is sold for money and people use them rarely.

(e1) Water quality?

Now we do not get drinking water sufficiently. SCs are affected more than BCs. They do not even have water to wash clothes. Ponds are dry. Luckily, most of the younger persons among BCs have settled outside the village for business, otherwise the problem will be acute. But among SCs, all are here. Their population is also more, so they face more crises.

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, people managed with one saree for one year. No money even to get blouse. Rich people would have 4 or 5 sarees. Now, even poor people have more dresses as equivalent to rich people. Quality also differs.   

(g) Health facilities?

Earlier, there were no health facilities. For one delivery, it took 4 days earlier, for delivery dai (traditional birth attendant) would be given one kg. of rice as token of honorarium. Now, if mother and child are alive or dead, expenditure is more (some times few thousands). But they tell the date of delivery and take care.

(h) Transport facilities?

Earlier, by walk, people go to Karur. If they start in the night, they will reach Karur the next day morning. They go on foot. In those days, there was only one bus to go to Karur via Markampatti to Trichy. Now, if we walk down 1 or 2 kms., we get bus frequently to the nearby towns.

(i) Entertainment?

There were no entertainments earlier. Only agricultural work was there. Now T.V. is there.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Earlier, they are not allowed even to go to functions in the nearby houses. Now they go out. In all the ways, they are enjoying more freedom now-a-days. Earlier, if a female talks to a male, she was considered to be a bad girl. Now, it is not like that, even boys and girls are moving freely. 

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Some listen to parents’ word, some do not.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

If money is there, people take care of the aged parents and act accordingly; some take care of the parents very well. 

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

Generally, they are helping us and are doing well to us. There is no change for the last 20 years. They provided us water tank for drinking water. They look at the need of the people.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

No role of political leaders. They do not involve any development activities in our village.


(f) How about people’s attitude towards political leaders?

They give petitions. Nobody goes to political leaders.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

If female children are more in a family, marriages are performed as soon as they attain puberty. Rich people postpone marriage because of education.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

It is according to the economic status. Some do not see economic status. Caste is a must for initiating and finalising the marriage process.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

In some families, marriages are performed among relatives, if the horoscope of girl and boy matches. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

It is according to the economic status. Other expenditures are shared by both families. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Now-a-days, on the day of marriage itself, they start living together.   

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Only 2 children should be there in a family. In some houses 2 or 3 are there. In some houses, especially among SC, 5 or 6 children are there. 

(b) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, children used to die. Diseases were also there. No hospital facilities. Now, all facilities are there.

(c) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

Now-a-days, most of the people decide about the number of children they want to have. Few even now, leave it to chance.

(d) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Those who want a male child, have more number of children.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


They decided that fewer children are enough.

(e) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?
If more children are there, people tell, “Why he has so many children and not able to manage?” If one has less children, people tell, “It is good that he has stopped with less number of children”. 

(f) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

In the present days, even if we are rich, we do not want more children.  

5 FAMILY PLANNING

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (Sterilization), loop and Oral Pills.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

About 25 years FP was started in this village. 

(c) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First discuss with spouse about FP. If spouse does not listen, discuss with parents or friends.

(d) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents generally give advice about the number of children to have. According to the situation, children listen to parents’ advice.

(e) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Through government, school teachers, nurses etc tell about FP.

(f) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Earlier, abortion was there and little bit higher. Now, for spacing some people go for abortion.

(g) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Earlier, people went to quakes. Now, tablets and loop (Copper-T) are there. 

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

In a family where more female children are there, if a boy baby is born, it is celebrated with pomp and gaiety.  


(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Some resort to (female) foeticide after sex determination. 

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?
No special treatment for boys or girls. Both are treated equally now as well as earlier.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Both children help according to the situation. According to the family situation, they start earning early.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

It is up to the economic status. No age for education.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

If the child studies, they will send. No age limitation.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

It is up to their wish and depending upon the conditions at that time.

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Whatever the property parents possess, they will give it to children. Generally, jewels, household items, etc. would be given to girls, whereas land, house and cattle (if any) would be given to boys.

(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Some expect to provide food. Rich people do not expect.

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Some want to live with them after marriage, some want to live separately.

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

If they are in this village, parents would certainly expect their help in agriculture.  

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Yes, it is now much less than earlier.      

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Kongu Vellalas started having fewer children, so as to live in a better way.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

SCs have more children. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
Muslims

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Hindus in Kerala and Tamil Nadu

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, in the recent past, villagers have changed a lot by seeing others (people living in towns).

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Anybody can have 1 or 2 children and enjoy a better life. 
Individual Interview - 7

Indra – Female – Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 37 Years


She is working as Village Health Nurse in the village for several years. One of the main problems perceived by her was, because of low fertility, she is allotted many villages to cover because of the norm that one sub-centre has to cover 5000 population. As she belongs to the dominant community of the area, she told detailed information relevant to the present study. Since she works as VHN, she explained about the use of FP methods in various communities and also changes in various aspects during the recent past in this area/village.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Development is there in the study village in all the aspects in the last 30 years.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

Earlier, people did not know about modernization. Now, people are modernized and to that extent economic development is there.

(c) Agriculture?

Earlier, agriculture was in better condition, as people used natural manure. However, for the last 10-15 years, people developed to use fertilizers and pesticides. Earlier, one drumstick cost about Rs. 1, whereas now the price has come down. But people who are engaged in cultivation have cell phones in their hands. To that extent, people have developed. 

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier, housing condition was very bad, with tiled roof or thatched roof. Now, people have constructed concrete houses.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, there used to be healthy food like, Kambu (Pearl Millet), Cholam (Sorghum), Ragi (Finger Millet), etc. (all millets). Now, rice is the major staple food, which is not that good for health. However, now we do not get Kambu or Cholafm, because of less production and high cost.

(e1) Water quality?

Earlier, we used to get water from wells assigned for drinking water.  Some used the same water for washing and taking bath in wells, and in fact some drank the same water.  Now water is supplied through bore well pipes. Now, we get good (quality) water. Earlier, in the wells, fish also would be there in the water. We drank the same water at that time.

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, people used cotton clothes only and also did not have many clothes. But now, varieties of models are there.

(g) Schooling?

30 years back there was only one school and students were studying up to 5th standard only. Now, there is up to 12th standard in Markampatti. Now, not many children come to school because about 80 percent of the people are staying outside the village for business. In the recent past, as the children are lesser in Number, schools had been closed in Thalayaripatti and Salarapatti hamlets of the study village. Now, in Vedikaranpatti also (another hamlet), people try to close it. Now, totally 9 children only are there. Now, Thalayaripatti and Salarapatti schools have been merged with the school situated at Inanganur village (main village).

(h) Health facilities?

For health facilities, people go to Pallapatti, Oddanchatram or Karur. They go to Gandhigram for delivery. Earilier, Gandhigram hospital was popular for delivery. Now, for health facilities people go to Markampatti and the next one is Gandhigram and also Oddanchatram.
(i) Transport facilities?

Earlier, we used to walk 4 kms. to go to Mondiathurai village. For the last one year, mini bus caters the transport facility of the people in this village. 

(j) Entertainment?

Earlier, there was no time for entertainment. Most of the time was spent on herding cattle and agricultural works. Now, SC children play cricket, whereas younger generation in BC community stay in outside village. 

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES: In which aspects?)

Earlier, women did not go out of home normally. If at all they want to go, they will go with the permission of family members (especially with husband). Now, men have to get permission from women to go out. Women have that much of freedom.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Earlier children used to listen to the words of parents. Now, children do not listen. Earlier, even marriages were performed with a girl or boy who were searched and fixed by their parents (arranged marriages). Now, they act according to their wishes. It is like that in all the communities.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

In the past, aged parents were taken care of according to the economic condition. Earlier, there was no old age home in Pallapatti. Now, one old age home is there in Pallapatti called “Dharha”. Children take care of the parents as they were dropped in old age home.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

Earlier, there used to be one “Kothukarar” or “Nattamai” or Village Officer. Now, there is a Panchayat President, who is elected by the people democratically. For any good or bad things, their decision and people’s decision will be one. Earlier, there were no funds for Panchayat. If it comes also, it goes to Taluk Union Office and it will not reach the village (people). Now, funds are allotted directly to Panchayat. For any problem, people don’t go to police station easily. Unsolvable problems only are reported to police station (if it is not resolved in Panchayat).

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Earlier, because of political leaders everything was good till Indira Gandhi’s period (one of the Prime Ministers of India). After that, in Kaliagner (Dr. M. Karunanidhi, former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu) period road has been laid. Now, it is in very bad condition. 

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
Earlier, if we go to government officials for any work there was no need for bribery, but it takes lot of time. Now, for the same work, it does not take much time, but with bribing only.    

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, girls used to get marry at the ages 21 to 24 years and above, that too mostly decided by the parents. They used to attain puberty after the age 17 years only. But now girls attend puberty at the age of 9 or 10. There are chances of getting married at the age of 13. Since they go to school they start love when they are in 8th standard itself, especially among SCs. But it is not like that in Gounder community. Among them girls do not study much. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Generally, in this area, caste and property are important for finding the match. However, there is no serious expectation about the level of education of the bride or groom. But people will be very particular whether the bride or groom’s family have Kandhuvatti (money lending business) shops or not. Age difference is seen. If the boy/girl is studied, he/she searches for an educated girl/boy. Further, love marriages are almost absent in Gounder community, since almost all marriages are arranged marriages (by parents). However, among SCs, love marriages as well as remarriages are also celebrated. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Both now and earlier also, 60 percent of the people perform marriages among close relatives. Economic status of the family is considered to be the important one.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

No dowry in SC community. They give an ear stud and nose ring. But in Gounder community, one has to give 50 sovereigns of gold, in addition to Rs. 1 lakh as cash.  Other expenses are shared equally by both the parties involved in marriage.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, boy and girl talked casually after two weeks only. But now-a-days, the newly married couple start living together immediately after marriage. Earlier, at least 2 weeks after marriage, in an auspicious day, people offer Pongal to God and perform pooja and then, only they started living together. Now, no such customs are followed.

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, SC families used to have more than 4 or 5 children. That time itself, Gounder community had only 2 children. If more children are there, we cannot care them properly. If more children are there property should be divided among all of them and thereby, each one gets little share. If one or two are there, they will have large property and thereby, they can live happily. I feel if the same trend continues, Gounders may not have children hereafter. Even now, SCs do not go for sterilization till they give birth to 3 children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

1 or 2 children per family are sufficient. Earlier, old parents used to advise to have more children. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, infant deaths were more. People did not go to hospitals. Most of the deliveries used to take place at home and thereby, most of the children died at the time of delivery. Moreover, majority of the children were affected by diseases, but no tablets or medicine, which had led to high infant and child mortality. Now, medical facilities have improved a lot and hence, both morbidity and mortality have become less.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

It has to be decided. Now also, Muslims leave it for chance. They follow a wrong principle that stopping children is not good for their religion. But, in other communities it is not like that.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Lack of awareness is the main reason for high fertility. Some have fear of side effects due to sterilization. Some want a male heir. In some cases, parents-in-law and husband do not allow to go for sterilization. Poor people think if 4 children are there, they would earn more income per day through wages. Some used to think if 4 children are there, at least two will survive, even if two die.   

(e1) Reasons for low fertility  

If male children are there it has to be shared by all. It is difficult to care and bring them up. Dowry is more in this area so people would like to have fewer children. Only members from Kongu Vellala community have lesser children, whereas other communities still have more children.

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If one has good economic condition and has more children, people tell, “He has property, so no problem”. If a person is poor and has large number of children, people tell, “Why he has given birth to more children and facing problems?”
      (f1) How are people with lower fertility considered/

If there are lesser children people tell, “Good thing, he has stopped with less number of children”. 

(g) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If we are rich also, we don’t want to have many children. 

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Two types of methods are there:

I. Temporary method: 

1. Oral Pills. During lactating period one need to use this method. Once breast feeding is stopped this method can be used.

2. Intra Uterine Device or Copper-T. This method can be used by breastfeeding mothers.

3. Nirodh: Males use this method.

4. Safe period. Both the couples have to follow it carefully.


II. Permanent method

1. Laparoscopy

2. Tubectomy

3. Puerperal Sterilization - After delivery, within 45 days.

4. TAT – Transe Abdominal Tubectomy – After 45 days. TMC with DNC. After delivery before resuming menstruation, some may get pregnant. This may not be known to them. TMC is used at that time.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

Family planning was there long back (20-25 years). But, during the last 10 years, it has become popular. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

People went to Gandhigram hospital for family planning. After that, people went to Oddanchatram. Now, even though the FP services are available in Pallapatti (6 kms.) people prefer to go to Gandhigram, which is famous for family planning services. Earlier, they used to give Rs.160/- one week bed rest and also provide good food and care. Now, they give Rs. 200/-. Earlier, staff had targets to show the number of FP cases. Now, it is difficult to get the cases. Now they themselves go to FP. Earlier, for FP people went to village by village and took the people in a truck/lorry. But now people are voluntarily adopting family planning.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss first with spouse, then with parents and then with relatives. They all decide and come to the nurse (VHN) to go for FP. 

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do advice. The advice is also followed.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

People like Nurse, health inspector, CNW – advice about FP. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Earlier, abortion was there. Now family planning methods are used. After delivery before resuming menstruation itself, they get conceived. When they go for scanning they know that they are pregnant. That time, for spacing abortion is done. Some have the opinion that use of FP may deteriorate their health condition and therefore, they resorted to abortion. In the case of some others, copper-T may not fit well, so they go for abortion. Many men do not use Nirodh (brand name for Condom), so women get pregnant and go for abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

There was no FP in the past. They go for country medicine. They put “Erukam” stem. So the foetus gets aborted but some died. Now in some hospitals stem is kept. It gives growth to the child.

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

If a baby boy is born, people used to be happy. No celebration and all.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

It was there before 2 years. Now it has been banned.  So it is not there now.

(b2) Female infanticide 


It was there earlier, now it is not there.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Earlier, male children were given special care. Now both are treated equally.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Male children only will help. They only will live with parents and extend all types of help to parents till the end of their life. Generally, they start earning at the ages of 18-20. Earlier, they used to start earning in lower ages. Now after 18 years only.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Earlier, children were not educated to a high level. At the most, till 5th standard only. No schooling facility is there in the village at least up to 10th standard. At the same time, economic condition is very bad and therefore, children are educated at the most up to 10th or 12th standard only

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

No difference like a male child or a female child. If it is a rich family, children are educated up to the level they want. 

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

In this village, importance is given to business only. A greater majority (about 90 percent) like to go for finance business. Girls will not be sent to jobs. 

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

Children start working in the ages 18-20 years.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

No compulsion to give property. Generally, dowry will be paid for girls and property will be given to boys. 
(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

For all the things, till the end, they expect from children.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Generally, from sons only parents will expect to live.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Earlier, children had to work in lands with parents. But most of the younger generation now stays outside the village, so no expectation.

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Definitely, in these 20 years, many have less number of children in this village. 

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

In this area, KV community has fewer children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

In this area, SCs continue to have more children 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Muslims only still have largest number of children in India. They want to increase their share of population in the country. 

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
In India, – Keralites, Kongu Vellalas and Kamma Naidus.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, on seeing KV community, SCs have changed.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, it is feasible to all people.       
Individual Interview - 8

Manjula – Female – Kongu Vellala Community (BC) - Age 35 Years


She basically belongs to some other community (Backward Community). She married a person from Kongu Vellala community of this village, who was doing finance business at Bangalore. Her native place is Bangalore. After marriage, they came to the village and started finance business at Pallapatti. They lost money in the business. Now, they started doing agriculture and herding cattle. She is aware of the FP techniques and she gives many advices to the SC people about the availability of birth control methods and also about abortion. She could tell about the changes in the village/area in the past 10-15 years. She has one daughter and one son. She is educated up to 10th standard and belongs to a socio- economically moderate family. 

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Since people had gone to finance business, there is lot of development among Kongu Vellalas (KVs). They help only KVs, but not to SC community. We do not allow them to mingle with us.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

No change in economic condition. Parents help for Rs.10,000-15,000 to children. Due to that it has developed. Our community has developed, not SC community. Very few of the SC community people have also developed due to finance business.

(c) Agriculture?

No benefit due to agriculture. Only drought is there. Those who work for daily wages are in very bad condition. Nobody is interested in this village to take remedial steps. Nobody considers our opinion. Nobody activates the government planning. There is no higher secondary school. There is no bus facility. People travel on Mondays and Saturdays only. It is difficult to go to school, if the bus gets breakdown sometimes. There is no health facility even to cure minor illnesses. 

(d) Housing conditions?

Now houses are in good condition. Earlier, it was not like this. Due to finance business outside the village, people have developed.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Food pattern: 60% are in good condition because children earn by going outside.

(e1) Water quality?

Earlier, drinking water was in good condition. We used to get water for all the 24 hours. Now, we get water once in two days.

(f) Clothing?

As far as clothing is concerned, it is Rs. 1,000/- earlier, now it is Rs. 20,000/-. But lots of varieties are there.

(g) Health facilities?

No facility for health care, but not much diseases.

(h) Transport facilities?

Transportation is not good. It is difficult to send the children to school because no bus facility. I did not send my daughter to school for one year. Here it is up to 8th standard. For other classes, they have to go to Pallapatti.

(i) Entertainment?

Entertainment is good. T.V. was there since 15 years. It is given to Panchayat also. There was cable connection from other village. Now, it is not there.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Females have freedom. A lady has freedom till she takes care of the household expenditure. Female also should take good decisions.  

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Parents are affectionate to children. Children are affectionate to parents. This is because there are one or two children only at home. 

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

Aged parents are taken care of well.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

Community leaders do good service to the people at their own cost.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Previous president and the present one are doing well and they have the helping mentality. 

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
There is no change in government official’s approach. They have little helping tendency only.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Marriage is considered important for daughters based on dowry only. But now more people educate their daughters than earlier. There is no postponement of marriage due to schooling.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Match is found according to their status. If one is able to give 100 sovereigns of gold as dowry (to daughter), match is found according to that only. Earlier based on economic status, materials, caste were important, but education was not. Among KVs most will look into finance business for boys. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

If horoscope is matched, marriages among relatives like uncle-niece and cross-cousin are performed. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

The expectation of dowry is according to their status. Other marriage expenditures are shared equally by both the families. Dowry is a must among KVs. Even among SCs, such practice is there, except among the love marriage cases, but the amount of dowry is very small.  

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Generally, the newly married couples live together soon after marriage.

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Most of the people have 2 children only, either males or females.  

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

One is enough, whether it is male or female

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Child mortality is not much. People take treatment for diseases at least by borrowing from others. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We have to decide about the number of children 

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

In anticipation of getting a son, some will have high fertility. 

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


Poverty is the major reason for having low fertility.  

(f) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If we are rich also, we will not have more children.

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Self control and Sterilization. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

FP started in this village long back, 20 years back, in this village.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

FP services are good now-a-days, but mostly through private health facility. Earlier, people used crude methods like penetration of Erukalai stem into the vagina and get aborted. Now, people go to hospital for FP.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Nurse (VHN) takes us to hospital for FP. I do advise everyone about FP, whatever little I know. 

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do not advice.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Doctor and nurses offer the best advice on matters related to FP.  

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Abortion is practiced even now. Fearing that their health may be affected (side effects) due to FP, they resort to abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

There is no traditional method of FP. 

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

Birth of a male baby is celebrated. It is there in other communities also.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Female foeticide is there. It is happening frequently.

      (b1)  Female infanticide 

No female infanticide 

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?
Male children are not given any special care. There is no differential treatment to boys and girls.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Daughters only help parents even after they get married and reside in in-law’s place without the knowledge of husbands, mothers-in-law and fathers-in-law. After schooling, people start earning, say around 15-16 years itself. 

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Children should be educated till they want. 

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are ready to spend money for children’s education, irrespective of son or daughter, till the age of 20 years. 

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

It depends upon the children’s wish. 

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Property like land, house, cattle, etc. is for males. Dowry is for females.

(e) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Definitely, parents are expecting support from children, mostly household expenses at their old age. 

(f) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Only some people want to live with children. Mostly they live with sons, but not with daughters.  

(g) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Some expect help from children to work in land and business, some do not. Parents generally want their children to live in better way. 

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

As the expenses for raising children were less in the past, people had more children. But now-a-days, the cost of raising children is very high and therefore, most of the people in our village have fewer children only. 

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

There is no discrimination like educated or uneducated and rich or poor. All are having less number of children. In this area, all are having fewer children only.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

In Pallapatti area, children are more among Muslims.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
In Karanataka, 90% have more children. People go to daily wage work (mostly SCs), have more children in all the communities.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Kongu Vellals and Kamma Naidus in this area. 

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Only to a certain extent these people influence the others. Generally, as people become richer, they themselves change to have fewer children, but not by seeing others.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, like town people, we can also have one or two children and live happily.

Individual Interview - 9

Mani – Male – Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 28 Years


He is the son of the present Panchayat President and is doing finance business at Tuticorin. He is educated up to 10th standard. He got married recently. He is born and brought up in the same village and for the past 5-6 years, he stays outside the village for business. He could compare the condition of people when he was a young boy and the present condition. He belongs to a socio-economically well-off family.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Now, all are in better condition.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

Economic condition has improved. Earlier, people had cycle, now, two wheeler or car.

(c) Agriculture?

Earlier, agriculture was in better condition. Now, it is in very bad condition.

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier, most of the houses were huts. Now, among Gounders majority of the houses are made up of bricks and concrete roof. Among SCs also some improvement is there in housing pattern. 

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, Kambu, Ragi, Cholam (all are millets) were the major staple foods. They are good for health. Now, just for hungry we eat.

    (e1) Water quality?


Earlier, it was in good condition, now it is in very bad condition.

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, dresses made up of cotton were used. Now, varieties of clothes are available in the market. The dress pattern has changed in all communities.

(g) Health facilities?

Even now, one has to go to Oddanchatram – 20 kms or Karur -30kms. as there are  no health facilities in this village. 

(h) Transport facilities?

20 to 30 years back there was no bus facility. Now private buses are there at fixed time.

(i) Entertainment?

No entertainment in the village.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Earlier, women were under men’s control. Now, women have more freedom in marriage. They have become ward members (political freedom).

(b) Treatment of aged parents? 

Aged parents are taken care of well in all respects like health, food, and clothing. It is true in all the communities.

(c) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

No change in their role. All the leaders are helping even today.

(d) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Local leaders like Panchayat Union Councillor and Panchayat President, now help a lot. No change in their attitude.

(e) How about people’s attitude towards political leaders?

If money is there attitude is good, earlier also it was like that.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and / or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Girl’s marriage age is 21 years. Education is not a barrier for marriage.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Caste is important. Rest depends upon the family background of the bride and groom. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, it was happening frequently. Now, it has been reduced. Horoscope matching is a must. In other communities also, it is there.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

No expectation of dowry as such. But people give voluntarily in our community. Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families involved in marriage.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Soon after the marriage the newly wed couples start living together.  

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Two children; either male or female two are enough. Earlier, no limit for that.

(b) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, they were higher because of non-availability of hospital facilities. Now, both mortality and morbidity have reduced a lot.

(c) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We should decide about the number of children. We should not leave it to chance.

(d) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Lack of awareness about FP is the major reason for having high fertility.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


It is wise to have fewer children, so as to live in a better way. 

(e) Value of children (sons/daughters).

Both are given equal importance in education, decision-making, food, clothing and in all things.      

(f) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If we are rich also, we don’t want to have more children. 20 to 30 years back itself, people from our community had 1 to 2 children only.     

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent

Operation (Sterilization).

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

25 years back itself FP was used.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

The quality of FP service is very good. It is reaching the people in a right way.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss FP with spouse at first and then, with parents and in-laws.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents advise to have 2 children only and we would follow that.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Mostly Village Health Nurse and Doctors advice on matters related to FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

There is no incidence of abortion in this village. We have only less number of children, so it is not there. Very few resort to abortion for spacing between children.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Gingili and Papaya like that. But all these are there now.

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

Nobody celebrates the birth day as such. Well some happiness will be there, if a boy is born because he is the “Varisu” (heir) for the family. 

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

No foeticide because, everyone has less number of children. 

      (b2) Female infanticide 


  No female infanticide 

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

No differential treatment for boys and girls. Both are treated equally.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Male children help more to the family. Till end, they help monetarily and also extend other help. They start earning at 20 years of age.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Males can study up to 23 years and females up to 21 years. However, it is according to their wish. Earlier, people did not send their children to school due to lack of awareness. In other communities, it is not like that.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Definitely, parents are ready to spend money for their children’s education. Earlier, it was not like that due to lack of awareness. They did not know the value of education. Now, everyone knows about it.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

If males, scientist and if females, doctors.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

At 20 years male children start working.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Yes, land, house, cattle, etc. All things whatever they have they give to their sons. For daughters mostly it will be paid as dowry at the time of marriage. 

(f) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

No need of children to work with parents. It is according to the situation, but no expectation as such. Earlier, some used to expect that their children should work with them in lands. It is true in other communities also.

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

We cannot tell that it is less now, from the beginning (since his childhood days), it is less.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

All had started to have fewer children only, irrespective of their caste background, rich/poor, etc. 

(c) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
Muslims used to have more number of children even now.

(d) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
People in Kerala and Tamil Nadu have fewest children.

(e) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, people learn from those who are living in cities and towns.

(f) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, it is feasible for us.

Individual Interview - 10

Selvi – Female - Kongu Vellala Community (BC) – Age 26 Years


She is born and brought up in this village. She is a daughter of the Councillor (of Panchayat Union) and belongs to a socio economically well off family. She is married and is living in Chennai for the past 4-5 years. She had one male child. She had been educated up to 10th standard. Hence, would be able to distinguish the immediate past and present conditions clearly because of her outside exposure.

1   CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

On the whole, the village has improved, but in the recent past, the village is affected by drought in all the ways.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

Economic conditions have definitely changed. Money transaction is more; everybody is using telephones, watching T.V., etc.

(c) Agriculture?

Agriculture has become worse off than before because of water insufficiency. Now, the people have started growing “Kannuvalli Kilangu”, which requires relatively less amount of water, which is a poisonous substance. However, it is used for preparing medicines and is exported to Italy, through which the growers get large sums of money.

(d) Housing conditions?

Housing conditions have improved. Earlier you can see huts everywhere. Now that is not the situation. Most of the houses are made up of cement and bricks. Bathing facility and toilet facility are also available to a certain extent in many houses of the village.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, people were eating cereals and pulses; after that it has been changed to rice. Now-a-days people use vegetables commonly, but earlier its use was rare.

(f) Clothing?

Definitely, lot of change has taken place in dressing pattern. Earlier, people did not have so many dresses, mostly one or two. It used to be repeatedly washed and worn. Now, varieties of dresses are used and no need of using one or two repeatedly.

(g) Health facilities?

Earlier, people were not aware of the diseases. They were not making use of whatever health facilities available in those days. Now-a-days ANM is coming to the village. Otherwise, people have to go 60 kms. away from the village for serious illnesses. 

(h) Transport facilities?

It has improved a bit. One mini bus is coming to the village, since the last one year. Otherwise, we have to walk about 2 kms. for the main bus stop.

(i) Entertainment?

Now, Television has become common. Cable connections are there. Panchayat Television is also there for the public.

2   SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Earlier, if a woman goes out, people may talk about her differently, “See everyday she is going out”. Now, women are looking after everything and can move out freely.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Earlier, we cannot have fun with our parents or we do not talk freely with them. Now, the pattern has been slowly changing; children are moving so freely with their parents. Except that no special change about the behaviour of children is noteworthy. 

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

In the recent past, the elders are taken care of well, at least for the sake of prestige. If they do not look after the parents, villagers may talk something. However, still some young persons are not bothered of their parents.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

Now-a-days, the community leaders are helping to a certain extent. 

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Definitely, it has changed. They are also helping the people.

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
Government officials are also more helpful now-a-days than before.

3   MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

In the past, early marriage of girls was very common in the village, but its prevalence has reduced in the recent past. This is true in all the communities. Now-a-days people delay girls’ marriage because of education, especially among BCs.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Main thing looked into is the status of the family, girl’s interest, whether he can take care of the girl, caste, property, etc. Caste is strictly followed, especially among our community (BCs).

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Consanguineous marriages are very common in all the communities. Now, the trend is slowly changing, declining.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Dowry starts from ten sovereigns highest up to 300 sovereigns. Earlier, there was no dowry or if at all paid, the amount was less than that is paid now-a-days. Same trend is in other communities also, but the amount of dowry is very less. Other marriage expenses are shared by both bride’s and groom’s family. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

No restriction on this now-a-days. Earlier, it was there, it seems, as I came to know from my mother-in-law.  

4   NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Mostly two children, some families are with one more child. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Compulsory, two should be there; otherwise the child may feel lonely.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child loss was common and also morbidity because of insufficient health care. Now, lot of health care facilities are there and thereby, both morbidity and mortality were reduced. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

Number of children should be decided by the couple concerned, but we should not leave it to chance.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

People want to give good education to children and well-settled life. Hence, they prefer small family.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

Importance is still given to male children because they only stay with them (parents) till death, whereas girl child after sometime (after marriage) has to go to another (in-laws’) house. In other communities also, same type of thinking is there.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If there are more number of children, people sarcastically comment that “that house is a 5 pulla veedu or 6 pulla veedu etc. (house which has 5 children or 6 children like that)” and also people tell, “They have more children; so now they are facing so many problems”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If I am richer also, I would have only fewer children as of now. 

5   FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (Sterilization), Loop (IUD) and pills.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

I am not sure about the exact time of starting of FP in this village. People used to say that it had started 30 years back in this village.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Earlier there was no awareness about FP. Now, ANM is telling about it. Now-a-days, people are not bothered about the cost.  The staffs are more cooperative now than earlier.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss about FP at first with husband, then parents and if needed with relatives.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do advice about the number of children. Mostly it is followed.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Doctors.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Abortions are still there particularly for female child. That is people go for scanning (sonography) or horoscope. If it is female child, they go for female foeticide. People do not prefer FP because they do not have a male child. So after conception, they go for sonography, and then go for foeticide, hoping that next time they may get a male child.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

I do not know any traditional FP techniques. Now-a-days, nobody is using such techniques.

6   BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

Yes, birth of a male baby is celebrated because son is considered to be the right person in performing last rites (at the time of death), for the continuation of family lineage and to inherit property. 

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Female foeticide is practised in this area also. It is practised in all communities. Now, there is no female infanticide in this area. 

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

No difference in the treatment of boys and girls. 

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Both female and male children are helping to the family as early as possible. The pattern is same in all communities.

7   CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

It is up to the capacity of the children and parents.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are now ready to spend by borrowing also. Till 20 years of age. 

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

In this village among BCs, mostly finance business for boys and girls not specific. In fact, in most of the families girls are not sent for any job.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

Male children start working from 15 years of age among BCs. In other communities, especially among SCs, both female and male children start working from 15 years onwards.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Yes, land and house to son, especially in Kongu Vellala community.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Yes, mostly monetary help and also help in the business and agriculture.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Parents want to live with their male children but in our village, it is not possible because of draught condition, males have to go outside the village to earn.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Parents want male children to work with them in agriculture and business.

8   SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 

(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Yes. I am pretty sure that the number of children is very less in the village.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Kongu Vellala community started having fewer children because they did not have facilities to raise more children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Muslims and people from north India are having more children even today because they do not want to control the fertility, which is considered as god’s gift.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Muslims and north Indians have large number of children. 

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Malayalees (meaning Keralites) and people from our own (KV) community have the fewest children in India.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, because when they go out, they learn from these people.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Yes, it is possible for us also.

Individual Interview - 11

Marimuthu – Male - Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy) – 

   Age 28 Years 


He is born and brought up in this village. He studied up to 5th standard. He is working as a tractor driver with the Panchayat president. He is aware of the changes among the communities, because he has close contacts with members of Kongu Vellala Community. He has 2 female children and a male child. He belongs to a socio-economically poor family.

1 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Earlier, people were not modernized. Now, people are modernized. There was no transportation facility earlier. Now, it is there. The village has developed in all the aspects. 

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?

Economic condition also has improved.

(c) Agriculture?

Now, there is no water even in bore wells. Even earlier also people used to fetch water manually from wells for agriculture.

(d) Housing conditions?

Earlier, there used to be huts. Now tiled houses have changed to a certain extent. Earlier, there were kerosene lamps in huts, but now electric bulbs are there every where.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?

Earlier, people used to work in farms and got rice, Cholam (Sorghum), Kambu (Pearl millet), ragi (Finger millet), etc. as wages and ate. Now, they take wage in rupees and buy ration rice, which is not sufficient.
    (e1) Water quality?

Earlier, we drank water from wells. Now, we are getting water through bore wells. But there is lot of water scarcity.

(f) Clothing?

Earlier, gents wore only towel piece like dhoti, now they are wearing pants.

(g) Health facilities?

Earlier, if one fell sick, soup made out of ginger, upper skin of neem tree and drumstick tree was given. Now, people visit government hospitals. But we have to go to Pallapatti, Oddanchatram or Karur for medical facilities. Only one nurse (VAN) visits the village once in a month and examines the children.

(h) Transport facilities?

Earlier, people used bullock cart to go out. There was no bicycle even. That too, Kongu Vellalas only had bullock carts. Now, people have vehicles according to their economic status.

2 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)

Earlier, women did not even stand in front of other men and got the credit of having good character. Now, they have come to the level of forming women organizations.

(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

Now, children behave according to their situation towards parents.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

In all the communities aged parents are taken care of well.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

Earlier, small kingdoms were there (Jamindari type). Now it has changed. All communities are given freedom earlier. Village used to be under the rule of community leaders.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

Political leaders, now as well as earlier, visit their constituency at the time of elections. That’s all. Now, not even that. Now, they do not even arrange for replacing the fused bulbs on the roads (street lights).

(f) And about government officials? Has their approach to people’s problems changed?
As far as government officials are concerned, at the time of giving petition and after that also, they do not care it. Either in the past and even in the present days, things will move or officials will work only if we bribe them.

3 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, there was no law; so girls were married at the age of 14 years. Now, after 18 only they get marry. Yes, because of schooling, marriages are postponed to girls, but only in some cases (In all the communities).

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Mainly, one will look into the boy’s and girl’s willingness, nothing else. For boys, character should be good. In other communities other things like dowry, status, property, etc. are seen. Among Backward Community horoscope matching of the boys and girls is done at the time of marriage.
(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Consanguineous marriages are contracted frequently in the past. Now, its prevalence has reduced.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Among BCs, economic status of the family is considered at the time of marriage. But among SCs, it is not so. Other marriage expenditures are used to be met by both the families (boy’s and girl’s) equally. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Mostly the newly wed couples live together immediately after marriage, irrespective of communities and time period. 

4 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, people used to have, on an average, 5 to 6 children. Even now also this situation continues. Earlier, two wives gave birth to 4 children, whereas in the recent past, one wife gives birth to two children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Now, only one daughter and one son seems to be better. Earlier, there was no control. Earlier, some used to have children, till they get a male child. Among SCs remarriages are done for widows as well as widowers. Earlier, it was not like that. Now it is there. In other communities it is not like that. In Kongu Vellala community they used to have 1 or 2 children only. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, there was no proper hospital facility. Many were affected by small pox. Moreover, there was nobody to tell about good or bad things. They believe only god, so mortality was high. Now, medical facilities are available at the nearest town. This is among all the communities.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We have to decide about the number of children. Earlier, people left it for chance. 

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Lack of awareness is the main reason for high fertility. If children are more in a family, we cannot grow them up in a better manner; so people should have fewer children.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

Importance is given both for son and daughter and both are treated equally. Earlier, female had no importance because they had to settle in another (in-law’s) family.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If rich people have more children, people tell, “They would be able to manage, no problem”. If it is a poor person, they tell, “He doesn’t have the capacity to mange so many children, then why should he have so many children”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If I would have been richer, I would have stopped with one child. I am poor. They may work with me, so I prefer to have only 3. 

5 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Now, everybody knows about FP methods like Nirodh, Copper-T, injection, condoms, etc. In olden days, gingili (sesame), sugar, papaya etc. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

FP was there in this village since 25 years back.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

In this village, FP is considered as a good means to control fertility.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First discuss with spouse about FP. Then we tell to VHN. She gives us good advice. Through her, people go for sterilization and some teachers also used to advice about FP. They give better information about FP.
(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do not interfere about the number of children. We would like to have children according to our ability to manage.

(f) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Abortion is not that frequent either in the past or in the present. People resort to abortion because of the apprehension that they will become weak and cannot work, if they undergo sterilization (FP).

6 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

If girls are more, expenditure would be more; so people celebrate the birth of a male child with more happiness.  

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Yes, expecting a male child, people go for foeticide. But it is rare in these days.

      (b1) Female infanticide


 No female infanticide in this village.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Special care is given for males because he inherits the family. 

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? 

Nobody helps the family in SC community, whether it is a male or female child. 

(d1) How early do they earn?


 Among SCs, children go for work 10-12 years onwards.

7 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Whether it is male or female, we educate them till they get a job. After that, it is their wish. 

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

We are ready to spend on children’s education.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

If male, the job of police is preferable. If females, jobs like teacher or nurse are the most preferable ones.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

Male children start working since 12 years. This is common in other communities also.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Household articles, gold, etc. will be given to female children. Lands and whatever immovable property available with us will be given to male children.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

If parents are in poor condition they expect money and food.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

They want to live together with children. But wives of children (daughters-in-law) want to live separately.  By and large, people would like to live with sons only. 

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Definitely, if parents are working, we also help them. 

8 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Definitely, number of children has been reduced compared to the past. Earlier, there used to 4 or 5, now only 1 or 2.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Only BCs (KVs) in our areas have fewer children. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

In India, Muslims have high fertility. Example is Muslims in the Pallapatti area. 

(d) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
People living in Tamil Nadu have fewest children.     

(e) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, villagers accept others opinion. On seeing them, villagers also have changed.

(f) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, like people in cities or towns, we can also be. It is feasible for us also to have one or two children.

Individual Interview - 12

Rasu – Male – Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy) – Age 24 Years


He is born and brought up in this village. He studied up to 10th standard and is working as an assistant in Panchayat office. He knows the functions of the Panchayat and also about the day-to-day activities of all the communities. He could tell about the attitudes of younger generation. He also explained about the practice of people for finance business i.e., who, at what age, etc.  He belongs to a socio-economically moderate family.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Now-a-days people wait for girl’s marriage up to 18 years of age. Also some postpone girls’ marriage because of education.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Among BCs, caste, property and status are strictly looked into, whereas among SCs, just the willingness of the bride and groom only.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, it was very common and now, also it is there, but reduced a lot.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

It depends on the status of both the families. Other marriage expenditures are shared by both the families. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, people used to see good day and time, which delays about 2-3 months. But in the recent past, after marriage the couple will live together immediately.  

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Now in each family, by and large, 2 children are there. Among SCs, it is up to 3 children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Better to have 2 children only. No matter, whether it is a boy or girl.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality and morbidity were high because of insufficient health facilities. Today their prevalence has been reduced due to immunization to children and improvement in sanitation, etc. in addition to the availability of sufficient health facilities at least in the nearby towns. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

People should decide about the number of children they would like to have.

(e) Reasons for high / low fertility.

Mainly because of son preference, people have high fertility. 

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


In order to lead a good life, people have low fertility. 

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

Importance is still given to male children by the parents because they only stay with them till their end of life. .

(g) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If I am richer also, I would have only fewer children as I have now. 

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (sterilization), loop (IUD) and Oral Pills.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

I learnt that long back (about 30 years) itself FP was known in this village. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Now, people can easily access FP services and the quality of service also is good.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss firstly with spouse, then with parents and some times with relatives.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents do advice about the number of children and mostly it is followed.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurse, Doctors and Teachers. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Now-a-days, only those people who want a son resort to abortions in this village. People do not prefer FP because they want to have a male child.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

No idea in the past. Now-a-days, mostly people adopt modern methods of FP only. 

BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

Yes, some people celebrate baby boy’s birth day, because son is considered as the “varisu”. But in the recent past, most of the people are thinking that both boy and girls are equal. 

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

No such practices in this area forever.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?
Now, people are not showing differential treatment to male and female children. 

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

Definitely male children only help the family like taking care of old parents, sister’s marriage, etc. Son used to start earning by 20 years of age. In SC community, daughters also used to help the parents by working in the fields at young ages, say about 13-14 years. 

CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

It is up to the capacity of the children and parents.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents are ready to spend money on their studies till they study (now).

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

Not specific about the job, whatever is suitable and eligible to get will be taken over by the boys and girls. 

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

Among SCs, both male and female children start earning by 13-14 years or so. Even among BCs also, majority of male children start working from 15 years of age, whereas they don’t send their daughters to work. 

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

Yes, land, house, in Gounder communities. Among SCs, where is the property? 

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

Definitely, parents are expecting to get support from children like monetary support and girl’s (daughter’s) marriage expenses, etc. among BCs. In the case of SCs, children are taking care of the parents to a limited extent only.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Among BCs, parents would like to live with male children, but almost all the male children are staying outside the village for business purposes. In the case of SCs, some parents live with male children. 

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Among BCs, mostly in finance they help, but not in agriculture. Among SCs, there is neither land nor business and therefore, help from children does not arise at all. 

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Yes, in this village, most of the people have less number of children only during the recent past.       

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

KV community only has started having one or two children as early as 20 years back, as they do not want to divide the property among more number of children. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Muslims of Pallapatti area have more children. They want to increase their share of population in India. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)
Mostly among Muslims.  

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Malayalees (meaning Keralites), Kamma Naidus and Kongu Vellalas.  

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely, because people now-a-days are going outside the village frequently and they learn from them.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Yes, having one or two children is the most beneficial for us and hereafter, younger generation would like to follow it.

ODUVANKUPPAM VILLAGE (HIGH FERTILITY SITE)

Individual Interview –13 

Arputha Christin Mary - Roman Catholic (Backward Community) - Female –

 








              Age 54 Years 

This woman is working as a Child Welfare Organizer (CWO) in a Balwadi. She serves in the same centre and village for the past 30 years and she was greatly involved in target approach of Family Planning programme. As she has rich experience and acquaintance with the people of this village, she is able to explain the attitudes of people towards family planning methods and adoption of FP methods over a period of time, in addition to the lifestyles and social changes in the village. Even now she gives advice to people about FP methods and people also approach her easily to know about FP methods. Her husband is working as a surveyor, who originally belongs to SC community. There is a love marriage. She has 3 sons. Her family belongs to a socio-economically moderate level. 

9 CHANGING CONDITIONS 

(a) Are people generally better off now than in the past, or worse off, or things have not changed much? Is this true of all communities in the village?

Development has taken place in all the aspects.

Tell me if there have been changes in these during the last 20-30 years? (For each item, if the answer is YES, ask: In what way?)

(b) Economic conditions?


People earn by working outside the village only; mostly, through construction work.

(c) Agriculture?


Earlier, people used to reap 20-30 sacks of paddy. Now, where is that production?

(d) Housing conditions?


Earlier, huts were there; now, majority of families live in concrete buildings.

(e) Food and drinking water (quality, variety)?


Earlier, floured millets had been used. Now, the use of rice is more. We used to take millets rarely. 

      (e1) Water quality?


Earlier, well water, now water is supplied through street pipes.

(f) Clothing?


There is much development in dressing.

(g) Schooling?

There is only one school here. For higher classes, people go to Kadachipuram, Karanai, Mugaiyur. For collegiate education, one has to go to the towns like   Thirukovilur, Villupuram and Thiruvannamalai.

(h) Health facilities?


Earlier, if one is not well, people used to follow superstitious things. Now, there is a 
hospital in Karanai.

(i) Transport facilities?


One corporation bus has been coming for the past 10 years. For the past 5 years, two private buses also have been coming to this village.

(j) Entertainment?


Gents used to play cards and ball. Ladies perform “Kummi” (Singing and Dancing with clapping of hands) during the time of Pongal festival and also play “Nondi” (Fold one leg, one person walk or move gently within a specified small square or circle to catch the other person in the game, who in turn has to do the same). Generally, rich people watch television.

10 SOCIAL ATTITUDES 

(a) The conditions of women? Do women have more freedom now than in the past? (If YES, in which aspects?)


Earlier, women were like slaves. Now, they are free.


(b) Behavior of children towards parents?

     Earlier, till parents are alive, they listened to the words of parents only. Now, only up to teenage, they listen to parents’ words.

(c) Treatment of aged parents? 

     Children look after the parents very well.

(d) Has the role of community leaders changed in the society?

     Earlier, community leaders were not good. Now it is better.

(e) What about political leaders? Has their role and attitude changed?

      Now, it is better.

11 MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.


Among RCs, marriages are done after 21 years of age. Among Hindus, marriages for girls are performed as soon as they attain puberty.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?



They see first whether the person is good, then family status, religion, property, 
complexion, economic status and all are considered.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

      Among RCs, there is no marriage among relatives. In Hindus, it is there. But consanguineous marriages have been reduced.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Generally, dowry used to be given according to the family situation; about 15-20 sovereigns of gold are given. Other marriage expenditures are spent by boy’s family. The practice is common among all MBCs (Vanniars) as well as SCs.     

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Now-a-days, immediately after marriage new couples live together. 

12 NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children


Highest is about 4-5. It is almost the same among all (SCs, MBCs and BCs).

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.


2 are enough; 1 male and 1female. Now, in all the castes, it is like that only.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.


Now it is less because earlier there was no immunisation and vaccination. Now 
immunisation and vaccination are given by VHN in the village itself.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?


It is better to decide.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.


They expect sons. So it is high. They want more sons to support at the old age and 
have more children. Some have children due to re-operation.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

Since, it is difficult to manage more children, people have low fertility. Moreover, we should also think of the consequences in terms of not possible of earning land, house, etc. 

(f) Value of Children (Sons/daughters)


Sons are given importance because they have to inherit the property and perform the

      last rites. For daughters clothes and jewels should be given.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

“They have so many children like goats or dogs. Rich people only have reduced. Why does he have so many?” - like that people talk.

(g1). How are people with low fertility considered?

If less number of children is there, people tell that it is good they have good children.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

     As money starts gathering people even do not want to have children.

13 FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

     
Copper-T, sterilization and Tablets.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?


In 1982 only, the people of this village know FP. From 1985-86 onwards, people themselves have started to adopt. Earlier, there were targets (assigned number of cases of family planning) for nurses, teachers, CWO and CNW, which have to be fulfilled by them during a particular year; otherwise, they were punished. So, we gave cash from our own pockets like Rs 500/- or Rs. 600/- or Rs. 700/- to those who are willing to undergo female sterilization. Government gave Rs.300/- apart from our money. We used to take to Villupuram or Thiruvanamalai.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

VHN, myself and CNW are trying our level best to inform the importance of FP and also try to provide services at free of cost.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 


CWO, CNW, spouse, Nurse (ANM/VHN)

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?


Earlier, they used to advise to have more children.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

       CWO, VHN, who had undergone sterilization tell about FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.


Earlier, it was more, now it has been reduced. Some go for abortion because that, particular month is not good.     

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?


In 1976, men had gone for sterilisation. I do not know any other traditional methods.

14 BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?


People feel happy, if it is male. They cry if it is a girl baby because they have to give 
dowry.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Not done in our village.

(b1) Female infanticide 


Not at all practiced in our village.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?


Both are treated equally in a good manner.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

In the recent past, mostly daughters only help the family. Even if mother’s character is like a dog, they treat her (mother) as a mother. At young age itself, they learn tailoring. Even before puberty, they go for work, earn and give to parents.

15 CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?


No age bar for education. If depends on the interest and economic status.

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?


They are ready to spend; for both male and female children.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

For females, nurse or teacher is better. For male, teacher or military service is preferred.

(d) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)


Land, property, whatever is saved is for sons only.

(e) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?


Parents want. But the daughter-in-law do not like. If they want to live together, they 
live with male children only.

(f) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?


They do want the studying children to help them. But they expect those who are not 
studying.

16 SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Now, it is reduced more than earlier.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?


It is less among RCs; even lesser than among MBCs and SCs.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

      SC people only still have more children.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)


 I do not know.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?

Those who live in cities have fewer children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?


Yes. They learn by seeing others.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?


Definitely, it is feasible.

Individual Interview - 14

Vincent – Male – Roman Catholic (BC) – Age 35 Years

He had been in this village since childhood. He has studied up to 12th standard. He has own cultivation, in addition to working as tractor driver at a quarry. He has a daughter and a son. He has close contacts with members of MBC, SC as well as RC communities. He could tell the changes, which had taken place among all communities in the last 20 years. He belongs to a socio-economically moderate family.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

MBCs perform marriages of girls at 16 or 17 years of age, whereas SCs perform marriage even at the age of 14 or 15 years. Among Christians, it is preached by the priest that the marriages for girls should be performed after the completion of 18 years only.  Now because females are educated, marriages are postponed. But children are not educated to that high level (say under graduate or post-graduate degree), which may delay their marriage.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Not that much importance is given to religious-caste background of the groom / bride while choosing them in marriage among the SCs and Roman Catholics. Generally, Christians marry SCs or SCs marry Christians, under the condition that whatever the religion/caste background of the bride/groom to be married into a RC family, they should convert to Christianity, and then only marriages are performed. In other community, they seek match according to their family status.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

There is no marriage among relatives in RCs. Christian priest tell “if marriages are contracted among relatives children born to such couples in future will have some health problems”. But among MBCs, even now marriages among relatives are common so as to maintain the blood relationship (kinship ties). 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Nobody demands dowry at marriage. Parents will give whatever is possible to their daughters at the time of marriage. Other marriage expenditures like food, marriage hall, etc. have to be borne by boy’s family in this area.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Mostly immediately after marriage, that is why first night is celebrated.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Now, at least 4 or 5 children are preferred.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Generally, it is better to have two children, whether it is male or female.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality was high. No medicines and no transportation facility; so it was high. Now, the prevalence of infant and child mortality as well as morbidity is comparatively much less. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

It is better to decide about the number of children. If we leave it to chance, we are one among the cows and sheep.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

There was no facility for FP those days. Though the facilities are available at Villupuram, Thirukkovilur, etc., people are afraid to adopt FP because they think if they go for FP, they cannot work in agricultural fields. They feel that if the baby is delivered, it will grow somehow, automatically.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

Those who have some awareness think, “Why to have many children? We can grow them better if we have one or two children”.

(f) Value of children.
For daughters importance is given to clothing, education, marriage expenditure, for sons like land, house, education, etc.  
(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more children are there, people tell, “Without brain (thinking), he had so many children and now he is facing so many problems”.

(g1) How are people with lower fertility considered?


If less children are there people tell, “Good, he stopped with one or two children”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Now, whether rich or poor, people want to have only fewer children, as they want to grow them in a better way.

5. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Know about operation (sterilization for men and women) and loop insertion (Copper-T) for women. Christians use all these things. In other communities also, these are adopted. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

As far as I know, 17 or 18 years back men have adopted FP (vasectomy). After one or two years, females have started to go for FP.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

For FP, people go to the towns like Villupuram, Thirukkovilur and Thiruvannamalai. The quality of care is good there. Earlier, the Government used to give Rs. 300/- or 400/- to those who adopts tubectomy. But now, people have to spend from their own pockets. However, people are ready to adopt family planning methods mostly after 3 children. 

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First discuss about FP between husband and wife. Then, discuss about it with father-in-law, mother-in-law and parents (of wife). Some do not consult anyone.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents tell to have 4 or 5 children. Is it possible to have so many?

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

15 years back, VHN, CNW made house to house visit and told about FP. But now people have realized the importance of family planning by themselves. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Some go for abortion. They go for spacing between children. Also, people are afraid that they will die if they undergo FP (female sterilization).

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

I do not know the methods used in olden days. 

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Presently in our village, all communities have less number of children only.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Educated people have fewer children. Rich people also have fewer children only.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Still people from SC community and MBC community have more children. Among Christians (RCs) also, it is slightly higher. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, Muslims have more children. They want to increase the followers of their religion.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Brahmins and Kongu Velllalas have the fewest children in this region. People from Kerala also have fewest children. 

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, now people have changed because they go outside for work.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

At present, everybody thinks that one or two children are feasible for him or her so as to have better life.

Individual Interview–15

 Jackline Marry – Female- Roman Catholic (BC) - Age 32 Years

She is educated up to 10th standard and working (for about 12 years) as a Community Nutrition Worker (CNW) in the Balwadi located in the middle of the village. She gives advice to villagers in matters related to FP. People also approach her frequently to go for sterilization. She helps the villagers. She has 2 children, one male and one female. She belongs to a socio-economically moderate family. She has close contacts with the people of other communities also, MBC and SC. She could tell the changes in people’s attitude in the recent past in all the communities.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Generally, in RCs, marriage age for girls is 18 years. Now the marriages are performed after that age only. In other castes, marriages are performed before 18 it self. Among MBCs, some postpone marriage due to girl’s education. But most of them won’t delay the marriage of the girls due to education.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Nothing is seen in love marriages. In SCs and RCs, love marriages are common. Some inter-caste marriages also are there. Hence, they do not look into the characteristics like caste, education, etc. However if the marriages are arranged by parents, caste, property, etc. are seen. Not that much expectation about occupation.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

In RCs, uncle-niece marriages are not allowed. If it is done, we should pay a penalty of Rs. 500/-. In other castes, about half of the marriages are performed among relatives. It is much less now.     

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Generally, dowry is not demanded in this area. Mostly love marriages take place; hence, there is no dowry. But, in Most Backward Community (Vanniars), the amount of dowry is paid according to the economic status.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, people used to see auspicious day and time. Now, even the premarital union couples get marry.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, there used to be 10-12 children. Now, in all the communities people used to get 2 to 4 children only.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Two are enough whether it is male or female.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, there were no hospital and transportation facilities. In those days, if the child was ill, some pooja (offering prayers to God) is done with the enema neem leaves. They get “thiruneer” (white coloured tilak put on forehead) from poojari (priest). They do not go to hospitals. Now immunisations and vaccinations are given to children. Many had died due cholera and small pox in the past. They used to take the ‘kool’ prepared 3 days before. Because of these things more children used to die in the past. Now medical facilities are there. Doctor and nurse come to the village itself. Beyond that in Kandachipuram (small town, distance about 5 kms.) medical facilities are available. Transportation facilities are there. If one is ill, they can be taken to hospital by bus, two wheeler and cycle. Therefore, child mortality is comparatively less now.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

As people left it to chance only, they had so many children earlier (in all the communities). Now, nobody leaves it for chance. People themselves have become aware and go for sterilization.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Earlier, people had more children. Now it has been reduced. There was no awareness about FP methods before 30 years. Even 15 years back also, if one undergo FP, they come and tell to others that they had gone for FP and complain that due to sterilization they got pains in head, neck pain, not able to work, etc. So people do not go for FP, and thereby, fertility was very high. Further, if some one gets only female children continuously, they want to have sons. Some are afraid that children may die after they are sterilized. With all these, they have more children.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


People think that it is enough to have two children and it is better.

(f) Value of children (sons).

Son will perform his duties of funeral pyre at the time of death.

(f1) Value of daughters.

If it is a daughter everybody thinks it as less prestigious, more expenditures for bring up her and finally, in addition she goes to another family. So there is less importance to daughter. Some treat both equally.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

People talk, “Why they have so many children? It is better to have one or two children”.

(g1) How are people with lower fertility considered?

If there are fewer children to some couples, people tell, “It is good. They are aware and have fewer children”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

In the present conditions, whatsoever rich we may be, we cannot manage more number of children.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Know about temporary methods like, copper-T, loop, tablets, etc. and permanent methods such as tubectomy and the laparatomy.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

People are using for about 15 years or so. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

VHN provides the services for Copper-T and Oral pills free of cost. For tubectomy one has to go to nearby towns. Earlier, the Government used to give Rs. 200/- per tubectomy acceptor. Now they themselves are going.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First it is discussed between Husband and wife. Then, it will be discussed with VHN, father-in-law, mother-in-law, etc.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Now nobody listens to parents’ advice.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Persons like CNW, CWO, VHN and at times school teacher.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Earlier and now also, abortion is in practice. This is because the people here are giving birth to more number of children. If people go for abortion in stead of FP, it means that they are afraid of FP like they may die (due to tubectomy) or they may get side effects. (Those who had undergone FP tell others that they have those problems). If it is a female foetus, people go for abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Nobody takes such medicines.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

My god! It is much less than earlier.      

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Mostly educated and those who are aware about the outside would have less children. It is less among RCs and Vanniars (MBC). Mainly people felt that there is difficulty in raising the large number of children. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

In this village, SCs have more children even today. They use to have large number of children due to illiteracy, anticipating that children will earn money and look after them, in addition to fear of family planning. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, Muslims have more children. Then, people from Uttar Pradesh state have high fertility. After that, SCs have large number of children.      

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Keralites (people from Kerala state) have fewer children. Then, it is less among Forward Castes, like Brahmins, Mudaliars, etc. 

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes. On seeing others and because of our (CWO and CNW) advice, they have changed little bit. Those who had gone out for business or some work, they have changed by seeing others.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

It is better. If one or two only are there, we can lead a better life.

Individual Interview–16
Neethi – Male - Roman Catholic (BC) – Age 31 years  


He is Vice president of the Panchayat. He was born and brought up in the same village. He is educated up to 5th standard and engaged in cultivation, in addition to owner of a tailoring shop within the village. He has telephone connection, which he kept in his tailoring shop. This facility (both local and STD facility is made available) is extended to other villagers on rental basis. He is involved in the Panchayat activities and he helps the villagers in government office work, etc. He belongs to socio-economically moderate family. He has 2 male children. He appears to be very dynamic and helpful to the villagers as well as to outsiders.  

MARRIAGE 

(a)  Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Among the Hindus, marriages are performed as soon as the girls attain puberty, but among RCs it is almost a rule to perform the marriages of the girls after 18 years of age. Generally, people will not discontinue the schooling of girls due to marriage. Mostly, they go for higher education and then get marry. 

(b)  How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Caste is not seen. Whatever may be the caste, if they want to marry a girl or boy from a Christian family, they have to convert into Christianity.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Christians should not perform marriage among relatives. If it is done, they have to pay penalty of Rs.500/-. Some pay the penalty and marry because they want their relations.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Small amounts of dowry only. Maximum it may be 5-6 sovereigns of gold. Other marriage expenditures have to be met by boy’s family.     

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Generally, immediately after the marriage, the first night will be arranged

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Now-a-days, most of the people have 2-3 children only. Earlier, majority of the people in our community as well as other communities had 5-6 children. 

(b)  Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

It is better to have one male and female child in a family.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, it was more. Now, there is a lot of reduction in the level of mortality and morbidity. In earlier days, people were not hygienic and not aware of healthy practices. So, morbidity was high. Now people have a lot of awareness about clean water, clean surroundings etc. So, mortality is less.

(d)  Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

How can we say, it is given by god? We should limit the number of children.

(e) Reasons for high fertility.

During the past, the main reasons for higher fertility were lack of awareness and non-availability of FP methods. Even if some FP methods were available, people were afraid of FP due to the side effects caused by them.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

When people become more and more aware about FP methods and problems in raising large number of children, they have started to limit the number of children.

(f) Value of children (sons/daughters).

We are not rearing the children by their gender background. Both male and female children are equal for us. Even, rich people treat both equally. Only poor people have lot of son preference and thereby, used to treat well the male children. 

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more children are there, people tell, “Why does he want to face problems by giving birth to more number of children?”

(g1). How are people with low fertility considered?

People feel, “It is an ideal family, their lives will be happy”. 

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Rich people only want to have fewer children. 

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Among the Christians, there is religious preaching against abortion. I know about (female) sterilization, Copper-T and Oral pills.      

(b)  When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

Sterilisations are being done in our community since 15 years. That time, only a few have adopted that. Even the Government gave Rs. 200/- for those sterilized. Now, that scheme (paying incentives) is not there. Earlier, people used to go to Government Hospitals located in towns like Villupuram, Thirukovilur etc. Now, people go to either government or private hospitals located at Vilupuram or Thirukovilur towns. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

The Nurse helps in getting the temporary methods. She visits the village monthly once and is very cordial to women. Pills and Copper-T are supplied free of cost only.   

(d)  With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First, we will discuss with spouse, and then with parents.
(e)  Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents advise, but husband and wife’s decision is the final one.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Mainly the Nurse; at community nutrition centre, noon-meal organizer do advice.

(g)  Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

No abortion in Christian community. Since abortion is banned now, there is no abortion. I do not know about other communities.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

People tell about something, but in the recent past, such methods are not there.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Now, people have lesser number of children compared to the past. About 40% have 2-3 children, whereas the rest still have more than that. 

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Educated and those who are aware of the day-to-day affairs have less number of children, in order to provide children a good life.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

SCs have more number of children in our village. MBCs also have more children. They are not aware of the latest situation. They feel children will support (economically) them.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

SC people have more children.

(e) Are these people influencing villagers?

Some have changed. Otherwise, they are just like that.

(f) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Now, people are thinking like that only.      

Individual Interview–17

Palani – Male – Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy) – Age 80 Years  


He is a community leader (called Maniakarar) for SC. He has close communication with other communities also. He is more than 80 years old. He could narrate the changes over a period of 50 years. He is survived by his sons and belongs to a socio-economically backward family. He has two daughters and one son. He knows about the vasectomy camps conducted during the emergency period (1975-76). 

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

In the past, girls married even before they attained puberty. As soon as the baby is born, they used to get engaged and they used to get married before 10-12 years of age. Now, they get married after 6 months or one year or two years after puberty, mostly at the ages of 15 or 16 years. Such practices are common in all communities of this village. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?
In those days, economic status was not taken into consideration. If a boy is 25 years and girl is 12 or 13 years, they were married. Even the age difference may be 15 or 20 years. Now to a certain extent age difference is looked into, which will be around 5 years. According to the economic status, property, job and education are looked into. Among SCs and RCs caste/religion is not seen that much. But it is seen among Vanniar community to a certain extent.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

During those days, people wanted to maintain the relationship. In this village, mostly bride and bridegroom belong to the same village. Earlier, they usually give their daughters in marriage outside the village. Now marriages among relatives have become reduced. Now, girls are married to outside places also.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?
In Vanniar community, they give about 5-10 sovereigns of gold. Generally, dowry is not demanded. In SC and RC communities, there are many love marriages, wherein the role of dowry does not arise. In the past, other marriage expenditures were looked after by boy’s family and this practice continues even today. 
(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, to search for the girl, parents footwear would wear out (meaning – it takes such a long time). Even after they initiate an alliance, it takes 5 or 6 months or at times even one year to finalise the marriage. But now-a-days, generally, in SCs and RCs, girls get married after 6-7 months of pregnancy. It is not like that in Vanniar community.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

In our age (say 50 years back), some were there with 16 children. Then it came to      7 or 8. Now, it has come down to 4 or 5 or 6.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

According to the present condition, whichever may be the community it is better to stop with 2-3 children.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, people used to prepare “Kool” (porridge). They ground (powdered) the millets in the morning, dried it up and fermented till night. It is cooked for dinner only. People eat rice only for 3 days in a week. So many people used to be affected by various diseases. People go to Villupuram, Kandachipuram, Thirukkovilur, Vettavalam, etc. for getting treatment for diseases. Even for that there was no proper transportation facility. So mortality and morbidity were high in the past. Now, the food pattern has been changed, and also medical and transportation facilities are plenty. So it is less only.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We can’t leave it to chance. If that is so, God also has given this poor economic condition. Are we leaving just like that?

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

There used to be plenty of rains that time. Agriculture was in good condition. Just with one rupee, one can get rice, cereals, etc. Cost of rearing children was very less and thereby, people had many children in the past. Further, there used to be rains during the Tamil months of Ippasi, Karthigai and Margazhi (October-December). Climate is cool. It was not possible to go for work outside. So there was no other job other than having children (hinting that sexual contact with wife was the major work in those days). 

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

People are modernized today. They know that it is not possible to manage if more number of children is there. Hence, they have fewer children. 

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If he has good economic status and has more children, people tell, “It is his wish, why should we bother about it?” If he is poor and has more children, people tell, “Why should he have more children and face problems?”
(g) Low fertility considered?

If there are fewer children, people tell, “He is a Gentleman! Being aware of the present situation, he has fewer children”.
(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Whether rich or poor, according to the present conditions, it is better to have 1 or 2 children only. 

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

I know only about sterilization for men and women. 

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

During the last 20 years only, people do not know about FP before that.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

It is not nearer to our village. We have to go to Villupuram for about 25 kms. That side, after Kandachipuram (5 kms.) or we have to go to Thirukkovilur, which is about 15 kms. If we give money only, they will care well.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Generally, the couple will discuss FP among themselves (Husband-wife), however, if elders are there, mother-in-law and father-in-law, their views are also taken care of.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Earlier, they listened to parent’s words. Now-a-days, some listen and some do not.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

15 years back, teachers, nurse, CWO and CNW used to make house to house visit to advice about FP. Now, people themselves learn through TV, Radio, etc. and are adopting FP. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

15 years back, foetuses wrapped in clothes would be there in ponds, wells (in not good condition), etc. Now, people mostly go to hospitals for abortion. But now, it is not like that. Fear of FP is the major reason for resorting to FP.  

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Earlier, it was there. Erukkalai stems and medicines prepared out of some green leaves and roots were used for that purpose. 

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?
Now children are less as compared to earlier. Now, people have mostly 3 or 4 children only. Earlier, the number of children was like 12 or 16, etc. 

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Nobody in specific. People, by and large, were not modernized earlier and thereby, almost all had large number of children earlier. Now, all are modernized and thereby, they are having fewer children. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Earlier, almost all had large number of children. Now also, it is higher among RCs and SCs.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

I do not know.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Iyers (Brahmins) and Chettiars have fewest children to a certain extent.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, on seeing others, they also change.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Everybody thinks like that only.

Individual Interview–18

Vengadesan – Male - Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy) – 

    Age 30 years  


He was born and brought up in the village. He has studied up to 10th standard and has been working as an agricultural labourer. He belongs to a poor family. He has two male children. As he knows about the village since childhood, he could be able to tell about the changes that have occurred in the conditions of the village in the past 15-20 years. 

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

In those days, girls got married at the age of 13 or 14 years. Now, in all the communities, people used to perform marriages of girls at 16 or 17 years. Generally, marriages are not postponed due to education, as the girls are not educated up to 12th standard or beyond.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

To a certain extent property is looked into. Other than that, education, caste, job, etc. are not that much looked into for match selection.  

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Now, consanguineous marriages have been reduced. Earlier, in order to maintain the blood relationships much closer and intact, such marriages were common. Now, if the boy is richer than the relative bride, parents prefer outside person only.  

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Some give 1 or 2 sovereigns of gold and some give about 10 to 12 sovereigns as dowry. Other than this, the expenditure is mostly for arranging the feast, marriage hall, clothes to bride and groom as well as to relatives, etc. Majority of the expenditure has to be borne by boy’s side only. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Generally, earlier days, auspicious day is seen. Even now, it is there in an arranged marriage, not in the case of love marriage. But such day will be very close to the day of marriage, say the same day or within a week or so.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, there were 5 or 6 children in every family. Now also 4-5 children can be seen in majority of the families. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Two children are enough for a family; 1 male and 1 female.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, diseases were common for children. Now, it has been reduced. Now-a-days, bus facility is there to reach the hospital, which is situated at 5 kms. away from the village. People are making use of such a facility and thereby, now diseases and mortality among children is less.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We have to decide about the number of children. We should not leave it to chance.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Those who expect a male child, but getting only females continuously, will only have high fertility. In our village, for 4 or 5 persons, children have died after they had undergone FP. Then they had gone for re-operation (tubal ligation) and had children. But all (poor) people cannot go for such an operation. So, people do not want to take risk of losing children after adopting FP, instead they feel happy to have more children.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

Less children means, they think, “It is enough. If one or two are there we can bring up them in a better way”.

(f) Value of children.
Both are valuable to us and will be given same treatment.  No differentiation. Both are our children only.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more number of children are there to a person, people feel, “Why should he have so many children without thinking?” 

(g1) How are people with lower fertility considered?

If less number of children are there for a person, people tell, “Good. He has only two children. He does not have any problem in the family”. 

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Whether rich or poor, earlier people had more children. Now, if they have money in crores (100 million) of rupees also, people limit with two children.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (sterilization), Copper-T and Pills.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

Since the last 10 years FP is practiced in this village. Even SC people know about FP for the last 10 years.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude).

Mostly the services will be availed from Villupuram and Thirukkovilur. They take care well. Transportation cost is ours. But earlier, those willing to adopt family planning were taken by vehicles of the Government to the hospital. 

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Husband-wife, parents, after deciding, they tell to VHN. She takes the women for FP. Now, people themselves are going. 

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents advise. Some listen to them.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Mostly by Teacher and Nurse. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Abortion is not there now. It was there earlier. Expecting a male child, people go for abortion.     

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

I do not know traditional methods. Now people go for operation.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?
Now, it has been reduced a lot.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Educated people had fewer children. Rich people had more only.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Those who are not aware of the advantage of small family and importance of family planning, still have more children.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, generally, SCs have more children. Then, Muslims do have more

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Number of children is the fewest among the Gounders and Brahmins.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, people learn from those members who have less number of children.  

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Now, all think that one or two children are enough. It will be very good to have fewer children.     

Individual Interview–19

Arayee – Female – Scheduled Caste (Lowest in Caste Hierarchy) – 

   Age 27 Years 

She is born and brought up in this village and also got married in this village only. She is an illiterate and works as an agricultural labourer, in addition to engaging herself in cultivation with little land they own. She has 3 children one female and two males. Economic condition of her family is moderate.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

In RCs, marriages for girls are being done after 18 or 20 years of age only. 15-20 years back, marriages were celebrated at the age of 15-16 years. Now it is performed after 18 years only. In SCs, in olden days, marriages were performed before 13 years of age itself. Now most of the marriages are at 14 or 15 years. Among Vanniars also, it is 14 or 15. Since most are love marriages, marriages are taking place at lower ages. Now-a-days, since girls are educated to a certain extent, marriages are postponed a little bit.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Some expect education and economic status. Since marriages are done among relatives, people do not see education and job. If it is not among relatives, they look in to how much acres of land they possess and economic status also. No caste is seen as far as this village is concerned. Christians and SC community people marry. Even a few MBC married from SC community also. If the match (bride or groom) is found in RCs, the other member (bride or groom belonging to other community / religion) should convert into Christianity. Then only the marriages are performed.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

In Vanniar community as well as in SC, most of the marriages are contracted among relatives. But, in RCs, they do not perform marriage among relatives. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Army men, Lawyers, Doctors, nobody gave more than 5 sovereigns those days. But now, to a certain extent, in all communities gold jewellery is given. Food expenditure for marriage has to be met by boy’s family.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, each and every house had 8-10 children and even more than that. Now also Christians and SCs have more children. In Vanniar community most people go to sterilization after having 3 children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Three are enough, whether it is male or female, three are enough.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, child mortality and morbidity were more in all the communities. I feel that was mainly because 20 years before, some people from Salem came and stayed here. They were engaged in rearing buffalo and pigs for their livelihood. That time, dung of buffaloes and pigs would be there all around the village, which might have spread diseases to children, since they are playing in the streets. No proper food also was available at that time. Rice cooked in the previous night is used during the next day morning and afternoon. “kool” is used for 2-3 days. So diseases and deaths were more. Now, people eat at least hygienic food. So diseases and deaths are less.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

It is better to decide because people who have not decided had many children like cows or goats. So it is better to decide about the children we should have by ourselves rather than leaving it to chance or God.

(e) Reasons for high fertility.

That time, nobody to question it (large size of the family). I have more children thinking that they (children) will go somewhere (outside the village) and look after their livelihood. Not only that. Government built houses. If a child is born, government is going to build house somewhere. Beyond that, they did not aim to house and other property. 

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

People tell, “It is difficult to earn and bring up them well, so why to have large number of children”. If more children are there, we cannot grow them properly. We cannot educate them. We cannot improve our economic status. Those who think like this, they would have less number of children.

(f) Value of children (sons).
Males are given importance in property, education and to know about the outside world.

(f1) Value of daughters.


We give importance in giving jewellery, clothes to daughter.

(g) How are people with higher fertility considered?

If more children are there in a house, people tell “they have so many children like bed bugs”. If they are richer, people tell, “They have money so why not they should have more children”. If he is poor it is told that there is no way to protect them, then why should he have so many children?

      (h) How are people with lower fertility considered?

If one or two are there, people tell, “It is good. They stopped with one or two children”.

(i) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Whether we are rich or poor, we should not have more children. Hereafter, one should have less number of children only.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Tubectomy, laparatomy.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

We know about FP methods for the last 17-18 years. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Earlier, people did not usually adopt FP. So the Government gave 5 kg of rice, a saree and Rs. 300-400/- as incentive for accepting tubectomy. Now people themselves are going. Earlier, good care was taken at Thirukkovilur Government Hospital, now at Villupuram.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First, we discuss it with husband only. If it is okay for us, I will accept the FP. Otherwise also, some are adopting FP, without knowing to husband. In fact, I did like that.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Some listen to parent’s words and some do not.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

School teachers, CNW, CWO and VHN used to come and take us because they should show certain number of cases (under the target approach of family planning programme). So they use to come to the village and told about FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Earlier, abortions were more. In our village pond, there used to be ½ grown foetuses wrapped in clothes. That is mainly because after a child birth, they become pregnant unknowingly. But they do not want that child and thereby, resort to abortion. Now, it is not like that.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

In olden days, they used lehium, green leaves, gingili, jeera. Now those things are not used. People will go to hospital.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

It is now very less as compared to earlier. Earlier, there used to be 8, 10, 12, children in a house, whereas now only 2 or 3.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Educated have less children. Those who have no awareness, have more children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Still in our village, it is more among RCs and SCs. Now Vanniars have started reducing the family size.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Muslims only, have more children because in their holy book it is said that one should not prevent pregnancy. So they have more children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
In India, it is less among Keralites. They have very few children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Definitely; when they go out, they get awareness on seeing others and accordingly, they change. 

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Now, almost all people are thinking that one or two children per family are enough.

Individual Interview–20

Kamachi –Female – Vanniars (Most Backward Caste) – Age 53 Years

She is an illiterate and extending her services as an untrained birth attendant. She knows the attitudes of the villagers in the past and present on FP aspects, since she has several years of experience as untrained dai. She has 5 female children and a male child. She belongs to a socio-economically poor family. Her major income generating avenue is agricultural labour.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, marriages for girls used to be performed at 10-12 years of age. In fact, I got married before attainment of menarche. After I went to husband’s house only (6 months later after marriage), I attained puberty (at the age 16 years). Now marriages are performed mostly after 16 years only.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

In those days, whether he (groom) is able to do agriculture, whether he is drunkard or not, etc. were only looked into.  For females (bride), whether the girl is good in house keeping, able to adjust with family members, etc. was mostly seen. Now, the first place is given to dowry, next only others will come into picture.  

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

In those days, to maintain the blood relationships, consanguineous marriages were contracted. Now, if the girl’s family is rich, and if the boy’s family is not, they tell some reason and do not give their daughter to that boy, and search for a groom from non-relatives.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

When I got married, my husband’s family gave 5 sovereigns of gold and one sack paddy and married me. But now, only girl’s family should give. Otherwise, if somebody offers two sovereigns more, they prefer to marry that girl. Other marriage expenditures are mostly by boy’s family only.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, after marriage, even for one year, couples do not talk. They do not even come in front of husband to serve food. Now, the very next day, girls are doing.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

      (a) Actual number of children

In those days, we had one dozen, ¾ of a dozen like that. Now, people have 2-4 children only. 

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Three children are enough for a family; two boys and one girl. 

      (c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, people used to take Kambu (Pearl millet), ragi (Finger millet), etc. and thereby, most of the people were healthy. Now ration rice, paddy, which used to be grown by using lot of fertilizers and pesticides, which is not good for health. In those days, natural manure was used for the production of food materials, and thereby, they will be tasty as well as disease free. 

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

Earlier, we left to chance and thereby we had faced problems. Now, it should not be like that. Better to decide by ourselves about the number of children we want. 

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Earlier, most of the people did not know medicines for disease and even majority did not know about FP. However, agricultural production was good and thereby, there was a demand for labour in agricultural activities. If more children are there, they help in agricultural activities. Moreover, others (members from other community) will dare enough to come for fights, as there were more siblings there in the family. Moreover, if males are more in number, they help in looking after outside (village) work. In all the communities, it was like that.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

Now, who has more children? Now, everybody wants to educate well and give a better life to children. So people opt for fewer children.

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more children are there, people tell, “Good, they have strength (enough members) to fight and help during functions or ceremonies”. Some may also feel, “Without sense he has produced so many children; how he is going to mange?” 

(g) How are people with lower fertility considered?


“Good, with one or two children, he is leading a good life”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Earlier, all had more number of children, irrespective of whether rich or poor. Now, whatever may be the richness of the people, they would like to have fewer children only.

FAMILY PLANNING 

      (a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Tubectomy and laparatomy for women.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

People of our village know FP for the last 20 years only. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude).

For FP, we have to go to Villupuram or Thirukkovilur and Thiruvannamalai. Earlier, in all these places, service and care was good. Now, it is told that there is neither proper care nor good service. Earlier, they themselves (Government) gave money and took the people for sterilization. Now, people are going with their own money.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First with Husband, then with father-in-law, mother-in-law, they ask all and decide.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Earlier, even if we ask also, mother-in-law, father-in-law and husband will not permit to have FP operation. Now, they ask us (younger generation) to adopt FP. But they advise to have more children. Like that, many had more children.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Earlier, before 15 years, nurse and teachers came and told that it is better to go for FP.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Earlier, 5 or 6 months after the birth of a child, she used to eat papaya, ginger-soup, and unrefined sugar. Then, the foetus will get aborted and it is all cleaned in ponds.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Earlier, roots of the plants, Ayurvedic medicines, Erukkam stick were used. Now, nobody uses these.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
      (a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having lesser children than before?
Yes, I know, now it is lesser compared to earlier.      

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Rich people have fewer children. If more children are there, property has to be divided.

      (c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Still, people without sense have more children. SCs have more children.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In our country, STs have more children, in addition to the people living in slums. 

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Chettiars and Brahmins have fewer children. 

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, by seeing others, people are changing now-a-days.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Now, all think to have fewer children like the people living in towns. It is also possible for us provided our incomes are better. 

Individual Interview–21

Ponnusamy – Male – Vanniars (MBC) – Age 58 Years


He is an old man living in this village since childhood. He is engaged in cultivation. He studied up to 5th standard. He belongs to a socio-economically moderate family. He has five children; three sons and two daughters. As he is residence in the village for a long time, he could tell more details about the village as well as compare the past and present conditions of the village in a better way.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, marriages of girls were being performed before they attain menarche. After going to husband’s house only they attained puberty. But now marriages are contracted only after puberty. Earlier, child marriages (13 years or less) were common. But now, most of the marriages of the girls are celebrated only after 17 years, but before 20 years. Generally, marriages are not postponed because of girls’ schooling. Girls are not educated to such a level (say under graduate degree), which leads to higher age at marriage. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Generally, caste of the bride and groom is looked into. Property is also seen according to the economic status of the families involved in the marriage alliance. If a girl is educated, groom is searched according to that. If boy is too aged, he is not preferred. Generally, 3-5 years difference is seen between the bride and groom at the time of marriage. Not particular about the occupation / job of the groom. People see whether he has some agricultural land at least.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Earlier, marriages are mostly contracted among relatives and even now, majority are like that. Moreover, marriages are largely celebrated within the village. These patterns are common in all the communities. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

In the past, there was no dowry at all. Boy’s family used to offer jewels to girl (bride). But now according to the economic status, it varies from 5 to 20 sovereigns of gold, mostly from girl’s family to boy’s (groom’s) family. Other marriage expenditures are by boy’s family only as in the past. 

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, newly wedded bride and groom used to talk 6 months after their marriage. But in the recent past, all things happen before marriage itself (indirectly pointing out the prevalence of pre-marital sex).

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, there used to be not less than 6 or 7, even 12 or 16 like that. Now, it has been reduced to 3 or 4 only. This pattern is noticed in all the communities of the village. But I feel still the number is more among SCs.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Generally, two are enough; whether it is male or female.  

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Long back, children did not get diseases. Even if they cropped up, some soup was given and got treated. No hospital medicine. But mortality was high. 10 or 16 children used to born, but half of them will die. Now, if the child fell sick, immediately people go to hospital and get cured. Therefore, mortality is also less only.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

We have to decide and control, should not leave it to chance.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

If large numbers of children are there, if one does not give food, at least another one will provide. That time, many children born used to die at infancy and childhood. If one or two die among the fewer children born to a couple, what to do? So people had more children in the past. Son preference is another major reason for having large number of children. People go on producing more children in anticipation of a male child. They did not think of controlling the family size. They thought if more children are there, they would earn more and help the family.

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


It is difficult to earn and feed them, so better to stop with one.

(f) Value of children (sons).
For sons, property and education will be provided. If daughters, jewels and other household items will be given and marry to a person.

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If economic status is good, people think, “O.K. he can look after”. If poor, people tell, “See there is no water to drink in the house (to indicate about the existing poverty), but has so many children”.
(g1) How are people with lower fertility considered?


“Good, he has one or two children and hence manages a better life”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Now, whatever may be the richness of a person, it is better to have one or two children only.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Know only about Tubectomy and Laparatomy; nothing else.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

About 15-20 years back, men had gone for FP. After that, females had also started to adopt sterilization. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

People go to Villupuram, Thirukkovilur, Thiruvannamalai, etc., wherein they had been taken care well. Earlier, they used to give money. Now we have to spend from our hands. 

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

First, discuss with husband and / or wife. Then, discuss with Village Health Nurse.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents used to advise to have more children. Some follow their words.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurse and helper at Community Nutrition Centre used to advise about FP in this village.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Gingili and papaya were taken in the past to get the foetus aborted. Now, people go to hospitals. The practice of abortion is in existence even now almost equivalent to the past.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

That time, Erukkalai stick was used. Because of that many had died. Then, soups are taken to abort the foetus.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Yes, now in our village children are lesser than before.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Educated people have fewer children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Even now, SCs continue to have more children in this village.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

First of all, Muslims have large number of children. Then, SCs have more children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Brahmins have fewer children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Yes, because people go to towns and learn from those living in towns.  

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

No problem, according to the present conditions, it is feasible to have only one or two children. 
Individual Interview–22

Ramanathan – Male- Most Backward Caste - Age 40 years 


He has been born and brought up in the same village. He has studied up to 12th standard and working as a sales man in a co-operative society. He has two children, one male and one female. He belongs to a socio-economically moderate family. 

MARRIAGE 

(a)  Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Earlier, girls were married at the ages of 12 or 13 years in all the communities. Now, mostly they use to get married at 16-17 years of age. Girls who are educated get married at the age of 18 years or higher. Postponement of marriage due to education of girls does not arise, because by the time they complete 12th standard of education their age will be 17 years. In fact, only a few people will send their daughters to study up to 12th standard. 

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Caste is the main criterion for matching. Property is seen to a certain extent. Age difference also looked into. If the girl is an educated one, they look for an educated boy. Nothing is seen in love marriages.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

In RCs, they preach not to marry sister’s daughter. In SCs and MBCs, still consanguineous marriages are there. But its prevalence appeared to be reduced than earlier.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Generally, dowry is not there. Maximum 15-20 sovereigns of gold are given as dowry. Poor people give 5 sovereigns like that. Rich people pay dowry as they wish. Food and marriage hall expenditures are spent by boy’s family.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, bride and bridegroom meet after a long time after marriage. Now-a-days, they start living together within a week or two after fixing an auspicious day.   

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Generally, in the recent past, in each and every family 3 or 4 children were there.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Now 2 children are enough; either male or female. 

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, morbidity was high. That time, there was no transportation facility. If a child fell sick, we had to walk down about 3 or 5 kms., which takes time. But now some transportation facility is available. Hence, we can reach the hospital early and get it cured. Therefore, both morbidity and mortality are comparatively much lesser.

(d) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Lack of awareness about the advantages of small family is the most important one. Moreover, that time, FP was not known to anyone. In anticipation of getting a son, some have given birth to more daughters. Some thought that if more children are there, they may help in agricultural fields.  

(e1) Reasons for low fertility


Better to have two children, so as to live in a prosperous manner.

(e) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If poor people, people tell, “He does not have a way for next meal, why should he have so many children?”

(f) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?
People think that in the present condition, whether it is male or female, two are enough. There is nothing like poor or rich.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (Stelization) and Loop (Cooper-T)

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

In this village, FP was started 17 years back.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

People go for FP to Villupuram, Thirukkovilur and Thiruvannamalai. Earlier, we were taken care well. Even now, they are providing good services and care, but we have to bribe some money, then only things will move fast. 

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Generally, we will discuss among husband and wife only.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents advise to have 4 or 5 children. Can we listen that?

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Earlier, people like helper working at Community Nutrition Centre and Village Health Nurse used to tell us about FP. They used to give Rs. 200, saree and horlicks and took us for FP (which was offered as incentive under the FP programme in India during the 1980s). 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

The frequency of abortion was more in the past. Women within 3 or 4 months after delivery of a baby get pregnant (unplanned pregnancy) and thereby, resort to abortion.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Earlier, some soup made up of jeera was given. Because of that, she may not get pregnant. Now, nobody uses traditional methods.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Just during the last 4 or 5 years, in our village, number of children per couple is comparatively lesser than before.       

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

In this village, RCs and MBCs have fewer children to a certain extent; mainly because of awareness about FP and day-to-day affairs. Moreover, people are at difficulty in bringing up children due to high cost. 

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

SC people have more number of children even now. They are not bothered about the future of their own. 

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, people belonging to Adi Dravida community (SC) have more children. Then, Muslims have still more. They want to increase the population of their own religion.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
In India, Keralites and Brahmins have fewest children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Seeing others, educated people only change first. 

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Definitely, if we have one or two only, we can lead a better life. It is difficult to manage more children.

Individual Interview – 23

Deivamani – Female – Vanniars (MBC) – Age 36 Years


She has studied up to 10th standard. She is involved in the Self Help Group (SHG) functioning in the village. She belongs to a socio-economically moderate family. She has 4 children; one male and three female. She belongs to an agricultural family.

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Generally, in this village, among MBCs marriages of girls are currently celebrated before 18 years. Earlier, girls were married before the attainment of puberty.

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

In MBC, match is found according to their economic status. Depending upon the economic status of the bride’s family, they search for a groom who has property, education, job, etc. Poor people do not look into these things. In all the communities, for love marriages, caste is not seen.

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Now and even earlier also, consanguineous marriages are higher among SCs and MBCs. In RC, it is told that in the church the priest will inform not to perform marriages among relatives. 

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Earlier, boy’s family used to give jewellery, sack of rice and marry girls. But now-a-days girl’s family search for a match. They tell in advance that they can give so much (as dowry) to their daughter and search for a boy. The practice of dowry is there in all the communities. Other marriage expenditures are by boy’s family only.

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Earlier, after 6 months of marriage only, couples start talking and living. But in the recent past, after engagement (ceremony that precedes the marriage, mostly 1-2 months before marriage) itself couples start living together. It is worse in SC and RC communities.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Earlier, people had about 12 or 16 children in all the communities. Even in the recent past, in RC and SC communities, 7 or 8 children were there. In MBCs, some have 5 or 6 children. Now people stop with 2 or 3 children.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Generally, it is enough to have two children in a family, whether it is male or female.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Earlier, people from Salem, belonging to “ottars” community (some type of nomads) came to this village with herds of buffaloes and pigs. Its dung would be there all over the village, which caused for the growth of flies and mosquitoes and in turn spread the diseases. Moreover, there was no medical facility in the village and therefore, children died more. Now child mortality and morbidity is less.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

How can we leave it to chance, we have to deicide. Since I left it to chance, I am blessed with 6 children and facing lot of problems.

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Some would tell, “They have money and can manage to bring up children well”. That time, FP methods were not known. In this village, work used to be there for seasons only. In the month of karthigai (November-December), it used to be very cold. There used to be rains also. We do not know what to do for cold and thereby mostly involved in sexual contacts, which had led to the birth of many children. 

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

They think, it is enough to have one or two children. In the present condition, with this high price, people think, it is difficult to manage more children.

(f) Value of children (sons).
Sons help in agricultural work. Even if son beats or kicks the parents, he only has the right to take care of us till the end (of our life). So people show more affection to sons.

(f1) Value of daughters.

Girls are also needed to offer jewels (and see their beauty) and to perform the duty of marriage. She is the principal person to mourn at the time of our death. 

(g) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more children are there, people tell, “See at them, they do not have way to earn money and feed the children, but they produce like cows or sheep”. 

(g1) How are people with lower fertility considered?

If less children are there, “Good, they have limited the number of children according to their economic status”.

(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

Earlier, rich people had more children, thinking that let it be there. Now people limit with one or two children only.

6. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

I know Tubectomy / laparatomy as well as Copper-T (loop). I also heard about oral pills also.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

As far as I know, in this village, 15 years back, males had gone for FP. After 2 years, females started going for operation.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

Generally, people go to Villupuram and Thirukkovilur for FP. By and large, they take care of us well. Earlier, they (Government) used to give Rs.200 or 300 and rice at the time of female sterilization and thereby no expenses for us. But now-a-days, we have to spend lot of money then only services will be provided with greater care.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

We will discuss about FP firstly, with husband and then, with father-in-law and mother-in-law.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Earlier, parents used to tell to have more children. Now parents themselves tell to have only two children. Earlier, people listened to them, now nobody listens.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Earlier, Village Health Nurse and CNW, teacher used to advice us on matters related to FP. There was a rule for them to show this many cases (under target approach of FP) otherwise, their salary would be deducted. Now people themselves are seeking the services of FP. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Earlier for abortion, people used gingili, papaya, jeera like that. Now, medicines and pills are used. Abortion is prevalent even now, but to a certain extent. Women are afraid of FP (perceived side effects and difficulties in going to agricultural work), that is why they prefer to go for abortion.      

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

Earlier, Erukkalai stick was used. Due to that, many women had died. Now, nobody uses it.

SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Now, at least half of the people in the village have less number of children than before.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

In this village earlier, educated and uneducated all had more children. Now, educated people limit with one or two children. They want to bring up their children in a proper way.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

In our village, SCs have still more children, 7 or 8 children. .
(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, Muslims have more children. They want to increase their religious population higher than the Hindus.  

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
In India, Keralites have fewer children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Now, many people from young generation have migrated to cities or towns, they have less number of children. They changed their attitudes by seeing the town dwellers.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Now, all are in that line of thinking only.

Individual Interview – 24

Dhanalakshmi – Female – Vanniars (MBC) – Age 34 Years 


She is born and brought up in the same village. She has studied up to 8th standard and socio-economically she belongs to a moderate level. She has 2 children; one boy and a girl. She belongs to an agricultural family. 

MARRIAGE 

(a) Age at marriage (especially for girls). Influence of puberty and/or the girl's schooling on marriage age.

Generally, marriage age of girls is at 18 years. But nobody adheres to it. Earlier, it was worse. Marriages were performed even before attaining menarche. Now, mostly a few years after the attainment of menarche only marriages of girls are taking place, i.e., 16 or 17 years and after that.  

(b) How is the match found? What kind of groom and bride are looked for (caste, property, education, age, job prospects, etc.)?

Among MBCs, caste is seen. In other communities, even that is not considered for finalising the marriage. 

(c) How frequent are about the marriage among relatives (uncle-niece, cousins)?

Consanguineous marriages are taking place now as well as in the past mainly among the MBCs and SCs. RCs do not marry among relatives. They used to tell that the babies born in future may not be healthy.

(d) What is the expected dowry? What are the other marriage expenditures and who pays for them?

Dowry is according to their economic status. But in RCs & SCs,, it is just ear rings and nose studs. However, marriages are not stopped due to dowry.     

(e) How long after marriage does the couple start living together?

Now, among RCs and SCs love marriages are common; so auspicious day is not seen for the bride and groom living together. Earlier, people used to see auspicious day. After marriage, the newly married couple, is supposed to visit natal and in-laws’ families and temples etc., which normally takes a month or so. After that only, the couple will live together.  Generally, this sort of things is common in arranged marriages. Nothing is like that in love marriages

NUMBER OF CHILDREN  

(a) Actual number of children

Generally, 3-4 children used to be there in a family.

(b) Ideal number of children, sons and daughters.

Generally in a family, 2 children are enough; one male and one female. Other wise, 2 males or 2 females are also O.K.

(c) Children's mortality and morbidity.

Diseases are there even now. But if a child fell sick, immediately the child is taken to hospital and cured. So mortality is less. But earlier, medical facilities were meagre and thereby, .children died due to diseases. At times, such things used to happen even for adults and elders.

(d) Do you think that people should decide about the number of children or leave it to chance?

Why to leave it to chance? Those days had gone. Now, almost all the people are deciding about the number of children they want.  

(e) Reasons for high/low fertility.

Earlier, people thought that they needed more persons within a family, so as to protect themselves against those who come for fighting as well as to fight against the others, if it was warranted. The need for children was also felt to be more important in agricultural work. Therefore, most of the people in the past had the inclination to have higher fertility. 

(e1) Reasons for low fertility

Now-a-days, people want less number of children only, because it is difficult to raise more children as the prices have gone up exorbitantly. 

(f) How are people with higher fertility and people with lower fertility considered?

If more children are there, if any fights come people tell, “What is for his? He has persons to manage”. Also, if one child does not give food, the other will give.

(g) How are people with lower fertility considered?

If fewer children are there, people tell, “See here, with one or two children, he is leading a happy life”.
(h) If you were richer, would you have more or less children?

If one is rich also, in this generation, people will have one or two children only.

FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP technique known by the respondent.

Operation (sterilization).

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

For the last 15 years only, FP has started in this village. 

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

For FP, people have to go to Thirukkovilur, Thiruvannamalai and Villupuram. Those who can spend some money for tips or some sort of bribing will be taken care of well, otherwise not. When FP came for the first time, government gave Rs. 200/-. Now we have to spend from our hands.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Discuss with nurse, elders at home and husband, and then go for FP.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Generally, parents advise, but for little higher number of children, i.e., 3-4. Some do follow.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Earlier, helper at Community Nutrition Centre, nurse (VHN) and teacher used to come door to door and tell about FP. Now-a-days, mostly VHN only.

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Abortion is practised even now; but its prevalence is very less. Earlier, it was more. Now-a-days, people are taking care to have longer space between children and thereby, they do not go for abortion.     

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

I do not know about the traditional FP methods. Now people go for operation. That only, I know.

7. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Now, number of children is less compared to olden days.        

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Those who are modern and who are educated have fewer children. They feel that they can bring up the children well and they know how to control the number of children.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

Among SCs, number of children is still more. They feel that their children will earn and help them.  
(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

Mostly people from SC, then ST, and Muslims have more number of children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
Brahmins, Mudhaliars and Keralites have fewer children.

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Now people have changed to a certain extent by seeing others.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

Now, if it is less children, anyone can lead a better life. They can lead a life with all facilities.

Individual Interview – 25

Annakili – Female – Vanniars (MBC) – Age 21 Years


She is born in a different village, but grew up in this village since childhood. She belongs to an agricultural family, which stands socio-economically at a moderate level. She is an illiterate. She has a female child. As she is young, her views are felt to be a representation of recent happenings in the village, especially in the matters related to fertility and family planning. 

8. FAMILY PLANNING 

(a) Main FP techniques known by the respondent.

Tubectomy and Laparatomy.

(b) When do you think the FP started in the village/community?

20 years back itself, FP was used in this village. Earlier, males had undergone FP. In all the communities males have gone for vasectomy in the beginning of FP. In the past 10 years only, females go for FP.

(c) How are the FP activities in the village regarded? (Availability and quality of services, cost, staff's attitude)

People of this village go to Villupuram, Thirukkovilur and Pondicherry for FP. Doctors and nurses who work there take better care. Of course, some do not take care. One nurse (VHN) used to come from Karanai to this village. Now she has retired. She took us for FP and also taken care well. Now, she is not there.

(d) With whom do you discuss about FP choices? Spouse, parents, relatives, friends, etc.? 

Mostly we used to discuss about FP with husband, nurse, and then with parents.

(e) Do parents advise about the right number of kids to have? Is the advice followed?

Parents advise to have three children. We listen to their words.

(f) Who is offering the best advice on matters related to FP?

Nurse, who visits the village and the helper at CNC generally offer best advice on FP. We also used to get the advice on FP from the ANM who visits the village on the 15th of every month. 

(g) Abortion: frequency (especially in the past) and reasons for abortion as against other FP methods.

Abortion was practiced in the past. But now it is less only. In all the communities abortions are there, but not as before. It is in practice because FP makes people unhealthy. Those who adopted FP are not able to work in fields. It creates body pain, pains in hands and legs, so people are afraid of FP.

(h) What are the traditional FP techniques in this area? Are they still used today?

I do not know any traditional method.

BOYS AND GIRLS 

(a) Is the birth of a baby boy more celebrated than that of a girl? Reasons?

People are happy if it is a male child, because son may earn and look after us till the end of our life.

(b) Frequency of sex determination of the unborn and female infanticide.

Female foeticide is there. Now it has become less in all the communities.

(b1) Female infanticide 


Nobody kills the child after it is born. They want to rear it.

(c) Are boys treated differently than girls (school, food, clothes, health care, etc.)? Reasons?

Both males and females are treated equally. If there are 1 male and 4 females, male is sent to school. Rich people do not show any difference.

(d) Who help more in the family, boys or girls? How do they help? How early do they earn?

In some families, female children help more. They go for farm work. Male children also go for work in some families. But mostly they work in construction, hotel work, and other housework, at Chennai, Pondicherry, Andhra Pradesh, Bangalore, etc. Children from poor families start earning at 10 years of age. Rich people send for work after 18 or 20 years of age.

CHILDREN'S FUTURE 

(a) How long are children supposed to study?

Rich people give more education to their children. They educate up to 10th or 12th standards. Among middle income groups, generally, girls will be sent to school so as to complete up to 5th standard only, but in the case of boys up to 8th or 10th standard. 

(b) Are parents ready to spend money on their studies? How much and till what age?

Parents educate the children according to their economic status. Christians educate to a certain extent both males and females.

(c) What occupations are children supposed to have in the future?

If females, as teacher. If males teacher or military service.

(d) At what age are children (sons especially) supposed to start working?

They start working even at 10 or 15 years of age. But mostly it depends on their family situation.

(e) Are parents supposed to give some property to their children? Which type (consumer goods, land, house, cattle, etc.)

They give property like land, house etc. according to their economic status. Those who do wage work do not give anything.

(f) Are parents expecting to get support from their children? What kind of support?

We expect mostly monetary help (if children work) and food till the end of our life. If daughters are there, all their needs should be taken care of even after marriage.

(g) Are parents expecting some of their children to live with them after marriage? Which children?

Parents want to live together. But if it does not work out, they send their children separately. It depends on the daughter-in-law who comes.

(h) Are children expected to work with their parents (land, business, etc.)? Which children?

Males are expected to work in fields like ploughing, sowing, etc.  Females are expected to help in other easy jobs.

9. SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS AGAIN 
(a) Are you aware that people in your village (and your region) are now having less and less children than before?

Now, it is less in all the communities. Now in our village, people have fewer children only. It is somewhat less among RCs than other communities.

(b) Who are the people who started having fewer children? Why?

Now-a-days, in our community (Vanniars) children are less.

(c) Who are the people who continue to have more children? Why?

SC people have still more children. Even now some families have 6 or 7 children.

(d) According to you, who are people with the largest number of children in India? (Which place, occupation, caste?)

In India, SCs have more children.

(e) And who are the people with the fewest children in India?
I do not know. 

(f) Are these people influencing villagers?

Because people go outside (the village) for work, they learn from outsiders about to have less children. Because of that only, people have two children in the recent past.

(g) Do you think having one or two children (like people in Kerala, in cities, etc.) is feasible for you?

If we have only lesser children, we can give better life.
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